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Can We Serve Church Cafeteria Style? 

A Study of the New Testament Church
Study Guide

Lesson 5
How Do Good People Differ About How to Do Church?
March 2, 2008
The Purpose of this lesson:  If pressed to explain what it means to be a “New Testament church,” many would probably say something like this:  “We are a church that believes in and practices what the New Testament teaches.”  While this may be true as far as it goes, it is not adequate.  Rather than give you a selection of Bible passages to consider, I’d like to challenge you to think through some of our church distinctives at CBC, and to articulate just what it is that should make a church a “New Testament church.”  I will set out several questions for you to answer, all of which relate to what it means to be a “New Testament church.”  As a church, try to identify some of our beliefs and practices that play a part in our attempt to be a “New Testament church.”  Be sure to provide Scripture texts which justify, illustrate, or clarify your answers to the following questions.

(1) How do we relate what we do as a church to the Old Testament and what it teaches?

(2) What specific truths about Jesus Christ impact our structure and function as a church?  

(3) How should the nature and purpose of the church affect the way we “do church?”

(4) What doctrines of the faith impact the way we “do church?”  How?

(5) What commands (of Christ and/or His apostles) bear upon the kind of church we should be?

(6) What are the biblical principles that should distinguish a “New Testament church?”

(7) How do apostolic/New Testament church practices guide us in the way we “do church?”

(8) Are there New Testament commands and practices which we do not follow?  If so, what are they, and how do we explain our failure to comply with them?
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