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An Argument Of The Gospel Of John

	Message Statement:
	Jesus Is Demonstrated To Be “The Christ” In Order That Men Might Believe In Him And Thereby Obtain The Blessings Of Eternal Life 


I. THE PROLOGUE: (Jesus is the God-Man among men for men): The Word, which is eternal, related to and is God the Creator Himself, graciously overcame the darkness of sin in men by giving life to those who trust in Him when He became the God-Man, Jesus, the Messiah 1:1-18

A. The Word, which is eternal in relationship with God, and is God Himself in essence, is the Creator of all things which exist 1:1-3

1. The Word which is eternal and in relationship with God is described as being God in essence itself 1:1

2. Already being in existence with God, the Word is the creator of all things which exist 1:2-3

B. While it may appear that the Word which gives life by shinning upon men in their darkness is overcome, there is proof to the opposite through life given to believers 1:4-13

1. The Word, being life which gives light to men while shining in darkness is not overcome by darkness 1:4-5

2. While it appears that the darkness of men overcame the enlightening of the Word, it did not because life was given to those who trusted in Him 1:6-13

a. The light of life through the Word was witnessed to by a man sent from God named John that all might believe 1:6-8

b. The true light, which coming into the world was available for every man, was rejected by-in-large by the world which He made and His people, Israel, who were to be followers of Him 1:9-11

c. Whoever did receive the Word, by trusting in who He was, given the right to become children of God being given life, not through themselves but through God 1:12-13

C. The gracious giving of life came through Jesus the Messiah who being God became man to give grace as is witnessed by John and many others 1:14-18

1. The Word became human and dwelt among men demonstrating its greatness as being from the Father in its immense grace and truth 1:14

2. John gave witness to the God-Man by proclaiming his exalted position and pre-existence as God 1:15

3. Many received the fullness of Grace in abundance not through Moses who gave the Law but through Jesus--the Christ who alone completely explains God 1:16-18

II. MANIFESTATION TO THE NATION AND REJECTION THROUGH CONFLICTS: Jesus manifests Himself as Messiah to the nation whereupon many respond in belief, but the nation’s leaders respond by rejecting Him (1:19--12:50)

A. Jesus reveals Himself to be Messiah through a series of events (John the Baptist and the calling of disciples, the wedding in Cana, the cleansing of the temple, the discussion with Nicodemus, the discussion of John the Baptist, the discussion with the Samaritan woman, and the official of Capernaum) whereupon many respond in belief 1:19--4:54

1. John the Baptist testifies that Jesus is the Christ and Jesus’ disciples believe as there is a movement away from John the Baptist toward Jesus--Messiah 1:19--51

a. When John the Baptist is questioned by the representatives of the Pharisees, He identifies himself as one preparing the way for one greater than himself 1:19-28

1) When priests and Levities from Jerusalem asked John the Baptizer who he was, he said that he was not the Christ, Elijah, or The Prophet spoken of by Moses, but one preparing the nation for God as spoken of in Isaiah 40:3. 1:19-23

Elijah was predicted to return before the coming of Messiah in order to get Israel back in a proper relationship with their God (e.g. the faith of the fathers) Mal.4:5-7

Jesus asserts that John the Baptist was “Elijah that is to come” (Matt. 17:10-13)

Anyone (and especially John) who comes preaching repentance, comes in the spirit of Elijah (Lk. 1:17)

John the Baptist was not the person of Elijah but he exercised the function (office) of Elijah by preaching repentance and preparing Messiah’s way (cf. Matt. 11:14)

2) When asked by the representatives of the Pharisees why John was baptizing if he was not the Christ, Elijah or the Prophet, he described his ministry as one of preparation for the greater One to follow him 1:24-27

3) John’s ministry was in Bethany beyond the Jordan 1:28

b. On the next day John saw Jesus coming and identified Him as the One whom he was proclaiming would come: the Lamb of God who is the Son of God 1:29-34

1) On the next day John saw Jesus coming to him and identified Him as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world 1:29

2) John identifies Jesus as the greater One whose coming he spoke of who was identified as the Son of God by the coming of the Spirit of God upon Him 1:30-34

a) John identifies Jesus as the greater one in rank and in existence over him of whom he previously spoke 1:30

b) John proclaims that he baptized in water in order to manifest this coming One whom he did not recognize to Israel 1:31

c) John knew who Jesus was when he saw the Spirit descend and remain upon Him as the Lord described 1:32-33

d) John bares witness that He has seen the Spirit come upon Jesus and thus, that He is the Son of God 1:34

c. Because of the words of John and Jesus, many begin to follow Him--two of John’s disciples (including Andrew), Simon Peter, Philip, and Nathaniel 1:35-51

1) On the next day two of John’s disciples began to follow Jesus 1:35-39

a) On the next day when Jesus passed by John and two of his disciples, John identified Him again as the Lamb of God and his two disciples followed Jesus 1:35-37

b) John’s disciples were seeking Jesus and stayed with Him for that day 1:38-39

2) Andrew, one of John’s two disciples, told his brother, Simon, that they had found the Messiah and brought him to Jesus whereupon Jesus renamed him in view of his future character 1:40-42

a) One of John’s two disciples, Andrew, went to his brother, Simon Peter, and announced to him that they had found the Messiah 1:40-41

b) When Andrew brought Peter to Jesus, He identified Him in terms of his past (heritage) and proclaimed what his future name (character) would be 1:42

3) On the next day Philip and Nathaniel become followers of Jesus as Messiah because of His wonderful words 1:43-51

a) Setting: On the next day Jesus purposed to go into Galilee 1:43a

b) Jesus found Philip from the same town as Andrew and Peter (Bethsaida) and called him to follow 1:43b-44

c) Nathaniel became a follower of Jesus as Messiah after first questioning His value and then believing in Him due to His miraculous understanding 1:45-51

(1) Philip found Nathaniel and told him that they had found the Messiah written of in the Scriptures who is Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph 1:45

(2) Nathaniel questioned Philip's claims in view of Jesus being from Nazareth, but Philip urged him to come and see 1:46

(3) When Nathaniel approached Jesus, He identified him as not being deceitful 1:47

(4) Nathaniel questioned as to how Jesus knew him, and learned that He had seen him while under a fig tree 1:48

(5) Nathaniel immediately identifies Jesus as Messiah 1:49

(6) Jesus proclaims that Nathaniel will see Jesus do even greater works than he has seen; He will be the new Bethel--house of God 1:50-51

2. Wedding in Cana: On the third day after Nathaniel was chosen, Jesus performed His first miracle by turning the water into wine at the wedding in Cana in order to demonstrate that He was the One bringing in the Kingdom through a transforming ministry (cf. 2 Cor. 5:17), and His disciples believed in Him 2:1-11

a. Setting: On the third day (either of Christ’s ministry, or more probably after Nathaniel is chosen) Jesus and His disciples attended a wedding in Cana of Galilee where His mother was in attendance 2:1-2

b. When the wine ran low at the end of the wedding feast, Jesus refused to inaugurate the kingdom at his mother’s request, but did demonstrate that He was the King to come by turning the water into wine 2:3-10

1) At the end of the wedding celebration the wine was running out so Mary made the issue known to Jesus 2:3

2) Jesus objected that Mary was asserting an authority over Him which was not her’s to ask since His time (to fully reveal Himself as the Millennial King who will bring with Him the banquet of the Kingdom with eating and drinking) had not yet come 2:4

3) Mary urges the servants to do whatever Jesus told them to do 2:5

4) Jesus turned the water in the pots of purification into the best wine of the wedding 2:6-10

c. This was the first sign which Jesus did in Cana of Galilee demonstrating His greatness, and resulting in His disciples believing in Him 2:11

3. The Cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem: After the wedding in Cana, Jesus went up from Capernaum to Jerusalem at the Passover, cleansed the temple as the zealous Davidite for pure worship, was challenged by the Jews, offered His future death and resurrection as proof of His authority, and was believed upon by many, but did not entrust Himself to them 2:12-25

a. Setting: After the wedding in Cana, Jesus, His mother, brothers, and disciples, went down to Capernaum for a few days, and then went up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover 2:12-13

b. Jesus, as the Davidite, is zealous for pure worship, rejected, and gives as an authenticating sign His future death and resurrection, which is misunderstood by the Jews, but later understood and believed by His disciples 2:14-22

1) When Jesus saw the extortion which was occurring in the temple by the money changers, He drove them out of His father’s house with the consequences of rejection as David’s (Messiah’s) zeal brought to him in Psalm 69:9 cf. Also Malachi 3:1-3 2:14-17

2) The Jews question Jesus’ right to expel them from the temple with the requirement that He show to them an authenticating sign 2:18

3) Jesus challenges them to “destroy this temple” and he will raise it up again in three days 2:19

4) The Jews question Jesus’ words since it took forty-six years to build the temple which Jesus just cleansed 2:20

5) John explains that Jesus was referring to the Temple of His body which the disciples realized after His resurrection and led to their belief in the Scriptures and His word 2:21-22

c. While Jesus was in Jerusalem at the Passover, many believed in Him but He did not entrust Himself to them not needing their testimony, and knowing their inner sinfulness 2:23-25

1) When Jesus was in Jerusalem at the Passover, many believed in His name as they saw the signs which he was doing 2:23

2) Jesus was not entrusting Himself to them because He did not need their witness, and because He knew their nature 2:24-25

4. Nicodemus: When Nicodemus came to Jesus to learn from Him as a teacher from God, Jesus explained that one must have a Spirit cleansing through belief in Him who will be lifted up in order to enter into the Kingdom of God, where upon John explained that Jesus was God’s son sent out of love to save those in the world who will believe in Him, while those who will not will be judged for hiding their evil in the darkness 3:1-21

a. Setting: A man named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus by night in order to speak to him 3:1-2a

b. Recognizing that Jesus was a teacher from God, Nicodemus was taught that one must have a Spirit-cleansing through belief in Jesus who will be lifted up in order to enter the Kingdom of God 3:2b-15

1) Nicodemus (along with others “we”) recognized that Jesus was a teacher from God because of the signs which He did 3:2a

2) Jesus taught Nicodemus that one cannot see the kingdom of God unless he is born again 3:3

3) Nicodemus questioned the logic of Jesus’ statement since a man cannot physically be reborn through his mother 3:4

4) Responding to Nicodemus’ logic, Jesus affirms that there must be a Spirit-cleansing in order to enter the Kingdom of God, which is different than physical birth, and gives evidence of its presence, even though its source is not physically identifiable 3:5-8

a) Jesus explained that one must be born by an eschatological, Spirit-cleansing in order to enter the kingdom of God
 3:5 

b) Jesus distinguishes between physical (mortal) and spiritual (eternal) birth 3:6

c) Jesus compares the work of the Spirit to wind which gives evidence of its presence, but can not be determined as to its origin; so is it when the Spirit brings about a new birth 3:7-8

5. Nicodemus questioned how these things can be 3:9

6. After questioning Nicodemus’ ignorance in light of his position as teacher, and noting his unwillingness to believe, Jesus answers his question by affirming that spiritual life will come by looking upon Jesus when he is lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness 3:10-15

a) Jesus questioned Nicodemus’ ignorance in view of his position as teacher in Israel 3:10

b) Jesus exposes Nicodemus’ unwillingness to accept the truth in view of his rejection of the things which Jesus says which may be verified, much less if He were to speak of things which could not be verified--heavenly things which only Jesus knows having descended from heaven 3:11-13

c) Jesus answers Nicodemus’ question by affirming that these things can be by believing in Jesus who will be lifted up to look upon in faith for eternal life as Moses lifted up the servant in the wilderness for temporal life (cf. Num. 21:19) 3:14-15

c. John, as narrator, enters to theologically, expound upon Jesus’ words by explaining that Jesus is God’s son who was sent to save all of those in the world who will believe in Him, and that judgment will come upon all of those who will not believe in Him because they desire to hid their evil in the darkness rather than be exposed in His light (cf. 12:46-48 at the close of Jesus’ public ministry with 3:19-18) 3:16-21

1) The narrator (John) explains the “lifting up” of Jesus and “belief” in view of God’s design to send His Son, out of love, for the world to save, rather than judge, all of those who believe in Him 3:16-17

2) Concerning judgment, John explains, that the one who believes in Jesus is not judged, while the one who does not believe in Jesus is in a state of being under judgment for his unbelief which evidences a desire to keep his evil covered in darkness rather than being exposed before the light of Jesus 3:18-20

3) Concerning uprightness, John explains that, he who does what is true comes to the light to manifest his works as being brought into being by God 3:21

5. John the Baptizer: When Jesus went into the Jordan region with His disciples to baptize, John proclaimed to his disciples that Jesus’ ministry was to increase over his because He is greater then John having been sent from God with the truth about God so that those who believe in Him will have eternal life, while those who do not believe in Him will remain in their state of judgment 3:22-36

a. Setting: After his discussion with Nicodemus, Jesus and His disciples came into to Judea where he was spending time with them and baptizing while John the Baptizer, having not yet been thrown in prison, was also baptizing near in Aenon near Salim (near Samaria?) 3:22-24

b. When concerning arose from John’s disciples about the place of their ministry in view of Jesus’ baptisms, John proclaimed the superior role of Jesus as the One from God who brings the truth about God resulting in eternal life for all of those who believe in Him and judgment for those who do not 3:25-36

1) In view of Jesus’ baptism, the washings of the Essenes, and the Pharisees in Jerusalem, the people began to question the value of John’s baptism 3:25

2) John’s disciples expressed their concern their ministry from the above confrontation since Jesus was now baptizing and many were going to Him 3:26

3) John proclaimed God’s blessing upon Jesus’ ministry with the perspective that he was sent before Messiah as a friend at a wedding who must decrease, while Jesus must increase as the One sent from God with a testimony of the truth about God resulting in eternal life for those who will believe in Him, and judgment for those who will not obey Him 3:27-36

a) John affirmed that one’s ministry is enlarged from heaven, not men 3:27

b) John affirms again that he is not the Messiah but the one sent before Him, therefore as a friend of the bridegroom, he rejoices to hear of His presence 3:28-29

c) John affirms that Jesus must increase and he must decrease because he is but a man while Jesus is from God and testifies of the truth concerning God, giving the Spirit without measure and eternal life to those who believe in Him, while death remains on those who do not obey Him 3:30-36

6. The Samaritan Woman: When Jesus left Judea because of the concern of the Pharisees, He met a woman in Samaria, led her to an understanding that he was the Prophet of Moses--Messiah, taught His disciples that now is the time to reap people in God’s harvest, and, thus, brought many Samaritans into a believing relationship with Him because of the testimony of the woman, and Himself to them 4:1-42

a. Setting: When Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard about the many disciples which He was making, He left Judea for Galilee, and passed, by necessity, through Samaria where he rested in Sychar by Jacob’s well at noon 4:1-6

1) Jesus left Judea for Galilee when the Pharisees heard that Jesus was making and baptizing (through His disciples) more disciples than John 4:1-3

2) On His way to Galilee, it was necessary for Jesus to pass through Samaria 4:4

3) Jesus came to the city of Sychar in Samaria near Jacob’s well where He sat at about noon (or six P.M) wearied from His journey 4:5-6

b. Through a dialogue with the Samaritan woman, Jesus leads her to an understanding that He is not only a prophet, but the Prophet to come which Moses spoke of--Messiah 4:7-26

1) Jesus takes the initiative with the Samaritan woman to move her toward an understanding of Him as a prophet 4:7-19

a) When a Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water Jesus asked her for a drink since his disciples had gone to buy food 4:7-8

b) The Samaritan woman questioned why Jesus as a Jew would ask for a drink from her since she was a “Samaritan” 4:9

c) Jesus plays off of her discussion of identity and affirms that if she knew who He truly was, she would ask for living water from Him 4:10

d) The woman questions the plausibility of Jesus’ offer since he has nothing from which to draw the water from the well, and since He does not appear to be greater than Jacob 4:11-12

e) Jesus works from her words and proclaims Himself as greater than Jacob because unlike Jacob’s water which results in thirst again, that which Jesus has to offer will lead to complete satisfaction as it leads to eternal life 4:13-14

f) The woman, still thinking about physical water, asks Jesus for the water so that she will not become thirsty or have to daily return to the well 4:15

g) Jesus responds to her request by urging the woman to call her husband (who represents her spiritual thirst) and return 4:16

h) The woman said that she did not have a husband 4:17a

Jesus affirmed her words and then proclaimed that she had had five husbands and that the one whom she was now with was not her husband 4:17b-18

i) The woman became aware that Jesus was a prophet through His words about her love life 4:19

2) Through the initiative of the woman, Jesus leads her to an understanding that He is not only a prophet, but the Prophet spoken of by Moses--Messiah 4:20-26

a) The woman asked Jesus as prophet where the proper place was to worship God: at Mt. Gerizim or in Jerusalem 4:20

b) Jesus does not deny that worship was to center from Jerusalem, but He emphasized that the emphasis was to be upon spiritual worship of the God who is spirit in truth (Jesus, cf. 1:18) from now on rather than upon a place 4:21-24

c) The woman understood Jesus’ emphasis upon a coming change and emphasized the Samaritan concept that Messiah was coming in the likeness of a Moses figure who will declare truth to them 4:25

d) Jesus acknowledged her perception and affirmed that He was that coming Messiah 4:26

c. Setting--interlude: As Jesus’ disciples return, they are concerned that He would be speaking to a woman, and she returns in haste to tell the men of the city about Jesus 4:27-28a

1) Jesus’ disciples returned and noticed that he was speaking to the Samaritan Woman, but they did not ask Him questions 4:27

2) The woman left her water pot and went into the city to tell the men 4:28a

d. As the Samaritans are coming from the testimony of the woman, Jesus explains to His disciples that they are to be involved now in the harvesting work of God, as He is, whereupon the Samaritans arrive and believe in Jesus, not only because of the words of the woman, but also because of Jesus words themselves 4:28b-42

1) As the Samaritan woman told the men of the city about Jesus’ prophetic abilities concerning her life, they left to see Him 4:29-30

a) The Samaritan woman invited the men in the city to come and see Jesus who must be the Christ because He told her, prophetically, all about her private life 4:29

b) The men left the city and were coming to Jesus 4:30

2) Jesus explains to His disciples, as the Samaritans are coming that they are to harvest lives for God at this time 4:31-38

a) The disciples were urging Jesus to eat the food which they had just gotten for Him 4:31

b) In view of the disciples concern about His speaking to the Samaritan woman, Jesus explains through the image of food that He was doing the work of the Father, and that they are to harvest people for God now 4:32-38

(1) Jesus begins to explain His actions to His disciples in a transitional way by insisting that He has food to eat that they do not know about, and they question where it could have come from 4:32-33

(2) Jesus explains that his "food" is to do the will of the Father, to accomplish His work 4:34

(3) Jesus explains, perhaps looking at the Samaritan men approaching, that now is the time to enter into the harvest of lives for God 4:35-38

3) When the Samaritans came to Jesus, many believed in Him because of the words of the woman, and because of the very words of Jesus which they heard 4:39-42

a) From the Samaritan woman’s city many believed in Jesus because of the testimony of the woman 4:39

b) The Samaritans demonstrated belief in Jesus by asking Him to stay with them, and affirming to the woman that they believe also because of that which He has spoken to them 4:40-42

(1) When the Samaritans came to Jesus they asked Him to stay with them; He agreed for two days and many more believed in Him because of His word 4:40-41

(2) The people professed that they believed in Jesus, not only because of the woman's testimony, but also because of what they have heard for themselves that He is the Savior of the world 4:42

7. The Official at Capernaum: As Jesus returned to Galilee after leaving Samaria and unbelieving Jerusalem, He was received by the people for His signs, and gave life from far off to the royal official’s son because he believed in His word, yielding even more belief 4:43-54

a. Setting: After Jesus spent two days in Samaria, He returned to Galilee because of their rejection of Him in Jerusalem, whereupon, the people received Him in view of His miracles, and a royal official from Capernaum besought Him to heal his terminally ill son 4:43-47

1) After two days Jesus went forth from Samaria unto Galilee because he was not received in Jerusalem (his home town), and those in Galilee received Him because of the miracles which He did at the feast in Jerusalem 4:43-45

2) Jesus came to Cana where He made the water wine, and a certain royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum requested that He come and heal his near to death son 4:46-47

b. Through the healing of the royal official’s son, Jesus demonstrated a sign to unbelieving Israel that if one would believe in His word, He could give life from far off 4:48-53

1) Jesus affirmed that Israel (and this man) will not believe unless they see signs 4:48

2) The royal official besought Him again to come down to Capernaum before his son dies 4:49

3) Jesus exhorted the man to go on home because his son would remain alive (note the faith required before the sign) 4:50a

4) The man believed and started off for home 4:50b

5) The man’s faith was confirmed in that he was met by his slaves who announced that his son was living, and that he began to get better at the very hour in which told him that his son would live yielding continued belief by him and his whole household 4:51-53

c. Conclusion: This was the second sign that Jesus performed, when He had come out of Judea into Galilee 4:54

B. Rejection through Conflicts: Jesus’ later ministry unveils (through six conflicts) His rejection as Messiah by the nation even though many do believe in Him 5:1--12:50

1. Conflict one: In response to Jesus’ healing of a man at the Bethesda pool on the Sabbath where He equated Himself with God, the Jews tried to kill Jesus 5:1-47

a. The Miracle: When Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast, He healed a lame man, warned him of greater consequences if he continued to sin, and proclaimed to the Jews that He was doing the work of God on the Sabbath 5:1-18

1) Setting: When Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast, He came upon a man lying in his sickness at the pool of Bethesda 5:1-6a

a) Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews 5:1

b) Jesus came to the pool at the sheep gate which is called Bethesda and to a man, among many who were sick, lying in his sickness 5:2-6a

2) Through a series of dialogues and narrations, Jesus heals a lame man who aligns himself with the Jews against Him, and thus warns the man of a worse judgment which will come upon him, and proclaims to the Jews that He is doing the work of God on the Sabbath 5:6b-18

a) Dialogue: Jesus healed the lame man at the pool by His word even though the man thought he had to enter the water to be made whole 5:6b-8

(1) Jesus, knowing that the man had been lying there ill for a long time, asked him if he wanted to get well 5:6b

(2) The man proclaimed his dilemma of not being able to get to the pool in time after the waters had been stirred 5:7

(3) Jesus told the man to arise, take up his pallet, and walk 5:8

(4) The man was immediately healed, took up his pallet, and began to walk 5:9a

b) Narration: It was the Sabbath that day, and the Jews began to question the man 5:9b-10a

c) Dialogue: After the Jews accused the man of breaking the Sabbath, the man accused his healer of telling him to do so, but said that he did not know his identity when questioned further by the Jews 5:10b-13

(1) The Jews accused the man of breaking the Sabbath 5:10b

(2) The man accused his healer, Jesus, of telling him to do this sabbath breaking work 5:11

(3) The Jews asked for the identity of his healer, but the man did not know it 5:12-13

d) Narration: Afterward Jesus found the man in the temple and spoke to him 5:14a

e) Dialogue: Reminding the man that He had healed him, Jesus warned him to not sin any more lest something worse happen to him 5:14b-c

(1) Jesus reminded the man that he had been healed 5:14b

(2) Jesus warned the man not sin any more lest something worse happen to him 5:14c

f) Narration: The man goes from Jesus and reported to the Jews the identity of Jesus Whom they persecuted because he was doing these things on the Sabbath 5:16

g) Dialogue: In response to the objection of the Jews that Jesus is working on the Sabbath, He affirms that He is doing the work of the Father in healing the man. (He takes the Jews beyond the Sabbath law to the work of God (just as he took the man [physically] beyond the healing pool to the very power of God) 5:17

3) Discourse: Jesus proclaims that judgment rather than life remains upon the Jews because of their rejection of Jesus concerning Whom the Father and Moses bear witness 5:19-44

a) Since Jesus only does, with respect to life and judgment, that which the Father has given Him to do, He exhorts the Jews to hear and believe in order to pass from Judgment to life 5:19-30

(1) Jesus only does, and will do, what the Father does and has given Him to do 5:19-23

(2) Jesus exhorts the Jews to pass out of His realm of judgment into his realm of life by hearing what He says and believing that the Father sent Him 5:24

(3) Jesus supports His offer of "life from judgment" by explaining God's provisions in view of His roles as Messiah and Judge, affirming His future role with the dead and repeating that His judgment is from the Father 5:25-30

b) Even though Jesus’ identity is witnessed to by the Father who works through Him, the Jews continue in their unbelieving rejection because they have no relationship with the Father 5:31-44

(1) For the benefit of the Jews' salvation, Jesus explains that His identity, as "being from the Father" is not based upon a false solitary witness or even the true and condemning witness of John, but upon the witness of the Father who works through Jesus 5:31-37

(2) Jesus accuses and then demonstrates to the Jews that they have no relationship with the Father by their unbelieving rejection of Him 5:37b-44

c) Moses, and not Jesus, will judge the Jews in their unbelief toward Jesus because he wrote of Jesus and they are not believing His writings and thus Jesus’ words 5:44-47

2. Conflict two: While in Galilee, Jesus teaches the miraculously-fed multitude that He is the “Bread of Life” of whom they must partake, whereupon many withdraw while the twelve remain because Christ has the words of eternal life 6:1-71

a. The Miracle for All: Through feeding the multitude, Jesus raises an awareness in the people’s mind that He is the Prophet spoken of by Moses--He is the new Moses who once also fed the nation 6:1-14

b. When Jesus perceived that they wanted to come by force and make Him to be King, He withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone 6:15

c. Miracle to Disciple: Jesus demonstrated to His disciples that even though He refused to be made King over the people, He is still the New Moses who triumphs over the water 6:16-21

d. The Discourse: Jesus instructs the multitudes who came after Him from the other side of the Sea of Galilee to not seek the physical, but the Spiritual aspects of life 6:22-40

1) The setting: (6:22-25)

2) Physical bread parishes while spiritual bread endures 6:26-27

3) Man’s moral work--God’s work of belief in Jesus 6:28-29

4) Physical bread, manna, to Israel--Spiritual bread is the true bread, Jesus, which gives life to the world 6:30-33

5) Physical response for bread evermore--Spiritual response for them to believe so as to have life’s longings satisfied and to have eternal life 6:34-40

e. The Reactions:

1) The Jews grumbled rejecting Jesus as from God 6:41-42

2) Jesus again affirms that He is the bread out of heaven who gives eternal life if appropriated 6:43-51

3) The Jews began to argue because He said that His flesh must be eaten 6:52

4) Jesus affirms that He, the Bread, is appropriated by trusting in Him as the atoning sacrifice for our sin 6:53-59 (cf. Lev. 17:10-14)

5) Many of the disciples found this statement difficult and therefore did not believe or follow Him any longer 6:60-66

6) Simon spoke for the Twelve as believing because Jesus had the words of eternal life, but Jesus identified that one, Judas, who would depart--betray Him 6:67-71

3. Conflict three: When Jesus returns to Jerusalem there is a resumption of hostility towards Him 7:1--10:21

a. At the Feast of Tabernacles Jesus teaches in the temple whereupon the people respond by challenging His authority, rejecting Him and wanting to kill Him 7:1-36

1) Setting: 7:1-2

2) Jesus refused to publicly present Himself publicly (in the caravan) going up to Jerusalem as His brothers argued, but privately entered the city later during the feast seeking the best opportunity in view of the hostility of the Jews 7:3-13

3) When Jesus went up into the temple to teach and was questioned by the Jews about where He received His learning, He turned the question around insisting that He teaches from God and if they were seeking God they would recognize this 7:14-18

4) Jesus exhorts the Jews to repent concerning their rejection of Him because He does not break Moses’ law any more than they when they circumcise on the Sabbath 7:19-24

5) In the confusion of the people who wonder why Jesus is being allowed to teach if the rulers are seeking to kill Him and questioning Jesus’ Messiahship because they know of His origin (cf. Mal. 3:1, and Matt. 4:5ff), Jesus explains that He is Messiah and can demonstrate that authority because He was sent from God rather than Nazareth 7:25-29

6) While some believed in Jesus many did not and even tried to seize Him 7:30-36

b. When at the feast of Booths Jesus teaches on the eschatological work of the Holy Spirit (cf. Zech. 14:8, 16-19; cf. also Joel 2; Jeremiah 31, etc.) there is a varied response of belief and unbelief: seeing Him as a prophet or Christ, not as Messiah, as one who should be punished, and as one to be rejected 7:37-53

1) The discourse 7:37-39

2) The varied response 7:40-53

c. Jesus proclaims Himself to be the light of the world and as existing before Abraham, whereupon the Jews seek to stone Him
 (8:1-59)

1) The Sign: Jesus exposes the sin of the leaders and forgives the sin of the woman (cf. 1:4-5, 9) 8:1-11

2) Dialogue: Through a dialogue, Jesus demonstrates himself to be the “Light of the World” as he wrangles with the religious leaders who reject Him exposing their sin 8:12-59

a) Jesus proclaims that He is the Light of the World who exposes and forgives sin (cf. Isa. 9:2) 8:12

b) When Jesus is accused by the Pharisees of bearing false witness of Himself, He argues logically against them exposing their error 8:13-19

(1) Jesus is accused by the Pharisees of bearing false witness of Himself 8:13

(2) Jesus proclaims that His self-witness is true because He knows his origin and destiny with the Father (unlike the Pharisees), and thus only He could speak of these things 6:14

(3) Jesus proclaims that they judge according to themselves (alone), but He judges with the Father (two witnesses) 6:15-16

(4) Jesus proclaims that His testimony is in agreement with the requirements of the Law (Dt. 17:6; 19:15) as both He and The Father testify to His identity (being the only ones who could) 8:17-18

(5) Jesus proclaims that they demonstrate that they do not know Him, the revelation of the Father 8:19

c) Jesus proclaimed to the Jews that he was from the Father and was going back to the Father, but that they would not be able to follow Him, but would recognize who He was when they crucified Him causing many to believe in Him 8:21-30

d) Jesus told those Jews who had believed in Him that there was a freedom (sanctification) which will come to those who remain in the truth of His word 8:31-32

e) When the Jews objected to Jesus words about being set free since they have “always been free,” Jesus responded by affirming that they are slaves now to sin (even if they do not recognize it) and by trusting in Him as the Son of the Father they will be made free people in the sense of being free from the lord of sin--the devil who is their father 8:33-58

3) The Jews picked up stones to throw at Jesus but he hid Himself and went out of the temple 8:59

d. Jesus heals a blind man and the response is varied: some are uncertain; there is a division among the Pharisees, some reject Him but the healed man believes in Him
 9:1-41

1) The Sign: Jesus heals a man blind from birth in a manner which demonstrates Him to be the God of the OT as the light of the World 9:1-12

2) The Sermon/Dialogue: Through an examination of the man the Jews demonstrate their rejection of the light offered by Jesus, while the man comes to an awareness of who Jesus is as a believer (cf. notes, #19 for the progression of the man)

a) The Jews interview the man who confesses Jesus as a prophet 9:13-17

b) The Jews interview the parents of the man who refuse to identify Jesus because of their fear of the Jews 9:18-22

c) The Jews interview the man again demonstrating that they do not understand God, and the man proclaims that Jesus is from God 9:23-34

d) Jesus interviews the man leading him to the knowledge that He is the Son of Man, and to worship of Him 9:35-38

e) In a discussion with the Pharisees Jesus proclaimed that he has come to give spiritual sight to those who believe in Him but spiritual blindness to those who physically see but do not believe in Him 9:39-40

e. Jesus teaches that He is the Shepherd of Israel (unlike the Jewish leaders) whereupon He is rejected by some and accepted by others
 (10:1-21)

1) JESUS IS A SHEPHERD, NOT A THIEF: The sheep follow His familiar voice rather than run as from a thief 10:1-6

2) JESUS IS THE DOOR TO THE SHEEP NOT A THIEF: He protects and gives life to the sheep unlike the thief who kills and destroys the sheep 10:7-10

3) JESUS IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD, NOT THE HIRELING: He lays down His life for the sheep unlike the hireling who flees in danger 10:11-18

f. There was a mixed response to Jesus words (10:19-21)

4. Conflict four: At the feast of Dedication Jesus claims to be One with God in nature and the Jews attempt to stone Him even though others believed 10:22-42

a. Jesus claims absolute unity with the Father 10:22-33

b. Jesus justifies His claim to be one with the Father by claiming to be the individual who has realized the perfect union of man with God as judge--the Son of God 10:34-39

1) Jesus claims to be the Son of God like those in Psalm 82:6 10:34-36

2) Jesus supports His claim by the works of God which He does 10:37-39

c. There are mixed responses to Jesus 10:40-42

5. Conflict five: At the conflict in Bethany Jesus revealed Himself to be God by raising Lazarus from the dead, whereupon many Jews believed while the leaders rejected Christ and wanted to kill both Him and Lazarus 11:1--12:11

a. The Raising of Lazarus: Jesus as the purposeful, good lover of his people instills hope of the resurrection by raising Lazarus from the dead, but some in their rebellion refuse to believe, and seek to seize Jesus 11:1-57

1) Setting: Jesus learns though a message from Mary and Martha that Lazarus, whom he loves, he sick 11:1-3

a) Moving from general to specific the narrator identifies Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha whom Jesus loved to be ill 11:1-2

b) The sisters sent word to Jesus that the one whom he loved was sick 11:3

2) Jesus’ response: Jesus responds to the report about Lazarus by proclaiming the purpose of his death, by allowing time for Lazarus to die before he came, and by encouraging the disciples to go with him since he was going to raise him to increase their faith 11:4-16

a) Jesus proclaims the purpose of the sickness: to end in the glory of God 11:4

b) Out of true love for Mary, Martha and Lazarus Jesus remained two more days where he was 11:5-6

c) When Jesus suggested that they go to Judea the disciples questioned the wisdom of the choice in view of the hostility there, but Jesus explained that an accident would not occur, and that He was going to raise Lazarus from the dead, then the disciples went expecting to die with him 11:7-16

3) The people’s response: When Jesus came to where Lazarus was he learned that he had been buried for four days, and then comforted Martha and Mary in their expressions of grief, but the people watching misunderstood Jesus’ actions as impotence 11:17-37

a) Setting: When Jesus came he learned that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days, and many people had come to console Martha and Mary 11:17-19

b) Martha came to Jesus wishing that he had been there, and became convinced through discussion that Jesus as Messiah could raise Lazarus if he chose to, so she went to get Mary for Jesus 11:20-28

c) Mary came in great sorrow to Jesus also wishing that he had been there before Lazarus’ death, and Jesus wept over the effects of evil 11:29-35

d) The Jews who were watching Jesus with Mary misunderstood Jesus’ weeping to mean that he was impotent to help 11:36-37

4) Christ Responds: Even though Jesus faces the hesitancy of Martha, He explains that she is about to see the glory of God if she believes, and He, as God’s vindicated servant, raises Lazarus from the dead 11:38-44

a) Jesus came to the grave of Lazarus and asked that they remove the stone 11:38-39a

b) Martha objected to Jesus’ request (thinking that he wanted to see the body), and Jesus reminded her of their previous words (11:22-26) urging her that by believing she would see the glory of God 11:39b-40

c) When they removed the stone, Jesus visibly prayed to the Father so that all might understand that the Father was vindicating him, then Jesus ordered Lazarus to come out of the tomb, and when he came forth bound, he ordered them to unbind him and let him go 11:41-44

5) The response of the people to the raising of Lazarus: Although many believed, some did not, but identified themselves with the religious leaders who sought to kill Jesus for the “sake of the nation” 11:45-57

a) Many of the Jews present, beheld what Jesus had done and believed in Him 11:45

b) There were some Jews who saw what Jesus had done, but did not believe and thus identified themselves with the religious leaders in their rebellion 11:46-57

(1) Some people who were present went to the Pharisees to report what had happened 11:46

(2) The chief priests and the Pharisees under the leadership of Caiaphas become threatened by Jesus and resolve to destroy him in order that the nation might live (irony) 11:47-53

c) Jesus retreated from his public ministry to be with his disciples, and at the Passover the people wondered about him, and the leaders gave orders to turn him in so that they might seize him 11:54-57

b. Jesus determines to come to the Passover as the Lamb of God to be slaughtered by and for those who were pursuing Him as He comes to Bethany where Lazarus was 12:1

c. Mary anoints the feet of Jesus (foreshadowing His burial and announcing his Messiahship as King) at the dinner in Bethany where many respond in mixed ways 12:2-11

1) At a supper with Martha and Lazarus, Mary anointed Jesus feet with costly perfume 12:2-3

2) Judas objected to Mary’s “waste” of money, not because he was concerned for the poor, but because he pilfered the money box 12:4-6

3) Jesus responded to Judas’ rebuke, by defending Mary’s actions toward his honor 12:7-8

4) There are many different responses to Jesus presence for the feast 12:9-11

a) The multitude came to see Jesus and Lazarus 11:9

b) The chief priests plotted to murder Lazarus 12:10

c) Many were believing in Jesus on account of Lazarus 12:11

6. Conflict six: In Jerusalem Jesus exhorts the people to believe in Him but they will not, thus the nation enters into unbelief as the Gentiles come to believe in Him 12:20-50

a. The triumphal entry proclaims Jesus as Messiah publicly 12:12-19

b. When the Greeks came to see Jesus (the church in seed form) Jesus knew that His hour had come when He would be humiliated in death, like a seed, but this would lead to glory, so he exhorts those present to follow his example
 12:20-26

c. Jesus submits to the will of the father who confirms that He has been working in Jesus up to now and that He will in what lies ahead, and the people are exhorted to believe whereupon many do not, but some do 12:27-43

1) Jesus expressed his willingness to obey the Father in suffering, and the Father affirmed Jesus by expressing his intention to glorify His name 12:27-28

2) Jesus explained the voice, which the multitude heard, to have been for their benefit, and that judgment was now upon the world and the ruler of the world, as many (Greeks?) are drawn to Jesus as the crucified one 12:29-33

3) When the people ask Jesus who the Son of Man is, he exhorts them to believe in the light before them to become sons of light, then he departed from them 12:34-36

4) Many did not believe in Jesus thus fulfilling the national pattern of hardness spoken by Isaiah (53:1; 6:10) 12:37-41

5) Many rulers believed in Jesus, but did not express their faith because of the pressure of Pharisees 12:42-43

d. An Inclusio with the prologue: Jesus explains His ministry to Israel as the One who reveals the Father to them and offers eternal life if they will believe, but there will be a continuance in judgment under the Law of Moses if they do not 12:44-50

1) Jesus proclaims that belief in him is belief in the one who sent him 12:44-45

2) Jesus proclaims that he is light so that whoever believes in him will not stay in darkness 12:46

3) Jesus proclaims that those who reject his sayings are not judged by him but are judged by the Law of Moses which Jesus affirms, and whose words the Father affirms; Jesus has come to save 12:47-50

III. PREPARATION OF DISCIPLES: Jesus prepares His disciples for their continuation of ministry in His absence 13:1--17:26

A. While Jesus teaches the disciples to follow His example of spiritually cleansing one another, Judas decides not to follow Jesus, and enters the darkness without Him 13:1-30

1. In a context of commitment to His disciples, Jesus taught them to be involved in limited spiritual cleansing with one another encouraging them of their future effectiveness for Him while identifying one of them as a betrayer still in sin 13:1-20

a. In a setting of upcoming pain and hostility, Jesus chose to completely love His disciples 13:1-2

1) This event occurred before the feast of the Passover 13:1a

2) Jesus, knowing all that stands before Him, chose to love His disciples completely 13:1b

3) The Devil was tempting Judas to betray Christ 13:2

b. Taking the form of a servant, Jesus began a necessary, limited, spiritual cleansing of all His disciples, save one who actually needed a full spiritual cleansing 13:3-11

1) Having complete confidence in who He was, Jesus took the posture of a servant and began washing the disciples feet 13:3-5

2) Encountering resistance from Simon Peter, Jesus explained the necessity and essence of this cleansing as limited spiritual cleansing which all needed, except for Judas who was still completely in sin 13:6-11

a) Simon Peter resisted having Jesus wash His feet 13:6-8a

b) Jesus declared the necessity of Peter allowing Him to wash his feet 13:8b

c) Peter over responded by asking for a bath 13:9

d) Jesus explained that for all but one of them (Judas) a bath was not necessary because, unlike Judas who was going to betray him (sin), they were all clean 13:10-11

c. Having completed His humble service, and returned to His position as leader, Jesus instructed the disciples to cleanse one another of limited sin just as He had done 13:12-17

d. In order to identify His audience and encourage them, Jesus clearly stated that one of them would betray Him, but the others would be effective for Him 13:18-20

1) Jesus’ words were not for all of His disciples because one among them, in fulfillment of Scripture, would betray Him 13:18

2) Jesus foretold about His betrayer so that the disciples would be confirmed in their perception of Him as Messiah when the event occurred 13:19

3) Jesus’ disciples would be bearers of God to those who would receive them as proclaimers of Christ 13:20

2. When Jesus identified Judas as the disciple who would betray Him, he chose to betray Christ, and was empowered by Satan, and walked out of the light into the darkness 13:21-30

a. Generally, and then specifically to John, Jesus identified the one who would betray Him as one of them -- Judas 13:21-26

1) After teaching and encouraging those disciples who were committed to Him, Jesus focused on the sinful one by proclaiming that one of them would betray Him 13:21

2) Not being able to discern among themselves whom Jesus was talking about, Simon Peter asked John to ask the Lord whom He was speaking of 13:22-25

3) Jesus identified the betrayer to John as Judas Iscariot 13:26

b. Upon choosing to reject the offer of Christ, Judas was empowered by Satan, allowed to go by Christ, and left the Light for the darkness 13:27-30

1) After receiving the morsel, Judas made a decision to betray Jesus and Satan entered him 13:27a

2) Jesus exhorted Judas to do what he was going to do quickly 13:27b

3) The other eleven disciples did not understand what Christ was telling Judas to do 13:28-29

4) Judas chose to leave Christ and entered into darkness 13:30

B. Jesus teaches about His coming departure from the disciples to the Father who is heaven 13:31--14:31

1. When Judas had gone out, Jesus began to teach His disciples about His future glorification by the Father through which He would depart from them, and insisted that they could not follow Him, but needed to demonstrate to all men that they were His disciples through their love for one another, and that even Peter, in his zeal to follow Him, would deny Him three times before the cock crowed 13:31-38

a. Setting: Jesus began to teach when Judas had gone out 13:31a

b. Jesus proclaimed to the eleven that now the Father was going to be glorified in Jesus, and thus going to glorify Jesus 13:31b-32

c. Jesus told His disciples that they were not able to follow Him where He was going, but that in His absence they should demonstrate to all men that they are His disciples by loving one another 13:33-35

1) Jesus proclaimed to His disciples that He is going somewhere where they cannot follow Him 13:33

2) Jesus commands that His disciples love one another and thus demonstrate to all men that they are His disciples 13:34-35

d. In a dialogue with Peter, Jesus insisted against his objections that Peter could not follow Him now, and would indeed betray Him three times before the cock crows 13:36-38

1) Peter asked the Lord where He was going 13:36a

2) Jesus told Peter that he cannot follow Him now, but He will follow Him later 13:36

3) Peter questioned why he could not follow Jesus now since he was ready to lay down his life for Him 13:37

4) Jesus questioned Peter’s affirmation and prophesied that he would betray Him three times before the cock crowed three times. 13:38

2. Jesus encouraged His disciples to faithfulness in light of His upcoming departure from them and their fears 14:1-31

a. Jesus encouraged His disciples by giving them knowledge about what was going to occur 14:1-14

1) Jesus spoke of leaving and preparing a place for His disciples where He will take them 14:1-6

a) Jesus encouraged His disciples presently by urging them to not get stirred up, but to trust Him as they do God 14:1

b) Jesus informed His disciples about their future through His intention to go and prepare a place for them to dwell in the presence of God and that He plans to certainly return for them 14:2-3

c) Jesus informed His disciples presently that they know the way to be where He is going 14:4-6

(1) Jesus stated that they know the way where He is going 14:4

(2) Thomas questioned their knowing the way since they did not even know where He was going 14:5

(3) Jesus identified Himself as the way, truth, and life as well as His place of going as "to the Father" 14:6

2) Jesus strengthened His disciples’ confidence in Him by reinforcing for them His close relationship with the Father as God, and by affirming that the result their belief will yield great works through them 14:7-14

a) Jesus reinforced for His disciples His close relationship with the Father as God 14:7-11

(1) Jesus explained their confusion by their not perceiving who He was, and He assured them that they would understand later 14:7

(2) Philip demonstrated their misunderstanding by asking Jesus to show them the Father 14:8

(3) Upon chiding Philip for not being more perceptive, Jesus identified Himself with the Father and urged the disciples to trust Him, if not for His words at least for His works 14:9-11

b) Jesus taught His disciples that by trusting upon Him, being obedient to Him, and by acting and asking in accordance with His character, He would work through them 14:12-15

b. Jesus encouraged His disciples to express their commitment to Him by obedience because it will yield a reaction of commitment by God to them and thus a greater revelation of Himself to them 14:15-24

1) Jesus affirms that if the disciples love Him, they will keep His commandments 14:15

2) Jesus promises to give the Holy Spirit of truth to those in fellowship with Him which the world does not have because it does not even see Him, let alone know Him 14:16-17

3) Jesus promises to return for His own as for children, unlike the world, and that their close relationship will then be discerned 14:18-20

4) Jesus explains that obedience to Him will lead to a fuller disclosure of God to them 14:21-24

c. Jesus encourages His disciples while with them so they will not be stirred up or become cowardly, but will have confidence in their peace with God 14:25-27

1) Jesus assures His disciples of a Helper whom He will send for them, Who will teach and help them to remember 14:25-26

2) Jesus explains that the help which He has given them is a peace which is not like the world’s but should settle them since it is a peace with God 14:27

d. Jesus gives His disciples an illustration of love in how they should have responded to Him and how He would respond to the Father 14:28-31

1) Jesus explains to His disciples that commitment, or love, was not a part of their reaction to Jesus leaving; their reaction should have been rejoicing for Him 14:28

2) Jesus explains to His disciples that commitment, or love, is seen in what He does for them 14:29-31

a) Jesus prepared the disciples in order to enable them to believe in Him when events come to pass 14:29

b) Jesus obeyed the Father against the onslaught of the ruler of this world 14:30-31a

c) Jesus walked on to the place of His betrayal
 14:31b

C. Jesus teaches about the necessity for His followers to remain in fellowship with Him by loving others in order to bear fruit for Him 15:1-17

1. Jesus proclaims himself to be the true obedient son of God (cf. “vine” in Isa. 5:1ff) whose followers are disciplined at the hand of the Father in order to also produce fruit 15:1-2

2. Jesus identifies his audience to be those who are already cleansed by the word which he had spoken to them 15:3 (cf. 13:10)

3. Jesus exhorts his believing disciples to remain in fellowship (abide) with him in order to be able to bare fruit 15:4-5

4. Jesus explains the negative and positive consequences their relationship with Him 15:6-8

a. Negatively, if anyone does not remain in fellowship with him, that one will experience severe discipline 15:6

b. Positively, God the Father will work through anyone who is in fellowship with Jesus, so as to glorify Himself, and thus show to others that they are disciples of Jesus 15:7-8

5. Jesus explains that abiding in him means to obey his commandment to love just as the Father has loved him and He has loved them 15:9-17

D. Jesus teaches his disciples about how the world will hate them because it already hates Him in order to prepare them for this in His absence 15:18--16:4

1. Jesus explains to His disciples that the world will respond by rejecting them, even in their love, because they are of Christ and the world has rejected Him--Christ is our example 15:18-21

2. The world is guilty because of its rejection of Jesus, who demonstrated Himself to it 15:22-25

3. The disciples, through the Spirit, will also be a testimony to Christ 15:26-27

4. Jesus has a preparatory design in telling His disciples of their upcoming persecutions 16:1-4

E. Jesus teaches his disciples about the coming work of the Spirit in their lives 16:5-15

1. Even though the disciples are only focusing upon the absence of Christ in his upcoming departure, He explains the reason for His departure: it will be to their advantage--to send the Helper to them 16:5-7

2. Jesus amplifies His reason for going by discussing the work of the Holy Spirit with the World and with the Disciples 16:8-15

a. Jesus describes the Spirit’s work when He comes as convicting the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment 16:8-11

b. Jesus describes the Spirit’s work when He comes as being the revealer of further revelation of Christ to the disciples 16:12-15

F. Jesus teaches his disciples about what will occur in their lives when he leaves them 16:16-33

1. In view of Christ’s departure and coming, He tells His disciples of their future relationship with God the Father and Him 16:16-28

a. Christ causes the disciples to be puzzled by prophesying that they will not seen Him and then they will see Him 16:16-18

b. Jesus explains the coming emotions of the disciples to His departure and return in the context of the world (they will weep and the world will rejoice with His departure) and with an illustration of a pregnant mother in that their joy will be great when they see Him again 16:19-22

c. Jesus explains that in the future the disciples will pray in His name and receive joy and a clear understanding of the Father 16:23-28

2. The disciples respond to Jesus by pretending to understand all that He is saying now 16:27-30

3. Jesus questions their assurances to Him in view of their future defection, but tells them of this so that later they may have confidence in Him amidst the tribulation 16:31-33

a. Jesus questions their assurances once again by prophesying of their future departure from Him 16:31-32

b. Jesus explains His purpose in telling of the future, namely, so that they will have confidence in Him when the tribulation of the world begins 16:33

G. Jesus intercedes in prayer for Himself, His disciples and the world 17:1-26

1. Jesus prays for Himself that God would restore to Him the glory which He had with the Father, and thus that He might glorify the Father 17:1-5

a. Jesus prays that the Father might glorify Him so that He might glorify the Father 17:1

b. Jesus illustrates how this reciprocal giving was done through authority on earth 17:2-4

c. Jesus asks for glory as He had before with the Father 17:5

2. Jesus prays for the disciples and other believers 17:6-24

a. Jesus prays for the disciples and not for the world because they have received His revelation 17:6-10

b. Jesus prays that in His absence the Father might keep the disciples unified 17:11-12

c. Jesus prays that the disciples might have Christ’s joy 17:13

d. Jesus prays for the authority of the disciples in that they might have unity with the truth and that all might have protection to share the truth 17:14-23

e. Jesus prays that believers (and especially the disciples) might see His glory in the future 17:24

3. Christ proclaims that his obedience is the basis for His prayer: He has made the Father known and will do so that they might know and make known God’s love 17:25-26

IV. PASSION AND RESURRECTION: Through the Passion and Resurrection of Jesus, He is demonstrated to be God’s satisfaction for the sin of mankind as the Passover lamb who is the Davidite, who has been vindicated by the Lord and is to be believed upon 18--20

A. Jesus, knowing what was coming, presented Himself to the soldiers, protected His disciples and stopped any rebellion by His disciples as the soldiers came to arrest Him 18:1-11

1. Setting: Jesus led His disciples across the Kidron valley to the garden, and Judas also led the Roman cohort, and temple officers to the garden to capture Jesus 18:1-3

a. After Jesus had spoken to His disciples, they all crossed over the ravine of the Kidron to the garden 18:1

b. Judas, knowing where Jesus would be, came with Roman cohort and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees for Him 18:2-3

2. The Arrest: When the soldiers came to capture Jesus, He, with full understanding of the will of the Father as the obedient Son, took the initiative to identify himself, protect His disciples, and stop any counter rebellion through His disciples 18:4-11

a. Having full knowledge of all things that were coming, Jesus went forth to Judas and the solders and asked them whom they were seeking 18:4

b. The solders replied that they were seeking Jesus the Nazarene, and He answered saying, “I am He,” whereupon they drew back and fell to the ground 18:5-6

c. Again Jesus asked the solders concerning whom they were seeking; they said, “Jesus the Nazarene”, and He affirmed that He was that One, and insisted that His disciples be released thus fulfilling His word that He did not lose any of those given to Him by the Father 18:7-9

d. Simon Peter drew a sword and cut off the right ear of Malchus, the high priest’s slave, but Jesus told Peter to stop fighting since he must do that which the Father has given him to do 18:10-11

B. Jesus is tried by the religious leaders and is demonstrated to be innocent of insurrection; He is also tried by the civil leaders and is demonstrated to be innocent, but handed over to be crucified out of the disloyalty of the Jews to Rome 18:12--19:16

1. The Religious trial:In an inquisition before Annas, Jesus is demonstrated to not be guilty of insurrection by his words, the abusive nature of the Jews toward Him, and the denial of Peter of even knowing Him in the court of Annas 18:12-27

a. The Roman cohort and the Jewish officers arrested Jesus, bound Him and led Him to Annas first, who was the father-in-law of Caiphas--the high priest that year and had advised the Jews that it was expedient for one man to die on behalf of the people 18:12-14

1) Simon Peter, who was enabled to enter the court of Annas by another disciple, denied that He was one of Jesus’ disciples as they warmed themselves at a fire in the court 18:15-18

2) Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus, and the other disciple, knowing the high priest, managed to bring Peter into the court of Annas 18:15-16

3) Peter denied being one of Jesus’ disciples to a slave girl as he warmed himself with those in the court at a fire 18:17-18 

b. Jesus is questioned concerning insurrection by Annas, answers that He has not taught anything to His disciples than that which has been publicly proclaimed, is struck for His manner of speech to the high priest, and questions the validity of this since there is no witness that He has said anything wrong; Annas sent Jesus to Caiaphas 18:19-23

1) The high priest questioned Jesus about His disciples and His teaching with the question of insurrection in view 18:19

2) Jesus affirms that He has spoken all of His teachings openly to His disciples, and that they should ask them since they know what He said 18:20-21

3) Jesus was struck for the way which He spoke to the high priest, but He asked them as to why He was struck if they cannot bear witness of that which is wrong 18:22-23

4) Annas sent Jesus bound to Caiaphas 18:24

c. As Simon Peter was warming himself by the fire, he is twice identified as a disciple of Jesus, and twice denies it, whereupon the cock crowed 18:25-27

1) As Simon Peter was warming himself by the fire, they asked him if he was not one of Jesus’ disciples and he denied being one 18:25

2) One of the slaves of the high priest who was a relative of the one whose ear Peter cut off asked Peter if he had not seen him in the garden with Jesus and he denied it again 18:26-27a

3) Immediately after Peter’s last denial, a cock crowed 18:27b

2. The Civil Trial: Pilate, though convinced of Jesus’ innocence, is forced by the Jews in their rejection of Jesus and their loyalty to Rome to hand Jesus over to them for crucifixion 18:28--19:16

a. Setting: The soldiers led Jesus from Caiaphas into the Praetorium early in the morning but did not enter so that they might “not be defiled” to eat the “Passover” 18:28

b. Pilot spoke with the Jews seeking their accusation against Jesus, and urged them to judge Him themselves, but they insisted that He was an evildoer, and that they did not have the right to put a man to death fulfilling Jesus’ words concerning the kind of death He was about to die 18:29-32

c. Pilot questioned Jesus about His kingship on behalf of the Jews whereupon Jesus proclaimed Himself to be a King proclaiming the truth but not one from this earth 18:33-38a

1) Pilot re-entered the Praetorium, summoned Jesus, and asked Him if He was the King of the Jews 18:33

2) Jesus asked Pilot if He was asking on behalf of Rome or the Jews 18:34

3) Pilot tells Jesus that He is asking on behalf of the Jews 18:35

4) Jesus answers Pilot’s question on behalf of the Jews by affirming that His Kingdom is not sourced in this world even though He is indeed a King bearing witness to the truth to which Pilot responded in irritation not understanding Jesus 18:36-38a

d. Pilot, not finding any guilt in Jesus, attempted to appease the Jews’ religious zeal by offering to release this “King of the Jews” as a Passover gift, but Israel demonstrated their evil by insisting upon the release of Barabbas who was a robber (guilty) 18:38b-40

1) Pilot went out again to the Jews 18:38b

2) Pilot proclaimed that he found no guilt in Jesus 18:38c

3) In an attempt to appease the Jews’ religious zeal Pilot offered to release the King of the Jews to them for the Passover, but they insisted that He release Barabbas, a robber 18:39-40

e. In an attempt to placate the Jews, Pilot had Jesus beaten and presented in a humble state so that they might not seek his death, but they insisted upon it because He made himself out to be the Son of God 19:1-7

1) Pilot took Jesus and scourged Him allowing some to mock Him and beat Him in the face in an attempt to placate the Jews 19:1-3

2) Pilot brought out a humiliated Jesus in whom he found no guilt, dressed as a mock king so that they might not insist upon Jesus’ death 19:4-5

3) When the Chief priests and the officers insisted that Pilate crucify Jesus, he again proclaimed Him as having no guilt and exhorted them to crucify Him, to which they cried that He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God 19:6-7

f. Pilate fearfully re-entered the Praetorium to question Jesus’ origin, received no response, threatened Him with his authority, and learned that his authority was not his but given to him by God and that the Jews (in Caiaphas) have even a greater sin 19:8-11

1) When Pilate heard that Jesus was the Son of God, He re-entered in fear the Praetorium again to question Jesus 19:8-9a

2) Pilot asked Jesus where He was from (considering the possibility of His being a demi-god), but Jesus gave him no answer 19:9b

3) Pilate proclaimed that He had authority over Jesus life and death to which Jesus explains that his authority was given to Him from above and that the Jews (in Caiaphas) have a greater sin under God’s authority 19:10-11

g. Even though Pilate continued to make efforts to release Jesus, He was forced by the Jews’ rejection of Jesus, and allegiance to Rome to deliver Him over to be crucified 19:12-16

1) Again Pilate made efforts to release Jesus but was threatened by the Jews that to do so would be an act of disloyalty to Rome 19:12

2) Pilot came out to the Pavement on the day of the preparation for the Passover and sat down on the judgment seat and sarcastically presented Jesus as their King 19:13-14

3) The people cried that Jesus should be taken away and crucified 19:15a

4) Pilate asked them if he should crucify their king 19:15b

5) The chief priest answered that they had “no king but Caesar” 19:15

6) Pilate delivered Jesus to them to be Crucified 19:16

C. The Crucifixion: As Jesus is crucified, He is demonstrated to be the true Passover Lamb who is the Davidite who provides for the sin of the world as their substitute 19:17-42

1. Jesus bore His own cross to Golgotha, was crucified with two other men and with the inscription “Jesus The Nazarene, the King of the Jews” on the cross in Hebrew, Latin and Greek 19:17-20

2. The Jews asked that Pilate change the inscription, but He would not 19:21-22

3. The acts in the crucifixion of Jesus demonstrated the function and work which He was performing on the Cross 19:23-37

a. As Jesus’ garments were divided by the soldiers He was the Davidite whose garments were divided (cf. Psalm 22:19) 19:23-25

b. People entered the family of God at the foot of the cross 19:26-27

c. Jesus suffered as out substitute on the cross as our sin (His thirst) was placed upon Him 19:28-29

d. Jesus paid for all of the sin of the world on the cross when He said “It is finished” (Τετέλεσται) and gave up His spirit 19:30

e. When Jesus is taken from the cross, does not have His legs broken, He is seen to be the true Passover Lamb who was the Davidite by a later repentant generation 19:31-37

1) Pilate agrees to allow the men to be taken down from the crosses; therefore, Jesus is not left hanging upon a cross as a criminal accursed of God according to Deuteronomy 21:23 19:31

2) Jesus does not have his legs broken by the soldiers when the examine Him thus fulfilling Scripture that He is the true Passover lamb (Ex. 12:10-46; Numbers 9:12), and the Davidite (Psalm 34:20) 19:32-36

3) Jesus is the One who will bring a repentant gaze by those of the nation in the tribulation (Zech. 12:10) 19:37

D. The Burial: In the burial of Jesus, two men of Israel demonstrate faith in Him by preparing His body for burial and placing him in a new tomb (probably Joseph’s) 19:28-42

1. Joseph of Arimathea, being a secret disciple of Jesus because of the Jews, received Jesus’ body from Pilate and took it away 19:38

2. Nicodemus, who earlier came to Jesus by night, brought the spices for Jesus’ burial and together with Joseph prepared His body for burial 19:39-40

3. Jesus was buried in a new tomb in which no one had been laid in a garden near the place where He was crucified because the Jewish day of preparation 19:41-42

E. Jesus is resurrected and appears to many bringing about belief in His followers 19:31--20:29

1. Mary, John and Peter come to realize that the tomb is empty 20:1-9

a. Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 20:1-2

1) Mary came early while it was still dark 20:1a

2) Mary saw that the stone was taken from the tomb 20:1b

b. Mary reported to Peter and John that Jesus had been stolen 20:2

c. Peter and John came to the tomb 20:3-10

1) Peter and John both ran to the tomb 20:3-8

a) They were running together 20:3-4a

b) John ran on ahead of Peter 20:4b-5a

c) John did not believe Mary 20:5b

(1) He saw the linen wrapping -- to him it would have appeared that Jesus was still there 

(2) He did not go in to check it out any further

d) Peter came and went into the tomb and saw two things 20:6-7

(1) Peter saw the linen wrappings 20:6

(2) Peter saw the face cloth rolled up by itself 20:7

e) John came into the tomb with Peter and saw what Peter saw 20:8a

f) John now believed Mary that Christ was not there 20:8b

2) The disciples went away again to their own homes 20:10

2. Jesus appears to many 20:11-29

a. Jesus appears to Mary 20:11-18

1) Mary (seems to have followed the Apostles and) is now outside of the tomb weeping
 20:11

2) Mary beheld two angels and expressed her concern that Jesus had been taken away 20:12-13

a) The angels were at both ends of where Jesus’ body should have been 20:12

b) The angels asked why Mary was weeping 20:13a

c) Mary answers that she is upset that Jesus has been taken away 20:13b

3) Mary beheld Jesus 20:14-18

a) After speaking to the angels, Jesus came up from behind her outside of the grave 20:14a

b) Mary did not know that He was Jesus 20:14b

c) Jesus questioned Mary about why she was crying and whom she was seeking 20:15a

d) Mary, supposing Jesus to be the gardener, offers to move Jesus herself if there has been a problem 20:15b

e) Jesus spoke to Mary, calling her by name and she instantly knew who He was and clung to Him so as not to lose Him again 20:16-17a

f) Jesus told Mary that she did not need to worry since He was going to be around for awhile and told her to tell the others, which she did 20:17b-18

b. Jesus appears to His nine disciples 20:19-23

1) This occurs on a Sunday evening (the first day of the week) 20:19a

2) The doors are barred out of fear of the Jews 20:19b

3) Jesus appeared to His disciples

a) He appeared in the midst of them 20:19c

b) Jesus offered His disciples peace from their fears and the guilt of their recent conduct 20:19d

4) Jesus demonstrated Himself as a real person to calm their fears and to turn their sorrows into joy (cf. 16:20-22) 20:20

5) Jesus commissioned these disciples in the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim forgiveness to men with the authority of heaven 20:21-23

c. Jesus appears to Thomas 20:24-29

1) Thomas doubted the resurrection of Jesus 20:24-25

a) He was not with the disciples when Jesus came to them 20:24

b) He had the testimony of the others 20:25a

c) He demanded empirical evidence of the resurrected Jesus 20:25b

2) Jesus appeared again to the disciples with Thomas eight days later and invited Thomas to investigate Him 20:26-27

3) Thomas acknowledges the Lordship and deity of Jesus 20:28

4) Jesus pronounces a blessing upon those who believe without seeing 20:29

F. John expresses belief as the effective design of this book 20:30-31

V. THE EPILOGUE: Jesus restores His followers to active service for Him in Galilee 21:1-25

A. Jesus appears by the Lake to love the disciples 21:1-14

B. Jesus reinstates Peter into the ministry 21:15-23

C. John provides information about the Gospel’s composition 21:24-25

� Cf. Ezekiel 36:24-28; see also 1 Corinthians 6:11; Titus 3:5.


Jesus gives the Spirit in 20:22 and this is how one becomes a child of God.  This is descriptive of the coming New Covenant (cf. Isa. 32:15; Joel 2:28-29; Ezk. 36:25-26).  There is a connection between the gift of the Spirit and becoming children of God (being born of God cf. 1 John 3:9). He is describing the eschatological outpouring of the Spirit (cf. R. Brown, p. 139-141).


� Background: (1) Textually this is a difficult passage: it is probably an authentic account even if it was not originally part of this Gospel.  However, internally, it fits well with 8:12, 15, and 46.


(2) This may be a sign/sermon technique: Jesus demonstrates that He is the Light of the world by exposing and then forgiving sin (Sign), and then proclaims that truth in 8:12)


(3) This also fits with the Exodus motifs of Jesus as: Bread (6), Water (7), and now Light (8).  Jesus is the new Moses


(4) The setting for 8:12 may also lie in the great Manorah lit in the court of the Women during the Feast of Tabernacles and extinguished at the end.  It was to picture YHWH who led the nation as a pillar of light in the wilderness.  Through it the nation acknowledged that they were in darkness and needed light.  When the feast was over they went away with an unsatisfied thirst and in darkness.


� Background: (1) Note in chapter 8 Jesus exposed sin as the “Light of the World,” now in chapter nine he demonstrates that He is the “Light of the World” by giving sight to the blind.  If chapter 8 related to the exposing nature of light, chapter 9 relates to the directional nature of light.


(2) This is another sign/sermon:  (1) He heals the blind man  (9:1-12), (2) He deals with the reactions of the people to the miracle  (9:13-41).


� Background: (1) There is no break between chapters 9 and 10, (2) Jesus evaluates the leaders with Himself as the standard after they reject the miracle of giving sight to the blind, (3) In chapter nine the rulers claim to be the shepherds of Israel, and in chapter ten Jesus lists the tests of a shepherd.


� His death must occur before He is free to reach out to the Greeks since the Jews will not receive Him.


� Now as Jesus is being obedient to the Father, He focuses more on obedience for good to come.


� Perhaps after John and Peter left, Mary decided herself to look into the tomb.
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