Study Guide
Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians

Lesson 3
Does Paul Have a “Feminine Side?”
1 Thessalonians 2:1-16
June 20, 2010

Scripture reading: 1 Thessalonians 1 & 2

Study Questions
How would you describe the relationship of Paul’s words in our text (1 Thessalonians 2:1-16) with what he has already written in chapter 1?  What do you make of the repetition of the phrase (or something very similar to it):  “as you know. . . ?”

How do the early chapters of 1 Thessalonians differ from the early chapters of Ephesians and Colossians?  Explain what Paul is doing in the early chapters (1-3) of 1 Thessalonians.

What was there about the motivation, message, and method of Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy that set them apart from many of the religious hucksters of that day (and ours)? How would you describe Paul’s relationship to the Thessalonians?  What characteristics of Paul are described in our text?  How did this serve to enhance the proclamation of the gospel in Thessalonica?

Since this coming Sunday will be Father’s Day, and Paul speaks of his relationship to the Thessalonians as that of a father (and a mother as well – see 2:7) to his children, what can fathers learn from Paul in this text that would make them better fathers to their children?

Compare 1 Thessalonians 2:9 with Acts 20:33-35 and 1 Corinthians 9:1-23.  How was Paul’s conduct in this area different from that of most religious teachers and leaders?  How did Paul’s conduct contribute to the gospel message he proclaimed?  How did Paul’s conduct as described in 1 Thessalonians 2:9 qualify him to say what he did in 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15?
Compare 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16 with 2:1-12.  What is the relationship between verses 1-12 and verses 13-16?

From Luke’s account in Acts 17, who would you have expected Paul to be speaking to?  How does this square with 1 Thessalonians 9:1?  From Acts 17, who would you have expected to be the source of persecution for these Thessalonian saints?  According to Paul’s words in 2:14-16, who were those who were persecuting these Gentile saints?

What is Paul’s view of the Word of God?  How did the Thessalonians view God’s Word?
How does Paul’s example help us with regard to giving thanks to God?
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