Study Guide
Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians
Lesson 1

Why I Want to Study the Thessalonian Epistles?

Acts 16 and 17
June 6, 2010

Scripture reading: Acts 16:1—17:15; 1 Thessalonians 1 & 2

Study Questions
Paul refers to his experience in Philippi in 1 Thessalonians 2:2.  How does Paul relate his experience in Philippi to the church at Thessalonica?  Stated differently, why start our study in Acts 16 (Philippi), rather than in Acts 17, where we find Luke’s account of Paul’s first visit to Thessalonica?
Based on Luke’s account of Paul’s second missionary journey in Acts 16 and 17, trace Paul’s steps from Philippi to Thessalonica on a map.  In Acts 17:1, we are told that Paul and his companions “traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia.”  Does this mean that they spent some time there (as they did in Philippi and Thessalonica) or that they merely passed through these cities?  What shape was Paul in (physically) when he reached Thessalonica?  What signs of wear and tear might have been evident to the Thessalonians when Paul arrived?  What would be the normal response to seeing Paul in this condition?  How could that have impacted his preaching?  How did Paul’s appearance correspond to the gospel that he preached, so that he could call the Thessalonian saints’ attention to his treatment in Philippi?

There was no synagogue in Philippi (see Acts 16:13), but there were synagogues in both Thessalonica (17:1) and in Berea (17:10).  What was Paul’s custom (see 17:2) when he went to a synagogue (see Acts 13:14ff.)?
Compare the response of those in Thessalonica (both Jews and Gentiles) to the response of those in Berea?  Based upon the responses of those in these two cities, which of the two cities would seem most likely to produce a growing, thriving, church?  Based upon what we know of the people in these two cities, where would “church planters” of today be most likely to start a new work?
How do you explain the presence of a church in Thessalonica that is greatly praised by Paul (see 1 Thessalonians 1 and 2), while nothing is ever said of a church in Berea?  How does Paul explain this in 1 Thessalonians 1 and 2?
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