Study Guide
Paul’s Epistles to the Church at Thessalonica
Lesson 11
What the Second Coming Means to Men
2 Thessalonians 1:1-12
September 5, 2010

Scripture reading: 2 Thessalonians (all)
Study Questions
Read through all of 2 Thessalonians, and note all the differences you can discern when you compare this epistle with 1 Thessalonians.
From what Paul writes in 2 Thessalonians, what has changed since the return of Timothy to Paul (1 Thessalonians 3:1-10), Paul’s writing of his first epistle, and the current situation in Thessalonica?  What is Paul’s purpose in writing this second epistle to the Thessalonians?  (What problems does Paul seem to be addressing here?)

From what Paul says in verses 3 and 4, how are the Thessalonians doing (also take note of 2:1-3)?

In verse 3, is there any difference between saying, “We do give thanks . . . because. . .” (as he does in 1 Thessalonians 1:2) and “We ought to give thanks. . .” (as he does in 2 Thessalonians 1:3)?
Is there any difference between “persecutions” and “afflictions” in verse 4?
Why is Paul’s introduction to 2 Thessalonians (in 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4 – although some might argue that the entire first chapter is an introduction) so much shorter than Paul’s introduction in 1 Thessalonians (chapters 1-3)?

Compare Paul’s treatment of the Second Coming in 1 Thessalonians 4:13—5:11 with his treatment of the same subject in 2 Thessalonians chapter 1.

What purpose(s) is (are) served by informing these persecuted saints (1:4) that their persecutors will suffer God’s eternal wrath (1:5-10)?

How does Paul describe the fate of believers at the Second Coming?  

Is there any emphasis in this chapter on the timing of the Second Coming?  Why, or why not?

How does Paul use the Second Coming to instruct and motivate the Thessalonians?
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