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IA. Introduction

This paper is in two parts. The first part concerns the emphasis which the people of God in the Bible put upon God’s word in their lives. It traces this theme through scripture in a limited survey. The second section focuses on the practice of studying God’s word. The reader is encouraged to read both sections. After the student has worked through this paper, he or she should read, “How to Study the Bible: For Beginners—Stage Two” on the BSF website. In that article some of the concepts mentioned here get extended treatment at the level of an entire book, not just a paragraph.

Also, it should be noted that the survey is, of course, partial in nature. Not every passage relating to a particular theme is noted. Thus, there are many more passages that could have been cited in each category, but that would make the entire paper far too long. The passages listed in each category are sufficient, I think, to establish the point being made.

IIA. The Place of the Bible in the Life of the Christian

The purpose of this section is to trace through the Old and New Testaments the idea of the place of the Bible (i.e., verbal revelation now preserved for us in Scripture) in the lives of the people of God. We will see that as God’s revelation it was intended to shape all aspects of their existence. 

1B. The Example of God’s People in the Old Testament

1C. Their Founding Was according to God’s Word

1D. Genesis 12:1-3

The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. 
2 “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
2D. Summary

The first eleven chapters of Genesis record the creation and fall of man (1-3), his subsequent wickedness and judgment in the flood (6-9) and his universal rebellion as evidenced at the Tower of Babel (10-11:9). It is instructive that the narrative describing Abraham’s call is placed immediately after the dispersion of the nations in 11:1-10. Such positioning of the text highlights the amazing grace of God, that though we do not seek him, he seeks us. He reached down in the midst of judgment and plucked out an idolatrous man (cf. Joshua 24:3, 15). He called Abraham to his side and gave him “great and precious” promises—promises concerning the entire globe, the founding of the Israelite nation from which the Messiah was to come (Gen 49:10), and all of human history.
 By his word, just as we saw in Genesis 1-2, God brought new realities into existence and shaped not only Abraham’s life, but also the course of human history.

The point I wish to make is that God saw fit to speak redemptively into our darkness, lest we be lost forever. Just as we needed his word before the Fall (Gen 1:28-30; 2:15-16, 3:8), so also we are in desperate need of his word after the Fall. The revelation given to Abraham was recorded for our benefit and instruction (Rom 15:4; 2 Tim 3:16-17). It became central in the hope of OT saints and was regarded as the word of God to nurture the souls of hundreds of later generations of Israelites (Deut 1:8; 34:4; 1 Chron 16:16; .Psalm 105:9; Matt 1:1, 17; 3:9). It was the basis for messianic hope in Israel (e.g. Luke 1:46-56) and the mission of the early Jewish church to the Gentiles (Acts 1:8; 3:25). It is designed to shape our faith and life as well.

2C. Their Identity and Mission Was Understood from God’s Word

1D. Exodus 19: 5-6
19:5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 19:6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

2D. Leviticus 26:11-12

11 I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you.  12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people.

3D. Isaiah 49:6 (Isaiah 11:10)
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.”

3D. Summary

Not only did God’s word of promise give birth to the nation of Israel—that is, the nation owes its existence to the gracious promise of God—it also shaped and molded the nation’s identity and mission. God not only called them by his word, he shaped and molded them by his word as well. As Exodus 19:5 says, they were to regard their new identity, corporately, as God’s treasured possession. This speaks to their privilege and joy, especially since the whole earth is the Lord’s. Leviticus 26:11-12 speaks to their privilege as well; they were a nation in which God dwelt in a special way: He walked among them and they were to regard themselves as his people.
 They were no longer Hebrew slaves crushed under the weight of Egyptian dominance and servitude, but were free now and could hold their heads up high under Yahweh their redeemer (Lev 26:13). Thus their self consciousness and corporate identity—who they were and how they thought about themselves—was to be shaped by God’s word to that end.

But along with God’s “word of privilege” indicating their phenomenal place in God’s plan to save the world, comes also his word of responsibility. The Israelites, as those who knew God, were to be a kingdom of priests
 and a holy nation. The former speaks to their ministry to a world largely ignorant of God and his ways, and the latter speaks to their imitation of his pure and good character. They were to act like he acted, obeying his commandments which he spoke to Moses and the prophets (Lev 26; Deut 28-30).
 They were chosen for certain reasons, and by God’s word they came to understand their new identity and the mission to which they had been called.

3C. Their Material and Spiritual Blessing Was Understood from God’s Word

The origin of the nation is to be found in the word of God. They came to understand their identity and mission through the word of God. They also came to understand their relationship with God through his word which explained blessing for obedience and cursing for disobedience.

1D. Deuteronomy 32:44-47

44 Moses came with Joshua son of Nun and spoke all the words of this song in the hearing of the people.  45 When Moses finished reciting all these words to all Israel,  46 he said to them, “Take to heart all the words I have solemnly declared to you this day, so that you may command your children to obey carefully all the words of this law.  47 They are not just idle words for you—they are your life. By them you will live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.”
2D. Joshua 1:8

8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.

3D. Isaiah 66:2b

This is the one I esteem: he who is humble and contrite in spirit, and trembles at my word.
4D. Summary

Israel was given the task of walking in obedience to Yahweh, worshipping him properly, witnessing to the nations, and taking possession of the promised land, but she was only able to fulfill this high calling able when present and future generations knew and obeyed the word of God given through Moses (cf. Exod 4:12-16). The word of God, when understood and obeyed by faith, led to Israel’s victory in the promised land. When disobeyed, as in the case of the commands concerning Sabbath rest and the prohibition against idols, she was exiled to Assyria and Babylon. In short, and we ought to take this to heart, Moses said that God’s promise of blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience was not an “idle word” for Israel; it was her life. Isaiah said that God takes note, as it were, of the one who is humble in heart and trembles at his word! We are responsible to obey his word, which presupposes we’re reading and meditating on it, and God is responsible for blessing. Israel’s day to day life was regulated by her obedience to God’s revealed word. So must ours.

4C. Their Destiny Was Understood from God’s Word

1D. Genesis 12:3

12:3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
2D. Isaiah 2; 11; Micah 4; Matt 8:11

3D. Summary

The Genesis 12 text shows the scope of Israel’s destiny in that it includes blessing to the entire world. The passages from Isaiah, Micah, and Matthew show that Israel could expect a time of universal blessing unprecedented in world history (through her messiah). The point is that if she had never spent the time in God’s revealed word she would not have been able to understand all that He had for her.

2B. The Example of Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ is the quintessential example in the Bible of a man who patterned his whole life and teaching on Scripture. While he did not worship the Bible as such, he recognized God’s voice in Moses’ words and in those of the Prophets and he rightly gave heed to what was written. Thus he taught others as well. Let’s have a look.

1C. In His Life in General

1D. Matthew and his “Fulfillment Formula”

The virgin birth (1:22; Isaiah 7:14), Jesus’ call out of Egypt (2:15; Hosea 11:1), Herod’s attempt to kill Jesus (2:17; Jer 31:15), Jesus’ return to Nazareth (2:23; prophets) and the subsequent move to Capernaum (4:14; Isa 9:1-2), his ministry of healing (8:17; Isa 53:4), ministry to the Gentiles (12:17; Isa 42:1-4), teaching in parables (13:35; Psalm 78:2), triumphal entry (21:4; Zech 9:9), betrayal leading to crucifixion (26:56; prophets), and the issue of thirty pieces of silver (27:9; cf. Zech 12:11-12; Jer 18:1-4; 19:1-3) are all portrayed by Matthew as fulfillments of OT prophecy. As such Jesus’ whole life is anticipated in the OT according to God’s revealed word.

2D. Jesus as “The Son of Man”

1E. Daniel 7:13-14 

7:13 “I kept watching in the night visions, and there was coming with the clouds of heaven one like a Son of Man. He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. 7:14 He was given dominion, glory and a kingdom so that all the peoples, nations, and languages might serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away and his kingdom will never be destroyed. 
2E. Mark 8:31; 9:31; 10:33

8:31 Then he began to teach them that it was necessary for the Son of Man to suffer greatly, and to be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and to be killed, and after three days to rise.
3E. Matthew 24:30

And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven and all the tribes of the earth will mourn. And they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.

4E. Summary

Jesus came to be known by many titles (cf. John 1), but the particular one that he chose as a self designation was “the Son of Man.” It was used only by Jesus of himself and never by anyone else in the early church (as recorded in Acts and the epistles) to refer to him (cf. Acts 7:56). The designation comes from Daniel 7:13-14 and enjoyed limited use among Jews in Jesus’ day (cf. 1 Enoch; 4 Ezra). This accounts for why he chose it over “Christos” (Messiah) which carried many different ideas, some of which were overtly political. Jesus was able to pour into this title both the suffering servant motif of Isaiah (Isa 53) and the regal idea of Daniel 7:13-14. In this way he could capture both his present advent (Mark 8:31) as well as his second advent under one reference (Matt 24:30).
 The point is, for our purposes, he looked to Scripture to understand his identity and mission. 

2C. In His Ministry

1D. Christ’s View of Scripture

1E. John 10:34-35

10:34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are gods’? 10:35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and the Scripture cannot be broken—

2E. Summary

The point Jesus is making through Psalm 82:6 is that if God referred to other mortals or angels as “gods,”
 why, if the Scripture is incapable of being turned back or annulled, are the Jews accusing him of blasphemy when he refers to himself specially as God’s son. After all he had been set apart by God, sent into the world, and bears a special filial relationship to the Father. The point for our purposes here is to recognize and appreciate Jesus’ high view of Scripture’s trustworthiness. For him, it could not be “broken.”

2D. The Goal of His Ministry

1E. Matthew 5:17-20

5:17 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have not come to abolish, but to fulfill. 5:18 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle will pass away from the law, until everything comes to pass. 5:19 Therefore, if someone breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same, he will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever practices [them] and teaches others likewise will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 5:20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness exceeds that of the Scribes and Pharisees you will in no way enter the kingdom of heaven.

2E. Summary

There are many interesting questions surrounding the interpretation of this passage as it relates to the book of Matthew, the ministry of Jesus as a whole, and the relationship of the Old and New Testaments. We cannot entertain those questions here, but perhaps the best way to regard these verses is as follows: (1) v. 17 refers to Jesus’ teachings and deeds which fulfill the law and the prophets where “law and prophets” are to be understood in their forward looking essence. That is, Jesus fulfilled them as the Messiah to whom they pointed. The entire passage is colored by the use of “fulfill” which has significant eschatological and kingdom associations in Matthew
; (2) v. 18 presents other problems. It seems to heighten, by way of hyperbole, Jesus’ comments in v. 17 and to indicate for Matthew that the Law as interpreted and fulfilled by Jesus will remain in effect, in some sense, throughout the entire age; (3) v. 19 refers to the commandments of the OT law and prophets as interpreted and applied by Jesus, and (4) v. 20 refers to the perfect demands of the law as set forth, for example, in 5:21-48. 

For our purposes, we note Jesus’ incredibly high view of Scripture in these passages. He regards his entire ministry as inextricably connected to God’s word in the OT and to its fulfillment. In this sense, he is consistent with other OT saints who held God’s word in the highest regard.

3D. The Defense of His Ministry

1E. John 5:37-40

5:37 And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, 5:38 nor does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. 5:39 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 5:40 yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 
2E. Summary

John 5:31-47 reads much like a trial scene from the OT, such as we might have in Isaiah 43:8-13. Jesus offers several lines of evidence in defense of his claims. These include: (1) the witness of the Father (vv. 32, 37) who verifies the following witnesses: (2) John the Baptist (vv. 33-35); (3) the works of Jesus which the Father has given him to complete (v. 36); (4) the Scriptures (vv. 37-40), and Moses himself (vv. 45-47). Again, Jesus is here saying that his life and ministry are testified to by Scripture and that Scripture points to him and those that read it properly come to him for life. For Jesus, Scripture read with a view to knowing him, is essential to the Christian life.

4D. The Foundation of His Spiritual and Ethical Teaching: The OT Shema

1E. Mark 12:29-31

12:29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 12:30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 12:31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 
2E. Summary

The foundation of Jesus’ ethical teaching comes from the OT scriptures, as rightly understood and explained by him. In response to the question from the teacher of the law, Jesus gave him two commandments and not just one. These commandments come from Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18. They are known, along with Numbers 13:37-41 as the Shema in Hebrew liturgy. Shema is the Hebrew imperative meaning “listen” or “hear” and thus the name is taken from the first word in Deuteronomy 6:4. Again, Jesus understands our life to be guided by these OT texts.

3C. In His Temptation and Spiritual Warfare

1D. Matthew 4:1-11

4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 4:2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 4:3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4:4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 4:5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 4:6 saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 4:7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 4:8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 4:9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 4:10 Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 4:11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
2D. Summary

Jesus experience of fasting and temptation parallels that of Israel in her wilderness wanderings (cf. Deuteronomy 8). But whereas she failed in her test, Jesus succeeded. The first temptation to command stones to become bread (4:4) is a temptation for Jesus to use his sonship in a way outside the purview of his God-ordained mission. As such he quotes Deuteronomy 8:3 saying that man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. In the second temptation (4:6), Satan quotes Psalm 91:11-12 (a promise of God’s care) and misapplies it, turning it into an occasion to put God to the test. Again, Jesus responds by properly citing Deuteronomy 6:16: “you shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”  The third and final temptation involves Satan urging Jesus to usurp his role as Davidic messiah apart from his role as suffering-servant—the very portrait of him a few verses earlier in 3:17. He was to bow down and worship Satan and Satan for his part promised him all the kingdoms of the world. Again, Jesus cites Scripture. This time, Deuteronomy 6:13: “Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.” The kingdoms of the world were not to be an idol for Jesus, the new Davidic messiah. He would be given them in due time, when he had fulfilled God’s mission of suffering. Jesus, then, gives us a model in many respects of the importance of knowing and believing God’s word so that we too, as those connected to Christ, might take captive every thought to the obedience of Christ and enjoy a measure of victory in our fight against the forces of darkness (cf. 2 Cor 10: 5; Eph 6:17).
4C. In His Death, Resurrection, and the Preaching of the Gospel

1D. Luke 24:44-46

24:44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 24:45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 24:46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 24:47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
2D. Summary

In these verses Jesus states that his suffering and resurrection, and the preaching of the gospel to all nations, is outlined in the OT. And since it is God’s word in the Old Testament, and not just man’s thoughts about God, it “must” be fulfilled.

5C. His Future Return, Judgment, and Reign

1D. Matthew 24:30; 25:31-32

24:30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see ‘the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’ with power and great glory…25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 25:32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, etc.
2D. Summary

The passage is based on Daniel 7:13-14 and thus Jesus understood his return, prerogative in judgment, and kingly reign in light of Daniel’s prophecy regarding “one like a Son of Man.” Again, we find him using Scripture to define both his career and the way in which we as his followers are to think about him.

3B. The Example of the Early Church in Acts

1C. Their Founding and Identity

1D. Acts 2:17-21

2:17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 2:18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 2:19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 2:20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 2:21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
2D. Summary

Peter’s citation of Joel 2:28-32 demonstrates that he understood the origin and identity of the church according to an OT text. For him, it was a community formed by the coming and variegated working of the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. It involved a marvelous distribution of the gift of prophecy, not just to certain spokespeople within the newly constituted people of God, but indeed to men and women, slave and free alike. All will enjoy this gift, Peter says, and many will receive visions and dreams as well. This new work of God was, in Peter’s mind, to be associated with the day of the Lord and evidenced a time when anyone who called on the name of the Lord would be saved.

2C. Their Fellowship and Blessing (Acts 2:42; 17:11)

1D. Acts 2:42

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayers.
2D. Summary

The early church maintained an unswerving commitment to the teaching of the apostles, and naturally so, for these men had been with Jesus and had since Pentecost given evidence of the powerful working of the Spirit. Their fellowship with one another was characterized by a focus on apostolic teaching. It defined for them who they were. Undoubtedly the “apostles’ teaching” included traditions about the origin, ministry, death, resurrection and exaltation of Jesus of Nazareth, as well as what this meant for salvation and living to please God. We too must devote ourselves to the teaching of the apostles, now set down for us in Scripture.

3C. Their Mission

1D. Acts 3:25

3:25 You are the descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God gave to your ancestors, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your descendants all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’
2D. Summary

Peter, as representative of the early church, understood their mission in keeping with Genesis 12:3; 22:18, and 26:4 and the covenant God instituted with Abraham. While I don’t think Peter at this time really grasped the significance of the universal offer of the gospel (see Acts 10-11), he nonetheless took his cue about the church’s mission from these prominent OT texts. See also his use of Deuteronomy 18:15, 18-19 in Acts 3:22.

4C. Their Destiny

1D. Acts 3:20-22

3:19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 3:20 so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, 3:21 who must remain in heaven until the time of  the restoration of all things which God announced long ago through his holy prophets.
2D. Summary

The return of Christ, the destiny of the church, and the consummation of all things is referred to here corporately as the restoration of all things. The language of “restoration” is reminiscent of the prophets and the eschatological salvation of Israel (see Acts 1:6; Jer 15:19; 16:15; 24:6; 50:19; Ezek 16:55; Hos 11:11). In order to paint a picture of the future, Peter draws on scripture, which he refers to here as from God’s holy prophets.

5C. The Example of the Bereans

1D. Acts 17:11

Now the Jews of Berea were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they welcomed the message with great eagerness and examined the scriptures every day to see whether these things were so.
2D. Summary

The Jews in Berea are placed in a highly favorable light by Luke. They are an example of noble-mindedness for they listened to Paul and welcomed his message with great eagerness, but then they went and checked it against OT scriptures. If we are to be noble-minded per se and follow their example we would do well to test everything by the Word of God.

4B. The Example of the Apostles and Their Churches

1C. The Apostles’ Authority

1D. 1 Cor 14:37-38/2 Peter 3:16/Ephesians 2:20

14:37 Anyone who claims to be a prophet, or to have spiritual powers, must acknowledge that what I am writing to you is a command of the Lord. 14:38 Anyone who does not recognize this is not to be recognized.
2D. Summary

Paul, in his rather contentious ministry with the Corinthians, had more than one occasion to remind them of the authority which God had given him and to which they were to submit. If they denied Paul’s authoritative teaching, they too would be denied. If we deny his teaching, we too may be denied by the Lord himself.
 On the contrary, those who claim to be spiritually gifted, as the apostles says, will recognize his [Paul’s] God-given authority; he was God’s spokesperson to the Corinthians (2 Cor 5:20), a recipient of new revelation (cf. Eph 3:5), and God’s spokesperson to us as well. His teachings are now rightly regarded by the church as the very word of God.  

2C. Their Emphasis on the Word of God

1D. Romans 15:4

For whatever was written in past time was written for our instruction so that through the perseverance and encouragement of scripture we might have hope.

2D. 1 Thessalonians 2:13

And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.
3D. 2 Tim 3:14-17

3:14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 3:15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 3:17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (cf. Acts 20:32).
4D. James 1:21-25

 1:21 Therefore rid yourselves of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent, and  accept the word planted in you which has the power to save your souls. 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 1:23 For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 1:24 for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 1:25 But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing.

5D. 1 Peter 2:1-3

2:1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2:2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 2:3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.
6D. Summary

There are numerous other texts that we could have chosen here. These, however, are sufficient to show that the Scripture is designed to give us power, perseverance, and hope (Rom 15:4). God’s truth works in us who believe and enables us to imitate godly character under persecution (1 Thess 2:13). Also, God’s word is able to save us, train us in righteousness, and prepare us for the entirety of our service to God. In other words, the word of God is that which sanctifies us, just like it did Israel, and equips us for service (2 Tim 3:14-17). James also says that it saves our souls and must be obeyed lest we fall into spiritual darkness and deception. But if obeyed it leads to blessing (James 1:21-25). Finally, though Peter’s statement is somewhat metaphorical and enigmatic, he seems to be saying that God’s message communicates to us the very life of God. This, of course, seemed to be what Jesus himself thought (John 6:63; 17:17).

5B. The Examples of the Martyrs in Revelation

1C. Revelation 1:2, 9; 6:9, 20:4

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slaughtered for the word of God and for the testimony they had given (6:9). The reader is encouraged to look up the other verses listed here to see the pattern John was painting for his readers.
2C. Rev 3:8, 10

“I know your works. Look, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.
3C. Summary

The basic point in all these verses is that Christians can expect opposition to the keeping of God’s word, i.e., holding to a Biblical gospel and a lifestyle that is pleasing to Him. In many cases this opposition will culminate in death, as John makes clear. On the other hand, the Lord commended the church in Philadelphia for keeping the Word of God, that is, holding tightly to the gospel and not denying Christ. 

6B. Summary of Biblical Teaching

What can we say about the place of the Word of God in the life of the Christian from this brief survey? Several things: It explains our salvation and how we became Christians. It orients us to our identity in Christ and the mission God has for us. It lays out the blessings God has planned for us and communicates to us our latter end. It provides power, endurance, and hope in the Christian life and fits us for service in the kingdom.

All this can be summarized under four important words: First, we can say that the Word of God is authoritative in matters of faith and practice. These are God’s words to us to show us how to live in fellowship with him and please him in our lives. To fail to recognize this leads to judgment. Second, we can say that the Word of God is sufficient for our sanctification and service to the Lord (2 Tim 3:14-17). Third, we can say that the Word of God is necessary for our salvation, sanctification, and glorification. It is necessary for all that we think and do and without it we are left to wander in darkness (Psalm 119:105). Fourth, we can say that while there are some difficulties in interpretation, the Word of God as it communicates God’s saving acts in Christ and our need for repentance and faith is clear. Our response, then, to the idea of authority, sufficiency, necessity, and clarity, ought to be to read, study, meditate, and pray through God’s word. Our ultimate goal is to know him through his word and obey what he commands, though we can expect opposition from the world, the flesh, and the Devil in this regard.

IIIA. Principles for Bible Study: Four Key Components

1B. The Issue of Receptivity: “The One Who Trembles at My Word”

On one occasion, while Jesus was speaking a message about the essential nature of the kingdom of God, he concluded with these cryptic words: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” (Mark 4:9). He said essentially the same thing as well to his churches in Revelation 2-3. He also complained that Israel had turned a deaf ear to his claims and ministry (Matt 13:15). As fallen people with a bent for evil we do not naturally listen well, in spite of the fact that we have been given two ears. We are even worse when we are asked to listen to a message which indicts us for sin, even if it offers restitution after repentance. We must humble ourselves deeply and thoroughly if we are ever to really experience the life transforming presence of God through his word. WE must be receptive to his message.

2B. The Issue of Reading: “By Reading You May Have Insight”

In his letter to the Ephesians Paul encourages the churches to read what he has written so that “through reading they might understand his insight into the mystery of Christ” (3:4). The inference I wish to draw from this text is that the Bible is a book and as such must be read. While we must have a vital relationship with God through Christ to understand it properly, poor reading skills will hinder our comprehension of what God is saying. We should, as Christians and committed to Holy Scripture, develop our reading skills. The literacy rate among North Americans is woefully low, to say nothing of the paucity of good readers.
  

3B. The Issue of Reflection: “And The Lord Will Give You Insight”

The key to transformation is meditation which means prolonged reflection on a passage(s) or truth in order to penetrate its meaning, relating it to other doctrines and life, and hearing God’s voice in it. Meditation is the bridge to meaningful obedience. Paul told Timothy to think seriously about what he [Paul] said and that the Lord would give him insight into it (2 Tim 2:7). Unfortunately, just about everything in our driven society mitigates against investing time in prayerful meditation. Nevertheless, God commanded Joshua to meditate on his word so that he could obey it and enjoy the blessing of success (Joshua 1:8).

4B. The Issue of Relating: The “So What” Question

The issue is really one of blessing. The Bible was meant to be lived not just “figured out.” We must relate what we have learned—what the Lord has spoken to us about in meditation—to our lives and the lives of others. As James says, “Do not merely listen to the word and so deceive yourselves, do what it says” (James 1:22). 

IVA. Practice of Bible Study

1B. Choose the Kind of Study You Wish To Do

1C. Book Study

The purpose or goal in studying a book is to understand its various themes and strands of thought as an integrated whole. Generally this is done by performing an initial synthesis of the book where major and minor themes are noted and difficult passages are surfaced. Along with this is the need to place the book in its life setting, involving an initial attempt to understand why it was written, by whom, and under what circumstances. These first few readings are initial, preparatory, and survey in nature. One is not in the best possible position to understand the significance of the beginning of a novel until one has read the entire work. In other words, the first initial readings of a book are crucial to gaining a proper perspective on the content. After this preliminary stage is completed, however, the reader will want to carry out a more detailed analysis of the various parts (i.e., words, phrases, clauses, sentences, and the basic unit of the paragraph). After this second step is completed, the reader will want to return to a synthesis of the book in order to better understand the meaning of the various statements throughout the book in proper relation to the whole. This includes developing a statement regarding the meaning of each paragraph as well as a statement for the entire book. In the end one is pressed to ask how the meaning of this book contributes to the canon as a whole and what difference it should make in my life and in the life of the church. 

2C. Topical Study

The purpose or goal of topical study is to arrive at an understanding of a specific topic in scripture either within a book, author (i.e., several books), the NT or OT, or the entire bible itself. For example, one could do a topical study on “love” in Paul. In this case, one would study every passage where the term occurs, as well as those where the concept is present and the term is not. The study part is not complete until the reader has developed a statement about the essence of the topic as well as how it relates to other topics in scripture with which it is logically connected. 

3C. Theological Study 

In certain ways, theological study is a subset of topical study, only the reader is interested in topics which are explicitly theological. Thus a person might want to study the names of God throughout scripture. This would be a massive study, but one could acquire a list of the various names and study each of them separately and together to see what they contribute to our understanding of God. One could study the topic of God’s grace, salvation, sin, demons, angels, etc. to see what the Bible teaches on each of these theological ideas. 

There are several dangers to avoid in this kind of study and they’re all related to each other. First, make sure that you have a representative list of passages on your theological topic. It’s easy to prove our heresies with less than half the data! So, after you have acquired what you think is a representative list of passages to be examined, make sure that you allow each passage to speak on its own. Don’t pour other passages immediately into them so that either their meaning or force (more common) is altered or blunted. The opposite error when doing this kind of study is to fail to relate passages to each other and even more common, to fail to integrate one’s theology as a whole. This means that if I am studying “salvation” I will want to relate my findings to my doctrine of God, Christ, the Spirit, etc. and this brings me to another caution worth noting. Be careful to remember that while the essence of certain truths in scripture never changes, there are stages in the progressive unfolding through history of those truths or doctrines. For example, be careful of reading a full blown doctrine of the trinity into OT texts. It isn’t there. The unique relationship of the Father, Son and Spirit had to await the incarnation and post cross period of salvation history. Now this does not mean that God was not a trinity in the OT. He was, is, and always will be a trinity. He just didn’t really let us in on that until the period of the NT.   

4C. Historical Study

For the layman, the goal of historical study of the Bible is to acquire information about peoples, towns, cultural practices, religious beliefs, customs, languages, etc. of people(s) mentioned in the Bible. This will be gathered through an examination of the biblical texts in question as well as through consulting dictionaries, commentaries, maps of Bible lands, etc. This kind of study is necessary and very profitable in the process of correctly understanding the Bible. There are, however, two very real dangers here. 

First, some students of the Bible have the attitude that all they need is an English Bible, paper, and pen and God will give them the rest. For them, the study of Biblical customs, beliefs, etc. is not only a waste of time, but it is so because it hinders the work of the Spirit which is entirely immediate and direct, not mediate and indirect. This is a defective attitude for several reasons. First, there is, depending on how one looks at it, a direct and immediate work of the Spirit (Rom 8:16), but while this does assure us of our status as children of God in a special sense, it in no way entails the correct interpretation of every passage simply by reading it in one’s own language. Second, this approach denies the impact of the obvious truth that the Bible was written in languages, cultures, and time periods far removed from our own. Third, and perhaps worst of all, is that the reader ignorant of Biblical backgrounds and history, simply imposes his own culture on the Bible, unwittingly in most cases, and blunts the force of scripture.
 While this statement is not intended in any way to take the Bible out of the hands of the layman, it is intended to jump start his/her curiosity about the historical context of the Bible and to learn more about it so that he/she can enjoy the Bible much more. You will not read the Bible for long if you’re not making gains in your understanding of it. Gaining a knowledge of the surroundings of the Bible is helpful for understanding all the Bible, but becomes especially acute in reading sections of the OT and the gospels. We miss a lot because we are insensitive to these issues. 

The second error is to reduce all our study of the Bible to “quests” regarding answers to historical questions. This is the great error of the modern scholar who gains a great store of knowledge of the Bible’s origins, surroundings, and uses in various communities, but fails to realize the benefit of the message for himself. In his seductive claims to objectivity, that person, nonetheless, has missed the point at which the scriptural writers were aiming and is “outside” the faith community which gave rise to these writings. The person who has come to know Christ through Scripture, though he may remain ignorant of much of the history (at least for a while after his initial conversion, let’s say, though this may not be the case), is in a far better epistemological position to understand the realities to which Paul’s language points because he now possesses the spiritual capacity (i.e., the Spirit himself) to see whereas the pure historian does not. Again, we are not decrying historical study and theoretical recreation as it pertains to these ancient texts, but the person whose highest priority in approaching the text is to uncover the literary origins and relationship of the synoptics, may go away quite empty in the end.

5C. Biographical Study

The goal of biographical study is to put together a profile of the Biblical personage in question with the ultimate rationale to identify what we can learn from him or her to help us in our lives today. How can their relationship to God, either positive or negative, help us with our relationship with God? The following is a list of some of the questions that can be asked of people in the Bible:
 (1) Who were they? (2) Who were their parents and family? (3) What was their education and surroundings? (4) Why did they do such and such? (5) Did they ever come to believe in God? Where, why, and how? (6) How does what they did relate to what they believed about God, and in fact, teach us about what they really believed about God? (7) What were their positive and negative qualities? (8) What kind of mistakes did they make and did they learn from them? (9) What or who were the biggest influences on their lives? (10) What were their marriages and children like? (11) How are they viewed by other Biblical writers (e.g., Abraham by Luke in Acts or Paul in Romans 4)? (12) How did they grow as people or is there no evidence that they did? Was there a definitive turning point in their life? (13) How did they handle disappointment? Success? The list is endless.

2B. Choose A Passage: A Paragraph

We have chosen to do a book study first. Actually, for beginners it will be enough to learn to study a paragraph, since this is quite manageable and books are often times long and too challenging without mastering this step first.
 A person might ask, “why not start with verse study?” The reason is that the paragraph is the basic unit of thought, not the verse or sentence. We also note that the study of a paragraph is in certain respects basic to all other kinds of Bible study as well. Thus, all verses studied using the topical, theological, historical, or biographical method should be read at least in the context of the paragraph in which they’re found. 

Perhaps you have a favorite verse and would like to reflect on it a little further. The first thing to do is to set limits (i.e., identify) on the paragraph in which it is found. Essentially you’re asking, “what unit of thought is this sentence (e.g., verse
) immediately related to?” The NET Bible divides the text according to commonly accepted paragraph divisions. So also the NASB. The NIV, however, with its focus on the diminished reading abilities of the average person these days, tends to break paragraphs up into two or more smaller paragraphs which are not really paragraphs, but smaller units of closely related thought (cf. The NET Bible with the NIV in Matthew 1-4). But the bottom line is, where ever one puts the paragraph divisions, one should make sure that what one claims as a paragraph actually has one major idea and is distinct in terms of what has come both before and after. See below in our practice section of this work.

3B. Read The Paragraph Several Times

Once the reader knows the paragraph division, the text should be read prayerfully a dozen times or more. This may amount to reading the equivalent of two to three chapters worth of material, so it’s not as bad as it might have initially sounded. Here are some important questions to ask as you read the material repetitively and meditatively. First, note what comes before this paragraph and what comes after. You may use the chapter or sectional titles in your Bible to help you with this. The question here, and it is sometimes difficult to answer, is how does what comes before prepare me for my paragraph and how does what comes afterward follow naturally (or not) from my paragraph? You may have to wait until you have read it many times before this becomes clear enough to make a statement about it. Second, how does the paragraph begin and how does it end? Does this provide a clue as to what the author’s talking about and a line of development through the paragraph? Third, can the paragraph itself be broken down into smaller units, perhaps one or two divisions. This may help me get a clear picture as to the development of the author’s thought. Fourth, what does the paragraph center on: (1) a person; (2) a place; (3) an idea or concept; (4) time; (5) an event? All of these elements will be present, but usually one or two dominate. What are they? Fifth, what are the key terms in this paragraph? Sometimes the author repeats a term over and over again. That’s because it’s important to him and generally essential to grasping his meaning. Notice also how various terms make you think, feel, or act.

4B. Summarize the Paragraph

By this stage you have read the paragraph so many times you may be sick of it. Hopefully not! In any case, it’s time to summarize the paragraph, that is, to boil it down to its basic idea. To do this, ask yourself two questions. First, ask yourself, “what is the author talking about?” That’s your subject. Second, ask yourself, “what does he say about what he’s talking about?” That’s the rest of the idea, the predicate or complement as some folks call it. By the way, you already do this all the time. Some of you work for corporations where it is not at all uncommon to attend seminars on this, that, or the other thing. When you go, you’ll take out your writing pad (or Palm Pilot these days) and try to distill what the speaker’s talking about and what he says about it. Perhaps he’s talking about a new kind of computer network system. That’s his subject, broadly speaking. Perhaps he gives you a lengthy description of the system, including features and benefits. This, then, is the complement or rest of his idea. You may summarize a two hour lecture (boring?) as: The “XYZ Network solutions” package (subject) has the following features: A,B, and C (complement). Thus every complete idea has two parts: (1) subject, and (2) complement or predicate. The Bible, in this sense, is no different. Every paragraph has a subject/complement or main idea. It is our job to discover what that is.

5B. Look up the Cross-References/Notes Listed in Your Bible/Dictionary 

After you have read the paragraph many times and have drawn up a tentative subject/ complement statement, you are ready to look at other passages relating to your passage. Most Bibles have cross-references listed with each or nearly each verse. These should now be read. The question to ask is, “how does this passage from another part of scripture shed light on the verse or paragraph I’m studying right now. Therefore, suppose that I am studying Romans 1:1-7 and am at the point—having drawn up my provisional subject/complement—where I want to look at other verses related to the verses in this paragraph. As I begin now with Romans 1:1, I have decided to look at the beginning of Paul’s other letters, to compare them to Romans. I find that in none of his other letters does he begin with such a clear statement of the gospel’s connection to the OT and David. I conclude from this that I can expect to see more connections forged between the gospel and the OT. This, of course, is rampant throughout Romans. 

6B. Revisit Your Summary

Having looked at all the cross-references, many of which were probably found in the very book in which your paragraph is found, you are now ready to finalize your statement about the meaning of the paragraph. You may find that you don’t need to change anything. IN all likelihood, you will tweak it a little.  

7B. Validate Your Summary: Does Every Verse Agree?

This step is really part of the previous step of revisiting your summary. The point here is to go through the paragraph and make sure that in one form or another, every verse contributes to your subject/complement statement and that no one is contrary to it. If you just can’t make a verse fit with your statement, you need to rethink your statement. 

8B. Choose A Verse That Speaks to You

Many people like to choose a verse that really strikes a chord with them and then memorize it or ask God what he may be saying specifically to them. This leads to the next step.

9B. Meditate and Pray: What Would God Have You Do?

Finally you will want to meditate on what you’ve learned, praying through it as you do: “Lord, what do you want to say to me, my family, my friends, those who do not know Christ yet, etc.?” Perhaps the Lord wants to change an attitude, praise you for something you’ve done, or redirect your steps. Listen for his voice as it comes to you through scripture.

VA. Practicing on a Paragraph

1B. Joshua 1:1-9

1C. A Synthesis Study

2C. The Text of Joshua 1:1-9 (NIV)

1:1 After Moses the LORD’s servant died, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ assistant: 1:2 “Moses my servant is dead. Get ready! for I, the LORD your God, am with you in all you do.” be strong and brave! Don’t be afraid and don’t panic, 1:9 I repeat, and be successful. all that is written in it. Then you will prosper day and night so you can carefully obey You must memorize it 1:8 This law scroll must not leave your lips! in all you do. Do not swerve from it to the right or the left, so you may be successful all the law my servant Moses charged you to keep! very strong and brave! Carefully obey 1:7 Make sure you are all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not abandon you or leave you alone. 1:6 Be strong and brave! You must lead these people in the conquest of this land that I solemnly promised their ancestors I would hand over to them. 1:5 No one will be able to resist you in the west. and all the way to the Mediterranean Sea 1:4 Your territory will extend from the wilderness in the south to Lebanon in the north. It will extend all the way to the great River Euphrates in the east (including all of Syria) 1:3 I am handing over to you every place you set foot, as I promised Moses. Cross the Jordan River! Lead these people into the land which I am ready to hand over to them.
3C. Read The Paragraph Several Times

Joshua 1:1-9 picks up where Deuteronomy 34 ends off (i.e., at the death of Moses). Joshua 1:10-15 records Joshua preparing the people and 1:16-18 records the peoples’ pledge of obedience to Joshua and the Lord. The rest of the book records the conquest of Canaan, the dividing of the land and its apportioning it to the various tribes of Israel. Thus the historical context of the paragraph is the death of Moses, Israel’s leader, and the taking of the promised land.

In reading Joshua 1:1-9 several times, we note that the paragraph begins with the death of Moses and ends with God’s commandment to Joshua not to be afraid but to trust that God will be with him wherever he goes. Thus the mood is one of tension, fear, and anxiety on the part of Joshua. After all, he has never led a nation before! 

We also note that the paragraph itself can be broken down into two parts. In 1:1-5 the emphasis is on God’s promise to the nation to inherit the land. In 1:6-9 the emphasis is on God’s promise to Joshua to be with him, give him success and Joshua’s responsibility to not fear but obey God’s Law.

The paragraph seems to center on a person, Joshua (and Israel) and a place, the promised land. These are brought together in that Joshua is God’s chosen person to lead Israel into the promised land. 

The imperative mood runs throughout the paragraph; God repeatedly commands Joshua to not be afraid, but to obey. This makes the scene like a commissioning scene where an inferior is being ordered to do something and commissioned for the task. In this case, the superior, God promises to be with this leader all the way. The expression “be strong and courageous” occurs throughout. There is a focus on success through God’s presence and Joshua’s obedience.

4C. Summarize The Paragraph

Sometimes, after reading a paragraph several times, it is helpful to put forth a number of possible subjects as viable choices and then begin to delete them as we go. For example, someone might want to argue that the subject of the paragraph is Moses’ death. After all, it is mentioned twice (v. 1, 2) and he himself is mentioned numerous times. Thus there is much in the paragraph that relates to Moses. But that’s just the problem; while there is much in the paragraph that relates to Moses’ death, there is more that relates to him in other ways, and there is much in the paragraph that does not directly relate to him; it is difficult to subsume God’s commands to Joshua under the title: “Moses’ death.” Moses’ death is important for understanding why God says the things he says here, but the paragraph is certainly not primarily about Moses’ death. Someone else might suggest that the subject of the paragraph is the promised land. Again, much in the passage relates to this idea, but it does not have the explanatory power to account for all that is in the passage. Perhaps for now we can suggest that the topic or subject, broadly conceived is: “God’s commissioning of Joshua in light of Moses’ death” or “God’s commissioning to Joshua to lead the Israelites into the promised land…” The subject/complement together might be: “God’s commissioning of Joshua, in the light of Moses’ death, involves the taking of the promised land with the assurance of God’s presence and power as well as the responsibility for Joshua to obey God’s Law.”

While there is no one “right” answer, some are decidedly better than others. We will come back to our subject/complement later. Now we have to look at some cross-references.

5C. Look Up Cross-References

1D. Joshua 1:1

Various Bibles list all sorts of cross-references to be looked up. For example, the NIV study Bible lists the following verses for Joshua 1:1: Ex 14:31; Dt 34:5; Rev 15:3; Ex 17:9. When we read these verses, we realize that the title “servant of the Lord,” as applied to Moses, was a title of high honor. He was regarded by the people as close to God and one in whom the people put their trust (Ex 14:31). The question that must have been in Joshua’s mind, when God mentioned Moses as “his servant,” was “Can I live up to that calling? Moses is dead, I’m the one God is calling to do this great thing. But, can I do it?”

Perhaps, in Joshua 1:1-9, Joshua felt insecure and fearful that he would not live up to what God wanted, for he had even seen his close friend, that great “servant of the Lord” Moses, fail in this regard. Moses was not permitted to lead the people of Israel into the promised land because he had succumbed to the pressures put upon him by the nation; in anger he struck the rock twice instead of simply speaking to it as God had commanded (Num 20:1-13).  

Thus, the reference to Moses as “the servant of the Lord” in verses 1 and 2 reminded Joshua about the incredible privilege and responsibility he now had as the leader of Israel. When we look up Ex 17:9 we realize that God had prepared him for such a role by training him as a soldier and commander.
 Further, he was not to fear, but instead obey and then God would give him victory. 

2D. Joshua 1:2-9

The reader is encouraged now to look through the remaining cross-references in his/her Bible and compare them with Joshua 1:1-9. What new insights did you gain about what’s going on here in Joshua 1? In looking up these references, you will undoubtedly see the focus on the promised land and its connection with Abraham and God’s covenant with him. You will also see how God worked in other great men and wants to work in your life as well. God is not giving Palestine to the church; he is giving the world and the entire cosmos. We are to worship him in truth and reach out to those who do not yet know him. As Joshua and Israel had their commission, so we have ours (Matt 28:19-20). The good new is that it is the same God in both cases. 

6C. Revisit Your Summary 

After reading all the cross-references, it is now time to return to your original summary of the paragraph. Do you need to change or tweak anything? Perhaps, but not necessarily. Sometimes looking up other passages serves to give us further insight into certain statements in our passage, but it might not really change our understanding of the focus of the passage overall. 

7C. Validate Your Summary: Does Every Verse Fit?

People often ask, “How do I know if my interpretation is the right one?” While there may be one right interpretation of a passage—where interpretation is akin to landing in a circle and not on the head of a pin—it is often times difficult to adjudicate between competing interpretations. Thus, it is better to view interpretations as more or less reasonable given the data at hand. One way to judge between two or more interpretations of a paragraph is to check each verse in our paragraph against our subject-complement to see if our subject-complement fits. This does not mean that every detail of every verse(s) is in our subject-complement, but it does mean that nothing in the subject-complement contradicts the verse, either directly or by improper emphasis.

We said that the subject of Joshua 1:1-9 is: “God’s commissioning of Joshua, in the light of Moses’ death,” and the complement is: “involves the taking of the promised land with the assurance of God’s presence and power as well as the responsibility for Joshua to obey God’s Law.” As I read through the verses in Joshua it seems that each one is represented in this subject-complement and that the subject has been correctly narrowed down. For example, ideas that don’t get mentioned, such as “meditation” and “the boundaries of the promised land” are understood to be part of the phrase “to obey God’s Law” and the mention of the “promised land,” respectively. Also, the way I have said it is obviously not the only way it could have been said. But any way in which it is expressed, which detracts from the actual text or skews the subject in some way, is open to revision and correction. 

The one idea that might be missing from this summary, and which is important to the paragraph, is the idea of Joshua’s success. His success comes through his obedience to God’s law, and probably ought to receive explicit mention. We also might want to make “taking the promised land” part of the subject and not the complement. Thus we might reformulate the subject-complement as follows: “God’s commissioning of Joshua—after the death of Moses—to lead the people of Israel into the promised land (subject), will be successful if Joshua does not give way to fear, but remains strong and courageous in the knowledge of God’s continued presence and power and if he is careful to obey God’s Law”(complement).  

8C. Choose A Word/Verse That Speaks to You

Perhaps the verses that crystallize the response Joshua was to have are vv. 8-9. These passages speak volumes to me about my own life and ministry.

9C. Meditate and Pray

Meditate on these verses for your own life, now that you understand them in their original context. What is it God is saying to you about your commitment to his Word? Obedience? And attitude in doing his will? What does this passage teach us about our mandate to reach the lost, raise up our families in a way that honors the Lord and his Word, and the way I conduct myself at work?

2B. Psalm 1

1:1 How happy but the behavior of the wicked is self-destructive. the LORD rewards the behavior of the godly, 1:6 Certainly nor can sinners join the assembly of the godly. judgment, the wicked cannot withstand 1:5 For this reason they are like wind-driven chaff. 1:4 Not so with the wicked! Instead He succeeds in everything he attempts. and its leaves never fall off. its fruit at the proper time, yields a tree planted by flowing streams; it day and night. 1:3 He is like his commands he intently studies he finds pleasure in obeying the LORD’s commands; 1:2 Instead of arrogant fools! with sinners, or sit in the assembly or stand in the pathway of the wicked, the advice who does not follow is the one
3B. Isaiah 55:1-13

55:1 Hey, a permanent reminder that will remain. 
 55:12 Indeed you will go out with joy; you will be led along in peace; the mountains and hills will give a joyful shout before you,
and all the trees in the field will clap their hands. 55:13 Evergreens will grow in place of thorn bushes, firs will grow in place of nettles; they will be a monument to the LORD, No, it is realized as I desire and is fulfilled as I intend.”The rain and now fall from the sky and do not return, but instead water the earth and make it produce and yield crops, and provide seed for the planter and food for those who must eat. 55:11 In the same way, the promise that I make does not return to me, having accomplished nothing. superior to your plans. 55:10  your deeds and my plans are superior to is higher than the earth, so my deeds your deeds, 55:9 for just as the sky are not like your plans, and my deeds are not like my plans 55:8 “Indeed, and to their God, for he will freely forgive them. to the LORD, and he will show mercy to them, They should return and sinful people their plans. call to him while he is nearby! 55:7 The wicked need to abandon their lifestyle of Israel, for he bestows honor on you. 55:6 Seek the LORD while he makes himself available; that did not previously know you will run to you, because of the LORD your God, the sovereign king you did not previously know; nations a ruler and commander of nations.” 55:5 Look, you will summon nations 55:4 Look, I made him a witness to nations, you, just like the reliable covenantal promises I made to David. Then I will make an unconditional covenantal promise to 55:3 Pay attention and come to me! Listen, so you can live! Enjoy fine food! to me and eat what is nourishing! on something that will not satisfy? Listen carefully your hard-earned money Why spend 55:2 Why pay money for something that will not nourish you? all who are thirsty, come to the water! You who have no money, come! Buy and eat! Come! Buy wine and milk without money and without cost!
4B. Ephesians 2:1-10

2:1And although you were 
 2:10 For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works that God prepared beforehand so we may do them. and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 2:9 it is not of works, so that no one can boast. through faith, us in Christ Jesus. 2:8 For by grace you are saved the surpassing wealth of his grace in kindness toward— 2:6 and he raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 2:7 to demonstrate in the coming ages 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love with which he loved us, 2:5 even though we were dead in transgressions, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you are saved! even as the rest… formerly lived out our lives in the cravings of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath also all of us 2:3 among whom the sons of disobedience, that is now energizing the spirit of the air, the ruler of according to the ruler of the kingdom according to this world’s present path, you formerly lived in your transgressions and sins, 2:2 in which dead
5B. Revelation 4

4:1After these things I looked, and there was a door standing open in heaven! throne, saying: 4:11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, since you created all things, and because of your will they existed and were created!” before his before the one who sits on the throne and worship the one who lives forever and ever, and they offer their crowns and thanks to the one who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 4:10 the twenty-four elders throw themselves to the ground Who was and who is, and who is coming!” 4:9 And whenever the living creatures give glory, honor, “Holy Holy Holy is the Lord God, the All-Powerful, They never rest day or night, saying: and was full of eyes all around and inside. were burning in front of the throne 4:6 and in front of the throne was something like a sea of glass, like crystal. In the middle of the throne and around the throne were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 4:7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second creature like an ox, the third creature had a face like a man’s, and the fourth creature looked like an eagle flying. 4:8 Each one of the four living creatures had six wings and crashes of thunder. Seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God, the throne came out flashes of lightning and roaring on their heads. 4:5 From dressed in white clothing and had golden crowns a circle around the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on those thrones were twenty-four elders. They were encircled the throne. 4:4 In in appearance, and a rainbow looking like it was made of emerald and carnelian in heaven with someone seated on it! 4:3 And the one seated on it was like jasper a throne was standing and I can show you what must happen after these things.” 4:2 Immediately I was in the Spirit, said: “Come up here so that like a trumpet And the first voice I had heard speaking to me
� The theme of God’s grace is evident in the choosing, calling, and saving of Abraham. Indeed, sovereign (and free) mercy, grace, and blessing is a major theme in Genesis as evidenced, for example, in God’s provision of a sacrificial substitute for man (Gen 3:21) and the saving of Noah and his family. There are many similarities between the call of Noah and Abraham’s call—similarities which highlight the grace of God and the preeminence of his Word in their lives. In both cases God’s call came in the midst of judgment and involved God speaking to these men (8:15; 12:1) and calling them out of their situation (8:16; 12:1). In response both worship by building arks (8:20; 12:7) and the blessing comes through the spoken word, now recorded for us (9:1, 9; 12:1-3).


� This passage can be taken collectively to refer to the nation as a whole or singularly to refer to the Servant-Messiah. Both are in some sense in view. In terms of the ministry of light to the Gentiles, that too was Israel’s responsibility—a responsibility which only Jesus, as a Jew, fulfilled in its fullest sense (Luke 2:32) and which Paul recognizes and picks up on as his own mandate (Acts 13:46-47). Whoever has the knowledge of God is supposed to share it, not hide it (Matt 5:14-16).


� The “walking” imagery picks up the idea of relationship seen in the patriarchal narratives. Enoch, Noah and Abraham all walked with God (Gen 5:22; 6:9; 17:1). Here, however, it is said that the Lord walks among his people. One can only think of the exalted Christ walking among the lampstands or his churches in Revelation 2-3.


� The precise interpretation of “kingdom of priests” is fraught with difficulty since this is the only place in the OT where the expression occurs (see 1 Peter 2:9). It does not appear to mean the same thing as “treasured possession,” however, which speaks to God’s estimate of the nation’s worth to him. Further, it does not seem to mean the same thing as “holy nation” which speaks to Israel’s moral and religious distinctiveness in contrast to the nations around her (vis a vis her relationship with Yahweh). “Kingdom of priests” seems to speak of her special place of service and witness to the nations around her. Thus, as a nation in special relationship to the Yahweh and, therefore, holy, she could function as a vehicle through which God communicated his purity and grace to the peoples everywhere. She had the royal function of representing God before other peoples and was to be a blessing to the ends of the earth as envisioned in the Abrahamic covenant (Gen 12:1-3). Note: The regal and priestly functions of the king coalesce in Psalm 110:1-4 as well (cf. 2 Sam 6:13-14).


� Leviticus 26 can be outlined as (1) blessings (26:3-13); (2) “seven-times-over” curses (26:14-39), and the hope of restoration (26:40-45). The blessings include rain, good land and growing conditions, peace, material and spiritual prosperity, peace, and God’s covenanted presence among them. The curses include poor crops, plagues, defeat in battle, wild animals, war, pestilence, famine, and ultimately exile.


� For a brief discussion of the designation “son of man,” consult, I. H. Marshall, “Son of Man,” in Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, ed. Joel B. Green, Scot McKnight, and I. Howard Marshall (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1996), 775-81.


� For an extended discussion of Christ’s high view of Scripture, see John W. Wenham, “Christ’s View of Scripture,” in Inerrancy, ed. Norman L. Geisler (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1980), 1-36.


� The precise identification of the “gods” is difficult to nail down with certainty. But whether it refers to Israel’s judges, angels, the people of Israel at the giving of the Law, or whatever, is to some degree not pertinent to our discussion. As we indicate above, our point is to show Jesus’ high view of Scripture. 


� See our discussion under IA. 2B. 1C.. 1D


� In 14:38 Paul probably meant that those who ignored his authority would themselves be ignored by Paul, members in the Corinthian church, other churches, and even the Lord.


� The interested reader is encouraged to acquire and study Mortimer J. Adler’s book, How to Read A Book.


� Sometimes that “culture,” “background,” or more commonly called “tradition” is Christian and this too can blunt the force of certain texts. The common practice of readily and instantaneously identifying with the tax collector over the Pharisee in Luke 18:9-14 is proof of what we’re saying. The shock value of the parable is lost for Jesus assumes that you will identify with the Pharisee and be flabbergasted when the publican goes home justified and the Pharisee condemned!


� It has been said that “more is caught than taught.” Perhaps this is why so much of the Biblical material is narrative—theological writing about people and their experiences with God.


� For help on studying a book of the Bible, see “How to Study the Bible: For Beginners” at http://www.bible.org/docs/splife/study/bs1.htm.


� Some Bible verses contain more than one sentence in English (e.g., Gal 2:20 NIV), but not all verses are complete sentences (e.g., Eph 2:14) and some sentences stretch out for several verses in the English translations, to say nothing of the originals.


� Note: Joshua was also Moses’ aide and learned much about relating to God and God’s people from being with him.
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