Study Guide
Lesson 81
Jesus Arrested, Mankind on Trial
Matthew 26:30-75

June 5, 2005

Scripture Reading for Lesson 81:  Matthew 26:30-75
Study Questions

Who, aside from our Lord, are the central personalities in verses 1-29 of chapter 26?  Who (again, aside from our Lord) do you think are the central characters in verses 30-75?  What is, or might be, the literary relationship between these two sets of characters?  Compare and contrast them.

Verse 30

Why do you think Jesus went out to the Mount of Olives (verse 30; compare Luke 22:39; John 18:2)?

Verses 31-35

Why do you think Jesus told His disciples that they would all forsake Him (verse 31)?  What was the purpose of our Lord’s words in verse 32?

Clearly Peter was speaking for himself in verses 33 and 35, but his words were no different from the affirmations of the others (verse 35).  What was good about what they all said?  What was wrong with what they said?  What purpose do verses 31-35 accomplish or fulfill?

Verses 36-46

What relationship do you see between verses 31-35 and verses 36-46?  Why do you think Jesus singled out Peter in verse 40?

Compare Luke 22:39-46 with Matthew 26:36-46.  What key elements does Luke add, that supplement what Matthew and Mark have recorded?  What reasons are we given for why the disciples slept?  

Note the only words of our Lord’s prayer in the garden that are recorded (verses 38, 42).  Why do you think Matthew chose to report and preserve these words?  

What is the contribution or value of our Lord’s words in verse 46?

Verses 47-57

We know from John’s account of the arrest of Jesus (18:10) that it was Peter who drew the sword and cut off the ear of the high priest’s slave.  Why do you think neither Matthew, Mark, nor Luke included this detail?  Why was it wrong for Peter (or anyone else) to use the sword?  Does this have any application to Christians today?  What do we learn from or about Judas in this act of betrayal?  In verse 56 we read,

But this has happened so that the scriptures of the prophets would be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled (Matthew 26:56).

Why did Matthew include verse 56?  What do we learn about all of the events Matthew has described?  What do we gain from the last half of verse 56?  What does Matthew leave out, that John’s gospel (18:1-11) includes?

Verses 58-75

Had Jesus not spoken (as recorded in verse 64), what might have been different?  What does this suggest?  If you were in our Lord’s sandals, and you had been asked directly whether or not you were the Messiah, how might you be tempted to respond?  Now, compare this with the direct question put to Peter, and his response (verses 69-75).

Considering our text 26:30-75, what do we learn about. . .

· Judas

· The Jewish religious leaders

· Peter and the disciples

· Jesus

The Scriptures, including the words of our Lord (see verses 31, 54, 56, 64, 75)

TRY TO DETERMINE WHAT MATTHEW IS UNIQUELY SAYING, WHAT IS NOT THE EMPHASIS OF THE OTHER GOSPEL ACCOUNTS.
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