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Scripture reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Study Questions
The expression “times and seasons” (“times and epochs,” NASB) occurs elsewhere in Acts 1:7.  What can we learn about this expression in our text from its use in Acts chapter 1?
Paul says that the Thessalonians “have no need for anything to be written to them” regarding the topic of “times and seasons.”  There is more than one way to understand Paul’s statement that the Thessalonians “had no need of any further instruction about times and seasons.”  What reason seems immediately apparent?  What other reason(s) might there be?

How does Paul contrast Christians with unbelievers in 4:13-18?  How does Paul contrast Christians with unbelievers (“others”) in 5:1-11?  Notice the way Paul uses “sleep” in 4:13-18, and then how the same imagery of “sleep” appears in 5:1-11.  
What is the “Day of the Lord” to which Paul refers in 5:2? (For “Day of the Lord” see Isaiah 13:6, 9; Ezekiel 13:5; 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Obadiah 1:15; Zephaniah 1:7, 14; Malachi 4:5; Acts 2:20; 2 Thessalonians 2:2; 2 Peter 3:10.)

Paul makes a point of emphasizing the fact that the “Day of the Lord” will come suddenly and unexpectedly upon unbelievers.  What does this have to do with the saints at Thessalonica, or with us?  

What is the difference between knowing that the “Day of the Lord” is coming and knowing when it is coming?

Why does the “Day of the Lord” catch unbelievers by surprise?  Why should it not catch believers by surprise?  If the “Day of the Lord” is not to come as a surprise to us, how should this impact the way we live as Christians?
Why are faith, love, and hope described in verse 8 in terms of military armor?
What does Paul mean in verse 9 when he says that God did not destine us for wrath, but rather for gaining salvation through the Lord Jesus?
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