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Scripture reading:  1 Thessalonians 4:13—5:11

Study Questions
What observations can you make regarding the structure of this passage?  What is the dominant theme or topic dealt with in this text?  How many paragraphs does this passage have?  Give a title to each.  
How did Paul subtly introduce the subject of our text earlier in this epistle?  Why is this topic especially important to the Thessalonians?  What would seem to be the main questions Paul is seeking to answer, or issues he is seeking to deal with?

Paul says that he doesn’t want the Thessalonians to be ignorant concerning the things he is now addressing in 4:13-18. What do you make of the observation that “you know” or its equivalent occurs often earlier in this epistle, but only one time (1 Thessalonians 5:2) in our text?  

Do you think that there is any significance to the order in which the saints (dead first, then the living) are taken up into heaven (see 4:15-17)?  What is the significance of this order?  How does this serve to encourage Christians?  

Why does Paul instruct the Thessalonians to encourage each other, rather than to merely be encouraged themselves (see 4:18)?

How does Paul contrast Christians with unbelievers in 4:13-18?  How does Paul contrast Christians with unbelievers (“others”) in 5:1-11?  Notice the way Paul uses “sleep” in 4:13-18, and then how the imagery changes when he speaks of “sleep” in 5:1-11.  Note how in 5:10 he returns to the original sense of being awake or asleep.
What is the “Day of the Lord” to which Paul refers in 5:2? (For “Day of the Lord” see Isaiah 13:6, 9; Ezekiel 13:5; 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Obadiah 1:15; Zephaniah 1:7, 14; Malachi 4:5; Acts 2:20; 2 Thessalonians 2:2; 2 Peter 3:10.)
Paul makes a point of emphasizing the fact that the “Day of the Lord” will come suddenly and unexpectedly upon unbelievers?  What does this have to do with the saints at Thessalonica (or us)?  If it is not to come as a surprise to us, how should this impact the way we live as Christians?
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