Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide
Lesson 9

The Commencement of Jesus’ Ministry
Matthew 4:12-25
April 20, 2003

Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 9
	Monday
	Matthew 4:12-25

	Tuesday
	Mark 1:14-28

	Wednesday
	Luke 4:14-44

	Thursday
	Matthew 4:12-17

	Friday
	Isaiah 9:1-7

	Saturday
	Matthew 4:18-22; Luke 5:1-11

	Sunday
	Matthew 4:23-25


Study Materials

Ray Stedman, Peninsula Bible Church: 

http://www.pbc.org/dp/stedman/mark/3303.html 
Study Questions

Matthew 4:12-25

What are the main paragraphs or divisions of Matthew 4:12-25?  Be able to identify each paragraph.  How does each paragraph lead to the next?  As you read this passage, take special note of its place in context – what comes before it, and what comes after it.  How does Matthew 4:12-25 link the account of our Lord’s baptism and temptation with His teaching in the Sermon on the Mount?  What questions have come to your mind as you have read these verses?

Mark 1:14-28

Compare our Lord’s message (Mark 1:14-15; Matthew 4:17) with that of John the Baptist.  What is the relationship between Mark 1:14-28 and our text (Matthew 4:12-25)?  Why is the calling of the disciples important enough to record in the Gospels?  Why do you think Mark and Matthew only told us how four disciples were called?  How do you explain the way the disciples so quickly “left their nets” and followed Jesus?  Why these particular men?  

Luke 4:14-44
What additional piece of information does Luke provide for us in 4:14 that neither Matthew nor Mark include?  Why is this important?  What evidence does Luke provide for us to prove that Jesus did commence His Galilean ministry in the power of the Spirit?  What was it that Jesus said that made the people of Nazareth so angry?  What was it that gave Jesus’ teaching such authority?  

Matthew 4:12-17
Why do you think Jesus waited until John the Baptist was taken into custody to begin His public ministry (at least in Matthew)?  Why did Jesus “withdraw into Galilee”?  What do we know about Galilee that would cause us to think this was an unlikely thing to do?  Why did Jesus do it?  What is Matthew’s unique emphasis so far as our Lord’s appearance and ministry in Galilee is concerned?

Isaiah 9:1-7
Matthew alone quotes Isaiah 9:1-2 in relation to our Lord’s Galilean ministry.  Why does Matthew emphasize this more than the other Gospel writers?  Read Isaiah 9:1-7 and attempt to understand the meaning of verses 1-2 in the context of Isaiah 9.  How does Matthew use Isaiah’s words to make a point in his gospel?  What is the point he is making? 

Matthew 4:18-22; Luke 5:1-11
Is this the only time Jesus called the disciples?  For what purpose were the disciples “called”?  Do you think Jesus called each of the disciples because of the qualities He saw in them, that would become helpful in the future?  How would you relate 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 to the calling of the disciples?  Do you think that Jesus “calls” people today as He called the disciples then?

Matthew 4:23-25
What is Matthew trying to tell us in verses 23-25?  What was Jesus doing in Galilee?  What was one very important purpose for His many miracles?  What was the effect of our Lord’s teaching and miracles?  Why does Matthew seem to use the word “all” and “every” more than usual?

Questions for Further Thought and Discussion

If you were about to commence a major missionary campaign in Israel, how would you or I have tended to do it differently than Jesus?  Why?  Why did Jesus do what He did, and why did He do it that way?  
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