Study Guide
Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians
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The Encouragement of Election
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June 13, 2010

Scripture reading: 1 Thessalonians 1 & 2

Study Questions
Who is Silvanus (see 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:1; 2 Corinthians 1:19; 1 Peter 5:12)?  How did Timothy end up with Paul at Thessalonica (see Acts 16:1-3)?
Why would Paul make a point of saying that they always give thanks to God for all of the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 1:2)?  Who made up the congregation of the church at Thessalonica (see Acts 17:4)?  For what did Paul and his team give thanks regarding the Thessalonians?  What is the relationship between . . .
. . . work and faith?

. . . labor and love?

. . . perseverance/endurance and hope?
Why does Paul bring up the subject of the Thessalonians’ election in verse 4?  What earlier words do the words of verse 4 buttress or modify?
Verse 5 begins with “for.”  What earlier statement is Paul trying to confirm or support with verse 5?

From verses 4-6, what were some of the factors that contributed to the salvation of the Thessalonians?

How were the Thessalonians an excellent example to others?  How did the Thessalonians help to advance the gospel?

Would you say that the church at Thessalonica was largely Gentile or Jewish?

How does Paul place additional emphasis on the Second Coming of Christ?

How does Jesus deliver us from “the wrath to come?”

How do Paul’s words in chapter 1 set the stage for the rest of the epistle?

Based upon 1 Thessalonians chapter 1, how would you compare the church at Thessalonica with the church at Corinth?
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