Abraham - Promise Believer
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Introduction
Welcome to a study focused on the life of Abraham, the Promise Believer. 

This "Father of our faith" was called by God and God initiated a covenant with Him whose promises would be forever.  Despite his seemingly impossible circumstances Abraham’s faith in the promises of God remained secure. His faith grew as his relationship with God matured. The more he knew about God, the more he trusted him. The same can be true for us.

This study provides daily questions, audio and/or manuscript teaching, PowerPoint and handouts. It can be used for individual or group settings. My hope and prayer for you as you read and study is that you will see yourself as part of God's great narrative, His Story of Grace and Redemption. You will identify with the ups and downs of these ancient people of faith, learning to trust and believe in the One True God.

Blessings and love, Dianne

Lesson 1 - Genesis 11:27-12:20

First Day

Abraham 

1.  Read 2 Chronicles 20:7; Isaiah 41:8; James 2:23. What does God call Abraham? Why is he particularly called that?
2.  Read Matthew 1:1-17. Why do you think Matthew lists Christ’s genealogy beginning with Abraham?
3.  Jesus refers to Abraham several times in the New Testament. Read the following passages and note the phrases that speak of Abraham.

a.  Matthew 22:29-32

b.  Luke 13:14-16

c.  Luke 13:22-29

d.  Luke 16:19-31

e.  John 8:31-41

f.  John 8:52-58
Second Day

Read   Genesis 11:27-32    Haran
Note: Abram’s name is later changed to Abraham in Genesis 17:5.
1.  List the members of Abraham’s family from this passage.

2.  Read Joshua 24:2. What additional fact about Abraham’s family do you learn?
3.  Trace the map below
 the passage from Ur of the Chaldeans to Haran. Approximately how far do you calculate that they traveled?
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a.  As you consider Abraham’s journey, what do you imagine were some of the challenges of the move?
b.  Have you ever faced similar challenges in your own life?

4.  What personal fact about Sarai is mentioned? Why do you think it is listed?
Third Day

Read   Genesis 12:1-3    The Call

1.  State God’s command to Abram from v. 1.
a.  Which aspect of the command would have been the most difficult for you?

b.  Are you sensing that God may be asking something of you today? Are you willing to trust Him and obey? Explain your answer.

2.  God makes a seven-fold promise to Abram in vv. 2-3.  List each one and share how it has been fulfilled. (Use any verses or outside references for your answer.)

a.  v. 2a

b.  v. 2b

c.  v. 2c

d.  v. 2d

e.  v. 3a

f.  v. 3b

g.  v. 3c
3.  What conditions or qualifications were required for Abraham to receive these promises? (Read Hebrews 11:8.)
Fourth Day

Read   Genesis 12:4-9    Altar

1.  Abram left Haran “going not knowing.”
a.  What additional details of the journey do you learn from vv. 4‑5? 
b.  Have you ever had to leave a place unsure of what was ahead for you? Share your experience. 
2.  Who appeared to Abram at Shechem and what additional promise did he receive?

How do people today regard that promise?
3.  Abraham is known as the man who “pitched his tent” (v. 8) and “built an altar” (vv. 7-8) throughout his lifetime.

a.  How do these two phrases describe his life experiences?
b.  What does this description reveal about his faith?

4.  Trace on the following map
 Abram’s journey after leaving Shechem. Why do you think he traveled through the land?
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Fifth Day

Read   Genesis 12:10-20    Egypt

1.  Abram obeyed God’s commands and was now in the Promised Land.

a.  Why do you think God allowed him to experience a famine?

b.  What circumstance is testing your relationship with God? How are you handling it? What warning can you gain from Abram?

2.  Re-read 12:4 and compare it to 12:10.

a.  What important phrase is missing in v. 10? How might that have affected Abram’s decision to leave the land?

b.  When you think of the last major decision you made, from where did you seek guidance? (Read Psalm 32:8.) How important was God’s Word in that decision?

3.  According to vv. 11-13 why did Abram lie?
What other ways might Abram have handled this situation?
4.  Imagine yourself in Sarai’s place in Pharaoh’s palace. What fears might you be experiencing?

a.  How did Abram seem to benefit from his “lie” (v. 16)?

b.  Do you think it is ever right to lie? Explain your answer.

5.  Pharaoh rebuked Abram for his deception (vv. 19-20) and banished him from Egypt.  What lesson might you draw from Abram’s failure?

Challenge:  Draw a map of your own spiritual journey beginning with the time you trusted Christ until today. Mark off the journey in years and note several important milestones (positive or negative) that have impacted your life. These may be events, locations or people. If possible share one with the group. (Use the back if necessary.)
Lesson 2 - Genesis 13

First Day

Read   Genesis 13:1-4    Return

1.  Recalling last week’s lesson regarding God’s call of Abram, what encouraged or challenged you?

2.  Trace on the map below
 Abram’s journey back from Egypt.
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a.  What emotions might Abram have been feeling and what might he have been thinking as he travelled back to Canaan from Egypt?

b.  Sarai?

c.  Lot?

3.  Re-read 12:8 and 13:3-4.

a.  What lessons could you draw from Abram returning to his tent site and to an altar at Bethel?

b.  How does that instruct you regarding your own worship life?

No failure is permanent in “the school of faith.”   Warren Wiersbe

4.  Share a story from your life that illustrates the truth of God’s forgiveness and restoration.
Second Day

Read   Genesis 13:5-7    Conflict

1.  How would you define the word “conflict?”

a.  Do you think all conflict is destructive? Explain your answer.

b.  Read James 4:1-2; Genesis 13:5-7; Acts 15:24-29. From these passages, what do you learn about various causes of conflict?

2.  What circumstances led to Abram and Lot’s conflict? (Re-read Gen 13:2, 6.)

3.  What do you think is meant by including the sentence “The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time?”

4.  Are you experiencing a conflict right now with a family member, friend or acquaintance? If possible, share discreetly your situation.

Third Day

Read   Genesis 13: 8-13    Choices

1.  Describe in your own words Abram’s solution to the conflict (vv. 8-9).

a.  What reason does Abram give for seeking to resolve this conflict with Lot?

b.  Why do you think Abram gave Lot the option to choose first? What might he felt he was risking?

c.  If you were in a similar situation today, what would you do?
2.  Read the following from Oswald Chamber’s daily devotional My Utmost for His Highest:

	May 25th

	The test of self-interest

	If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left. Genesis 13:9.

	As soon as you begin to live the life of faith in God, fascinating and luxurious prospects will open up before you, and these things are yours by right; but if you are living the life of faith you will exercise your right to waive your rights, and let God choose for you. God sometimes allows you to get into a place of testing where your own welfare would be the right and proper thing to consider if you were not living a life of faith; but if you are, you will joyfully waive your right and leave God to choose for you. This is the discipline by means of which the natural is transformed into the spiritual by obedience to the voice of God.

	Whenever right is made the guidance in the life, it will blunt the spiritual insight. The great enemy of the life of faith in God is not sin, but the good which is not good enough. The good is always the enemy of the best. It would seem the wisest thing in the world for Abraham to choose, it was his right, and the people around would consider him a fool for not choosing. Many of us do not go on spiritually because we prefer to choose what is right instead of relying on God to choose for us. We have to learn to walk according to the standard which has its eye on God. “Walk before Me.”



a.  Underline sentences that are meaningful to you and share why.

b.  What “rights” do believers give up when they are identified with Christ? (Read Mark 10:45; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 2:3,4; Romans 15:1.)

3.  What lessons from Abram’s example in dealing with Lot might we apply in our difficult family conflicts?

Fourth Day

Read   Genesis 13:10-13    More Choices
1.  When Lot looked up what did he see (v. 10)?

a.  What do you think was the motivation for his choice?

b.  What fact did Lot seem unconcerned about regarding this area (v. 13)?

2.  When you read Lot “chose for himself” what does that seem to imply about Lot (v. 11)?

a.  Do you think this was initially a good or bad choice? Explain your answer. (Read Gen. 19.)

b.  How did his choice affect his wife and children?

c.  Looking back on your life what have you “chosen for yourself” without God’s guidance or prayer that resulted in difficult consequences for you?

d.  Instead of choosing for yourself, what current decision do you need to make for which you are asking God’s leading.

3.  “Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the Lord” (v. 13). Read Genesis 18:20; Jude 7; 2 Peter 2:6; Deuteronomy 29:23; Isaiah 1:9. What other details about Sodom do you learn from these verses in addition to Genesis 13:13?
Fifth Day

Read   Genesis 13:14-18    Land
1.  After Lot chose his part and left, what two commands did the Lord give Abram (vv. 14-17)?
2.  Perhaps Abram thought he had forfeited the Promised Land to Lot. How does God reassure Abram of His Promises to him?

3.  Fill in the blank. Verse 15 tells us that God gave the land to Abraham and his offspring_______________________.

a.  How do you reconcile that truth with what you know of Israel’s history?

b.  How do you reconcile that truth with the present day situation in Israel?

4. Locate Hebron (v. 18) on the map (day 1). As Abram built another altar what words of worship can you imagine him saying to God? (Read Hebrews 11:9.)

5. What do you learn about Abram’s faith demonstrated in action from this chapter?

Challenge:  Consider the Peacemaker’s illustration, “The Slippery Slope of Conflict”
 and answer the questions below. 
	Staying on Top of Conflict
Conflict can make life very awkward. It often catches us off guard and leads us to say and do things we later regret. When someone offends us, we often react without thinking. Soon it is as if we are sliding down a slippery slope and things are going from bad to worse. As the illustration shows, this slippery slope can drop off in two directions.
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Escape Responses

The three responses found on the left side of the slippery slope are commonly used by people who are more interested in avoiding or getting away from a conflict than resolving it.

Denial—One way to escape from a conflict is to pretend that no problem exists. Another way is to refuse to do what should be done to resolve a conflict properly. These responses bring only temporary relief and usually make matters worse (see 1 Sam. 2:22-25).

Flight—Another way to escape from a conflict is to run away. This may take the form of ending a friendship, quitting a job, filing for divorce, or leaving a church. Flight may be legitimate in extreme situations (see 1 Sam. 19:9-10), but in most cases it only postpones a proper solution to the problem (see Gen. 16:6-8).

Suicide—When people lose all hope of resolving a conflict, they may seek to escape the situation (or make a desperate cry for help) by attempting to take their own lives. Suicide is never a right way to deal with conflict (see Matt. 27:1-5).

Attack Responses

The three responses found on the right side of the slippery slope are often used by people who are more interested in winning a conflict than in preserving a relationship.

Assault—Some people try to overcome an opponent by using various forms of force or intimidation, such as verbal attacks (including gossip and slander), physical violence, or efforts to damage a person financially or professionally (see Acts 6:8-15). Such conduct usually escalates conflict.

Litigation—Although some conflicts may legitimately be taken before a civil judge (see Acts 24:1-26:32; Rom. 13:1-5), lawsuits usually damage relationships, diminish our Christian witness, and often fail to achieve complete justice. This is why Christians are commanded to make every effort to settle their differences within the church rather than the civil courts (see Matt. 5:25-26; 1 Cor. 6:1-8).

Murder—In extreme cases, people may be so desperate to win a dispute that they will try to kill those who oppose them (see Acts 7:54-58). While most people would not actually kill someone, we should never forget that we stand guilty of murder in God's eyes when we harbor anger or contempt in our hearts toward others (see 1 John 3:15; Matt. 5:21-22).

Conciliation Responses

The Gospel Is the Key to Peace. A true peacemaker is guided, motivated, and empowered by the gospel, the good news that God has forgiven all our sins and made peace with us through the death and resurrection of his Son (Col. 1:19-20). Through Christ he has also enabled us to break the habit of escaping from conflict or attacking others, and he has empowered us to become peacemakers who can promote genuine justice and reconciliation (Col. 3:12-14). 

The six responses found on the top portion of the slippery slope are directed at finding a just and mutually agreeable solution to a conflict. These responses may be divided into two categories: personal peacemaking responses and assisted responses:

Personal peacemaking responses are carried out in private between the parties themselves. Although it is appropriate for one or both parties to seek advice on how to implement these responses, they should normally try to resolve their differences one-on-one before asking others to intervene in the dispute.

Overlook an offense—Many disputes are so insignificant that they should be resolved by quietly and deliberately overlooking an offense. "A man's wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offense" (Prov. 19:11). Overlooking an offense is a form of forgiveness, and involves a deliberate decision not to talk about it, dwell on it, or let it grow into pent-up bitterness or anger.

Reconciliation—If an offense is too serious to overlook or has damaged our relationship, we need to resolve personal or relational issues through confession, loving correction, and forgiveness. "[If] your brother has something against you ... go and be reconciled" (Matt. 5:23-24). "Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently" (Gal. 6:1; see Matt. 18:15). "Forgive as the Lord forgave you" (Col. 3:13).

Negotiation—Even if we successfully resolve relational issues, we may still need to work through material issues related to money, property, or other rights. This should be done through a cooperative bargaining process in which you and the other person seek to reach a settlement that satisfies the legitimate needs of each side. "Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others" (Phil. 2:4).

If the parties cannot resolve a dispute through personal peacemaking, they should pursue one of the assisted responses. This will require that they seek help from other people in their church or community.

Mediation—If two people cannot reach an agreement in private, they should ask one or more objective outside people to meet with them to help them communicate more effectively and explore possible solutions. "If he will not listen [to you], take one or two others along" (Matt. 18:16). These mediators may ask questions and give advice, but they have no authority to force you to accept a particular solution.

Arbitration—When you and an opponent cannot come to a voluntary agreement on a material issue, you may appoint one or more arbitrators to listen to your arguments and render a binding decision to settle the issue. "If you have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of little account in the church" (1 Cor. 6:4).

Accountability—If a person who professes to be a Christian refuses to be reconciled and do what is right, Jesus commands his or her church leaders to formally intervene to hold him or her accountable to Scripture and to promote repentance, justice, and forgiveness: "If he refuses to listen [to others], tell it to the church" (Matt. 18:17).

As you can see, the escape responses only postpone a proper solution to a problem, and attack responses usually damage relationships and make conflicts worse. Therefore, you should generally try first to deal with conflict personally and privately by using one of the first three conciliation responses (overlooking, discussion, or negotiation). To learn how to carry out these steps in a biblically faithful manner, see The Four G's.

If repeated efforts at personal peacemaking do not resolve a matter, then you may need to pursue one of the other conciliation responses (mediation, arbitration, or accountability), which will require the assistance of other people in your church or community. For more information on these assisted responses, see Resolving Conflict through Christian Conciliation.
   


a.  Read the different responses to conflict. Which one did Abram choose in his conflict with Lot?

b.  In the conflict you’re in now (or recently have been through) which response most accurately describes how you are handling (or have handled) the situation?

c.  Are you satisfied with your choice?

Lesson 3 - Genesis 14

First Day

Read   Genesis 14:1-12    War

1.  Looking back on last week’s lesson how was your faith challenged to grow from the lecture or questions?

2.  List the kings from this passage who went to war and their countries.

	King (v. 1)

(Country)
	King (v. 2)

(Country)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3.  What was the reason for the war?

4.  Describe the events that occurred in the Valley of Siddim (vv. 8-11).

5.  Lot changed locations since he “pitched his tent toward Sodom” in Genesis 13:12. Where is Lot living during the time of the battle?

6.  As captives, what kinds of dangers do you think Lot and his family might have faced?
Second Day

Read   Genesis 14:13-16    Rescue

1.  This is the first mention of Abram, “the Hebrew”. Where did this term originate? (Google or any reference source you prefer.)
2.  List Abram’s friends. What does that reveal to you about Abram?

3.  How many trained men were in Abram’s household? What does that tell us about Abram?

4.  Why do you think he was willing to rescue Lot?

a.  Would you have made the same decision? Why or why not?

b.  How do we decide if rescuing a family member is a wise decision or not?

Third Day

Read   Genesis 14:17-19    Melchizedek 

1.  From this passage what do we learn about Melchizedek?

a.  Where is Salem?

b.  What do you imagine Abram would think when he heard the phrase “God Most High” (v. 18)?
2.  What did Melchizedek offer Abram?

3.  From vv. 19-20 what reminder does Melchizedek give Abram?

4.  Why do you think Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of everything (v. 20b)?

5.  Who is blessing you today like Melchizedek blessed Abram? How will you thank them?

Fourth Day

Read indicated scriptures    Melchizedek and Jesus

Note: Melchizedek is a Type of Christ, a priesthood of higher order than Aaron.

1.  Read the following scriptures and write phrases that describe Melchizedek and Christ:

a.  Psalm 110:4

b.  Hebrews 5:5-10

2.  Read Hebrews 7:1-28

a.  What does Melchizedek’s name mean?

b.  What two “offices” (or positions) did he combine?

c.  What additional facts about Melchizedek do you learn from this passage? Which is most interesting to you?

3.  Focusing on verses 12-17, 25-28:

a.  In what ways is Jesus like Melchizedek?

b.  In what ways is Jesus superior to Melchizedek?

4.  In what ways is Jesus your Priest? Your King? Stop and spend a few minutes meditating on these two aspects of your relationship with Jesus. Then take time to praise and worship Him.

Fifth Day

Read   Genesis 14:17, 21-24    God Most High

1.  What plunder from the war did the king of Sodom offer to Abram?

2.  What reason did Abram give for refusing this generous offer?

3.  How might this refusal have impacted the king of Sodom?

a.  How might it have shown the king the reality of Abram’s faith?

b.  From Abram’s perspective who is the true hero of the victorious campaign? Explain your answer.

4.  This week did you have an opportunity to share your faith in some way? Did you take that opportunity? Will you share the experience with the group? If you did not have an opportunity, will you pray that God will provide one for you in the coming week?

Challenge:  Sing (by yourself or with Paul Baloche on My Space) or read aloud the following praise song to the Lord. Adore and worship our God Most High (Genesis 14:20).

Paul Baloche — God Most High lyrics

Love so extreme
You carried the cross
Blood spilled for me
You are the only One
Who gave up Your life
To win love's reward

Great are You, Lord
Let the heavens sing for joy
All the earth will rise to join
The chorus of our God Most High

Creation awaits
The return of the Son
You're coming to reign
You are the One
Who gave up Your life
To win love's reward
Who gave up Your life
To win love's reward

Great are You, Lord

God Most High
God Most High
God Most High
God Most High

Lesson 4 - Genesis 15

First Day

Read   Genesis 15:1    Fear

1.  Reviewing last week’s lesson what most challenged or inspired you?
2.  To what do you think the words “After this” in v. 1 refer?
3.  This is the first time the phrase “the word of the Lord” is used in the Bible.

a.  How does Abram hear “the word of the Lord”?

b.  What are some ways you hear “the word of the Lord” today?

4. God instructs Abram, “Do not be afraid.” Why do you think Abram might be afraid at this particular time?

5. The “Fear Not” passages in Isaiah are often comforting when dealing with our own fears. Read and write out phrases you want to remember from:

a.  Isaiah 41:10

b.  Isaiah 41:13-14

c.  Isaiah 43:1

d.  Isaiah 44:2

e.  Isaiah 44:8

6.  What are some fears that you battle regularly?

7.  What verse from Isaiah will you claim for yourself when facing those fears? Will you memorize it this week?

Second Day

Read   Genesis 15:1-3    Questioning

Note: At this time Abram has been in the land about ten years and is eighty-five years old. 

1.  What promise did God make to Abram in verse one? What do you think it means?

2.  About what predicament does Abram question God? (Genesis 15:2, 3; re-read Genesis 11:30; 12:2).
3.  Do you think it is acceptable for people of faith to question God? Why or why not?

What other biblical examples do you recall where people questioned God?  What can we learn from them?
4.  If, like Abram, God came to you today, what question would you like to ask Him?
Third Day

Read   Genesis 15:4-6    Righteous
1.  What two things does God pledge to Abram in vv. 4, 5?

2.  What did Abram believe that resulted in his being declared righteous (v. 6)?

3.  Read Romans 4:1-5; 18-24; Galatians 3:6-9. How do you think faith is related to righteousness?

4.  Read the following commentary on Genesis 15:6.

“In the Tanakh, faith does not mean believing in spite of the evidence. It means trusting profoundly in a person, in this case the personal God who has reiterated His promise.”

By this definition, are you a woman of faith? Explain your answer.
Fourth Day

Read Genesis 15:7-11
Sacrifice

1.  God repeats His promise of the land (v. 7) to Abram. What is Abram’s response?
2.  In verses 2 and 8 Abram repeats, “O Sovereign Lord.”

a.  What do you think he meant by this title for God?

b.  What does this title mean to you? How might your prayer life change if you addressed God as “O Sovereign Lord”?

3.  God answers Abram’s question (v. 8) with a command to slaughter and divide certain animals (vv. 9-11). What do you think these cut animals represent? (Read Jeremiah 34:18‑20.)

Fifth Day

Read   Genesis 15:12-21    Prophecy, Land

1.  In Genesis 15:12 Abram has a dark dream. Fill in the following chart:

	Verse
	Prophecy

	v. 13
	

	v. 14
	

	v. 15
	

	v. 16
	


2.  Read Exodus 1:1-14; 12:31-36, 40-42; Genesis 25: 7, 8.  List from these verses how each detail of the prophecy was fulfilled.

	Verse
	Fulfillment of Prophecy

	Ex. 1:1-14
	

	Ex. 12:31-36
	

	Ex. 12:40-42
	

	Gen. 25:7, 8
	


3.  The map below
 illustrates the places listed in Genesis 15:18-21. Has Israel ever occupied this land promised?
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Challenge:  Trace the number of times God affirms His Covenant with Abram.

a.  Why do you think God keeps repeating His promises?

b.  What does this mean to you? Do you have a “life promise” from Scripture that is meaningful to you? What is it? Share with the group its special meaning to you.

Lesson 5 - Genesis 16, 17

First Day

Read   Genesis 16:1-6    Hagar pregnant
1.  From last week’s lesson what challenged or encouraged your faith in God?

Note:  In Abram’s day some form of the Code of Hammurabi was the prevailing legal and social system. As you read the following article consider how this cultural value regarding childbearing might have affected Sarai’s thinking:
“Monogamy was the rule, and a childless wife might give her husband a maid to bear him children, who were then reckoned hers. She remained mistress of her maid, and might degrade her to slavery again for insolence, but could not sell her if she had borne her husband children. If the wife did this, the Code did not allow the husband to take a concubine; but if she did not, he could do so. The concubine was a co-wife, though not of the same rank; the first wife had no power over her. A concubine was a free woman, often dowered for marriage, and her children were legitimate and lawful heirs. She could only be divorced on the same conditions as a wife.

“There was no hindrance to a man having children by a slave girl. These children were free, and their mother then could not be sold, though she might be pledged, and she became free upon her master's death. Her children could be legitimized by their father's acknowledgment before witnesses and were often adopted. They then ranked equally in sharing their father's estate; but if not adopted, the wife's children divided and took first choice.”

2.  If you were in Sarai’s place what thoughts might lead you to offer Hagar to your husband (vv. 1‑2)?
3.  Initially, what choices do you think Abram had when Sarai offered Hagar to him?

4. Why do you think Sarai blamed Abram (v. 5)?

a.  Would you have been tempted to do the same?

b.  What part did Hagar play in this conflict?

5. Do you agree with the way Abram handled this conflict (v. 6)?

What was the result?

Second Day

Read   Genesis 16:7-16    Ishmael
1.  Paraphrase the following verses:

a.  The Angel’s command to Hagar (v. 9).

b.  The Angel’s prophecy (vv. 10-12).

c.  Hagar’s response (vv. 13-14).

2.  From the events in this section, describe Hagar’s character.

Would you describe her as a “woman of faith”? Why or why not?
3.  How do you think Sarai felt when she saw Hagar return?

4.  What lessons do you learn from this story about:

a.  God’s promises

b.  Conflict and hardships

Third Day

Read   Genesis 17:1-8    God Almighty

Note: Thirteen years have passed between Chapter 16 and Chapter 17. Abram is now ninety-nine years old, Sarai is eighty-nine years old and Ishmael is thirteen years old.

1.  Note from the following verses what God reveals to Abram:

	Verses
	What God Reveals

	vv. 1, 2
	

	vv. 4, 5
	

	v. 6
	

	v. 7
	

	v. 8
	


2.  Names are significant in the Bible. They often represent a person’s character or identity. What is the meaning of the following names and the significance of the changes?

a.  “God Almighty” or “El Shaddai” (v. 1). Read Exodus 6:3.

b.  Abram to Abraham (v. 5)

c.  Sarai to Sarah (v. 15)

d.  Isaac (v. 19)
3.  What do you think is the meaning of “walk before Me and be blameless” (v. 1)?

a.  Is this the same as “sinless?”

b.  Is this a command or option for Abram? For us?

c.  Note if you can a New Testament verse that speaks to this same idea.

d.  What provision do we have to “walk blameless” (Galatians 5:16)?
Fourth Day

Read   Genesis 17:9-14    Covenant Requirement
1.  What covenantal requirement must Abraham and his descendants keep according to this passage?

2.  Describe the God-given details of this requirement (vv. 10-14).

3.  Why do you think God commanded this ritual as the sign of the covenant?

4.  Write phrases from the following passages that speak of this sign of the covenant:

a.  Deuteronomy 30:6

b.  Colossians 2:11-13

c.  Romans 2:29

5.  How did this physical requirement symbolize a spiritual truth?

a.  What is required of God’s people today? (Read Galatians 5:6.)

b.  How do these thoughts help you better understand Deuteronomy 30:6?

Fifth Day

Read   Genesis 17:15-27    Sarah
1.  List details of the promised prophecy regarding Sarai (vv. 15-16, 19, 21).

2.  Does Abraham’s response surprise you? Why or why not?
3.  Imagine you are Abraham in this conversation. What emotions might have motivated the words of verse 18?
4.  Abraham’s obedience to God’s command is immediate (vv. 23-27).

a.  What part does obedience play in growing faith?

b.  How might disappointment over Ishmael have tempted Abraham not to obey?

c.  Describe a recent story of your obedience to a truth or a command from God.

d.  How do you respond when God answers “no” to a request? How does it affect your obedience?

Challenge: God invites us into a New Covenant with Him through Jesus Christ.

Read Luke 22:14-20; I Corinthians 11:23-26; Hebrews 8:7-13.

a.  What are some of the various aspects of the New Covenant?

b.  Who initiates it?

c.  What are the promises of that Covenant?

d.  What is our response?  Write a personal response to the New Covenant (use the back if needed).
Lesson 6 - Genesis 18, 19
First Day

Read   Genesis 18:1-8    Hospitality

1.  Take a moment to review last week’s lesson. What lesson do you want to remember and apply?
2.  Who are the three men who visit Abraham (v. 2)?
3.  Describe Abraham’s hospitality to them.

4.  Read Hebrews 13:2; Romans 12:13 and answer the following:

a.  What is your attitude about showing hospitality to others in your home?

b.  How does who it is affect your extending hospitality?

c.  When was the last time you might have entertained angels?
Second Day

Read   Genesis 18:9-15    Sarah

1.  What promise from this passage did the Lord make to Abraham?

2.  Why do you think Sarah laughed at this prophecy?
a.  How might you have responded?

b.  Why do you think God confronted her about this?
3.  What truths about God and His character do you learn in this section?
4.  Are you facing any “impossibilities” in your life today?

a.  How are you handling your situation?

b.  What truth about God strengthens your faith?
Third Day
Read   Genesis 18:16-33    Intercession

1.  Focus on verses 17-19.  What reasons does the Lord give for His decision to reveal His plan to Abraham to visit Sodom and Gomorrah?
2.  Describe in your own words Abraham’s intercession for the city in verses 23-32.
What does this intercession reveal to you about his relationship with the Lord?
3.  Do you think our prayers change God’s mind? Why or why not? (Read Genesis 19:27-29.)
4.  Abraham calls God “the Judge of all the earth” (v. 25). 
a.  Does that truth cause you to be fearful or comforted? Explain your answer.
b.  Was this a new insight or thought for you?
5.  List phrases from the following verses that reveal the reality of God as Judge:
a.  Psalms 58:11
b.  Psalms 94:2
c.  Psalms 7:11
d.  Hebrews 12:23
e.  Romans 3:5, 6
Fourth Day

Read   Genesis 19:1-26    Deliverance
1.  Lot offers hospitality to the two angels. In your own words describe what happens in verses 4-14.

2.  What do you think was the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah? Use these verses and any other biblical reference to support your answer.

3.  What reasons might you give to explain why Lot’s “sons-in-law thought he was joking” (v. 14) when he urged them to flee?
4.  Note: “Looked back”—The Hebrew verb means “to look intently, to gaze.”  What thoughts might have gone through Lot’s wife’s mind as she “looked back” on Sodom (v. 26)? Read Matthew 6:21.

a.  What do you gaze on that hurts you spiritually?

b.  How might refusing to release something or someone and move on hurt your relationship with God?

5.  What is the most outrageous part of this story to you?

Fifth Day

Read   Genesis 19:27-38    Lot’s Daughters

1.  Read Leviticus 18:6-18; Deuteronomy 22:30; 27:20-23; Ezekiel 22:11; I Corinthians 5:1
a.  What action did Lot’s daughters decide to take regarding their father and why?

b.  How might the cultural values of Sodom and Gomorrah have affected these sisters and their actions?
2.  “The ends justifies the means” is sometimes a tempting compromise.

a.  List ways believers might justify sinful “means” to get desired “ends.”

b.  In what ways do you observe this message in our culture?

c.  How have you been tempted like this?
Challenge:  Imagine you are writing a biography of Lot.

He is now residing in the mountains with his two pregnant daughters and has agreed to one and only one interview.

a.  What questions will you ask him?

b.  Give us an overview in a few sentences of your book.

c.  What “take aways” did you learn from his life?
Lesson 7 - Genesis 20, 21
First Day

Read   Genesis 20    Deception
1.  Reflecting on last week’s lesson what was particularly meaningful or challenging for you?
2.  What deception recorded in this chapter did Abraham repeat? (See Genesis 12:10-20.) In the chart below list the similarities and differences in the two experiences.

	Similarities
	Differences

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3.  Have you ever repeated the same mistake in your life? What consequences followed?

Second Day
Read   Genesis 20:8-18    Confrontation
1.  “Early the next morning” Abimelech confronts Abraham with the deception. What excuse does Abraham give for lying about his relationship with Sarah (v. 10-13)?
2.  How long do you think Sarah was kept in Abimelech’s harem (vv. 17-18)?

a.  What thoughts and emotions might Sarah have experienced in the palace?

b.  How can “loyalty” to one’s spouse cause hardship and painful consequences today?

3.  Does Abimelech’s generous response surprise you in verses 14-17? Why or why not?
4.  What truths about God can you glean from this chapter?

Third Day
Read   Genesis 21:1-7    Isaac
1.  God fulfilled His promise and Isaac was born.

a.  How long had Abraham and Sarah waited for this child?

b.  What long awaited prayer are you still believing God will answer? How are Abraham and Sarah an encouragement to you?

2.  Describe Sarah’s reaction to Isaac’s birth (vv. 6-7).
3.  What act of obedience did Abraham perform and what did it mean? (Re-read Genesis 17:1-14.)

4.  Imagine you are Hagar when Isaac is born. What might be some of your thoughts and emotions?

Fourth Day

Read   Genesis 21:8-21    Ishmael
1.  What is Sarah’s harsh reaction to Ishmael’s behavior toward Isaac?

a.  From her viewpoint, why was it impossible for the two families to live together?

b.  Do you think that Ishmael had to leave?

2.  Describe some of the reasons you think Abraham was emotionally “distressed” over Sarah’s demand (v. 11).

a.  Is there any conflict in your home that you need to address to achieve peace?

b.  Can you share it with the group?
3. Read Genesis 21:12, 13; Galatians 4:21-31; Romans 9:6-9. Paraphrase why you think God agrees with Sarah’s demand.
4.  How does God provide for Hagar and Ishmael (vv. 14-21)?

5.  Where has God allowed you “to see” (v. 19) His provision for your needs? Are you still looking?

Fifth Day

Read   Genesis 21:22-34    Treaty
1.  Abimelech seeks a peace treaty with Abraham (vv. 22, 23). Why do you think he says the words “swear you will not deal falsely with me…”?
2.  What is Abraham’s complaint to Abimelech and why is it important?
3.  After the treaty was secured what does Abraham do (vv. 32-34)?

4.  Can other people trust you to keep your word and your commitments?

a.  Do you keep your part of agreements?

b.  How might that relate to Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:37?

Challenge:  After the treaty had been made in Beersheba, Abraham plants a tree and calls upon the “Eternal God” (Genesis 21:32, 33). Review and list all the different names of God from this and previous lessons in our study so far. Write a prayer worshiping God with His names and praising Him for his goodness toward you during this study.

Lesson 8 - Genesis 22, 23
First Day

Read   Genesis 22:1-2    The Command

1.  What truth or lesson from last week’s study most impacted the way you think and act?

2.  In Genesis 22:2, what action does God ask Abraham to take?

3.  Read Hebrews 11:17 regarding this experience. What does the text reveal about God’s purpose in this command to Abraham?

4.  What do you learn from the following verses about the testing of our faith?

a.  James 1:2-4

b.  I Peter 1:6, 7

5.  Do you think it is necessary that our faith always be tested? Why or why not?

Note additional insights from the following verses:

a.  Psalm 81:7

b.  2 Chronicles 32:31

6.  How would you express the difference between “testing” and “temptation” (James 1:13; Matthew 4:3; 1 Corinthians 7:5)?

7. Read the following article “Would God ever ask us to do wrong?”
.

[image: image6]
Do you agree or disagree with the article? Explain your answer.

Second Day

Read   Genesis 22:3-10; Hebrews 11:17-19    Obedience

1.  Abraham’s obedience was immediate, “early in the morning” (v. 3). In your own words describe what happened in vv. 3‑10.

2.  From these verses and verse 2, write what kind of relationship you think exists between father and son.

3.  What reason and expectation does Abraham give the servants when leaving them to “go over there” (v. 5)?

4.  Isaac asks, “where is the lamb” (v. 7). What do you think Abraham meant by his response in v. 8?

5.  In what way was Isaac’s faith also tested by this experience?

Third Day
Read   Genesis 22:11-19    Provision
1.  What specifically does God say He “now knows” about Abraham from this testing (vv. 12, 16)?

2.  “The Lord Will Provide” (Jehovah Jireh) is a central theme in this story. How do you think the provision of the ram is a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ (John 1:29)?

3.  God again confirms His covenantal blessings on Abraham in vv. 15-19. Why might this be a special encouragement to Abraham at this time?

4.  What insights do you learn about a “walk of faith” from Abraham and Isaac’s experience?

5.  Is there a perplexing or challenging obedience to the Word of God you are facing today? What is it?

a.  How is it testing your faith?

b.  What do you need to do to turn loose and let go?

Fourth Day

Read   Genesis 22:20-24; 23:1, 2     Family

1.  Look over the following chart of Abraham’s Family Tree
 and highlight the names given in this and previous passages.
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2.  Why do you think Abraham’s family is inserted here at the end of chapter 22 (Genesis 24:6‑7)?

3.  Are your relatives interested in your relationship with the Lord? How does a family relationship give opportunity to pass the faith to another generation? Who in your family pointed you to God?

4.  Sarah lived 127 years. Fill in the following biographical chart about her.

	Information about Sarah

	Strengths and Accomplishments
	

	Weaknesses and Mistakes
	

	Faith
	

	Lessons I Learn from Her Life
	


5.  From the above information, write a brief eulogy that could be read at her funeral.

Fifth Day

Read   Genesis 23:1-20    Cave

1.  Verses 3-18 are an example of Bedouin bargaining prevalent in the Middle East at this time. What exactly did Abraham purchase and why was this important?

2.  Besides Sarah (v. 19) who else was buried in this cave (Genesis 25:9; 49:29-31; 50:13)?

3.  Do you think it is important to Christians where they are buried? Why or why not?

Challenge:  This week’s lesson is about the sacrifices of an obedient life.

Answer the questions in the following box
:

[image: image8.emf]MY OWN STORY/20 Minutes.   1. What really bothers me about this story is:   a.   how God could put Abraham through  such an ordeal   b.   how God could put Isaac through such  an ordeal   c.   that God would instruct Abraham to kill  someone   d.   that Abraham would actually do what  God said   e.   what the servants must have  thought   2. What promise do you as a child hold  for  your parents?   a.   healing and wholeness   b.   success   c.   a long line of descendants   d.   happiness   3. What promise does God hold for you if  you obey him?   a.   happiness   b.   his presence   c.   eternal life   d.   a family   e.   success     4.  I s ee  from Abraham and Isaac's experi - ence that:   a.   God is to be taken seriously   b.   obedience is difficult   c.   God requires all  I   have   d.   God is faithful   5. For me, the hard est things (N) and th e easiest things (Y) to give God would be: (mark  all that apply)      family members      children      old pictures      home      car      job/career      financial security       food      friends    _____  my Bible   _____  my understanding of God's will   _____   health   _____  church   _____  possessions   _____  TV   _____  education   _____  personality traits         


Examine your own heart’s attachments and consider writing God a prayer of surrender and trust, taking your next step of faith and believing God is Lord of All.

Lesson 9 - Genesis 24, 25

First Day

Read   Genesis 24:1-9    Abraham’s Instructions

1.  What information from last week’s lesson helped you understand “the obedience of sacrifice”?
2.  Read verse one. As you review Abraham’s life, how had the Lord “blessed him in every way”?

3.  In your own words write what Abraham instructed his chief servant (vv. 3‑4)?

4.  Why do you think Abraham desired a daughter-in-law from his relatives and not from the surrounding Canaanites?

5.  How do the following verses relate to his desire?

a.  Deuteronomy 7:1-4

b.  Ezra 9:10-12

c.  2 Corinthians 6:14, 15

6.  What reason does Abraham give for refusing to let Isaac return to Nahor (vv. 6‑7)?

7.  Who was Abraham trusting would help his servant find the right woman (v. 7)?

8.  If you have unmarried children what are your desires for your child’s spouse? Explain your answer.

Second Day

Read   Genesis 24:10-27    Servant’s Prayer

Note: The servant travels approximately 450 miles to search for a wife for Isaac.

1.  What were specific details of the servant’s prayer (vv. 12‑14)?

a.  What words express his great trust in the Lord? (See also vv. 27, 48.)

b.  How was his prayer answered (vv. 15‑27)?

2.  Do you think it’s acceptable to ask God for a sign to determine His will (Genesis 24:14, Judges 6:16, 17; 36-40)?

a.  Are circumstances alone enough proof that you have determined God’s will?

b.  What other ways might one seek God’s will? Give biblical verses to support your answer.

c.  In the decision you are facing right now, how are you discerning God’s will for you?
3.  What impresses you in the servant’s:

a.  Character

b.  Actions

c.  Faith
Third Day

Read   Genesis 24:28-67    Rebekah

Note:  The servant meets the family and repeats Abraham’s instructions and relates God’s answer to his prayer in finding Rebekah.

1.  Describe Rebekah’s father and brother’s reaction to the servant’s story (v. 50).

2.  Do you think Rebekah had a choice in the decision? Explain your answer.

3.  What characteristics of Rebekah in this story reveal her to be a suitable wife for Isaac?

4.  Rebekah was asked to leave home, travel far, and marry someone totally unknown to her. What has God asked you to do for Him? Have you refused or agreed?

5.  Read vv. 62-66. God’s choices bring God’s blessings. What words from this section describe this truth?

Fourth Day

Read   Genesis 25:1-11    Abraham’s Death

1.  Abraham had another family with his wife Keturah (vv. 1‑4).

a.  How did he distinguish his sons by the concubines from Isaac, the son of the promise?

b.  Why do you think this was necessary?

2.  How old was Abraham when he died? At that time how old was Ishmael? Isaac?

3.  What does the phrase “died at a good old age, an old man full of years” mean to you? (Genesis 15:15; Psalms 92:12‑15)

4.  Describe Abraham’s funeral (vv. 9, 10).

5.  Write an obituary for Abraham, the Father of our Faith. What would be the most honoring statement that you could make regarding him?

Fifth Day

Review of the life of Abraham

1.  To which of the characters in our lessons do you most relate and why? (Abraham, Sarah, Lot, Hagar, Ishmael, Isaac, Rebekah, the servant)

2.  Have you recently been given a “test of faith” by God requiring a great sacrifice? What has been your response? How did the story of Abraham and Isaac encourage you?

3.  Are you growing in your life of faith? When others observe the way you handle your circumstances would they say you “walk by faith” like Abraham? What will you do to make that true of you?

4.  What truth(s) about God have you learned or re-learned that encourages your obedience, your faith and your trust in the Lord?

Challenge: Choose one answer from the above that you will be willing to share with your group next week.
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Would God ever ask us to do wrong? (22:2)


No. But he will push to the limit the boundaries of our commitment to him. The first words of this chapter—Some time later God tested Abraham—suggest that God never really intended the sacrifice to take place. The point was the test: Did Abraham really trust God?


We are shocked by this today because we know of the Bible's strong warnings against child sacrifice (Lev. 20:1-5: 2 Kings 23:10; Jer. 32:35). That's what pagan gods demanded, not the holy God of Israel.


Because the Biblical laws against child sacrifice came later, we can't be sure what Abraham understood about it. Still, God had shaped Abraham's sense of values. And this request would not have been consistent with God as he had known him to this point. So perhaps Abraham was somewhat confused or puzzled by the nature of God's command. Abraham's primary concern however was crystal clear: He was being asked to give up the son promised to him.


God's command was harsh (even for the ancients). It raises for us a poignant question: Will we entrust our futures unreservedly to the One who calls us? Or will we doubt God and place our trust in our own understanding?


Our God does not require human sacrifice, but heart sacrifice. God desires in us an obedient heart willing to do what he asks.
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