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Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 7

	Monday
	Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-12

	Tuesday
	Psalm 91

	Wednesday
	Deuteronomy 6

	Thursday
	Exodus 17

	Friday
	Psalm 78:9-33

	Saturday
	Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-12

	Sunday
	Psalm 95


Study Materials
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http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=1014  
 http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=587  

Study Questions

Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-12

Using the attached comparison of the temptation accounts in Matthew and Luke, take note of all the differences in these two accounts.  Try to determine the argument of each of these two accounts, which would explain the differences.  In particular, determine how Matthew’s account of the temptation fits into his overall argument in Matthew thus far.

Psalm 91
This psalm is the one to which Satan refers as the pretext for his second temptation in Matthew (Matthew 4:6).  What is the theme or message of this psalm?  What kind of protection does it promise, and for whom?  In other words, according to this psalm, who are protected and from what?  How has Satan distorted, misinterpreted, or misapplied this psalm?  What does this psalm teach, when rightly interpreted and applied?

Food for thought:  Some folks love to say, “You can make the Bible say whatever you want.”  The inference is that since some people twist the Scriptures we cannot claim that the Bible teaches any sure and absolute truth.  What do we learn about how we should interpret and apply Scripture from Matthew 4:5-7?

Deuteronomy 6

Jesus twice quotes from Deuteronomy 6 in Matthew 4:1-11, once in the second temptation (4:7) and once in the third (4:10).  See if you can trace the argument of Deuteronomy 6, paragraph by paragraph.  Summarize the message of Deuteronomy 6.  How does our Lord see this chapter applying to Him?  How should this chapter apply to Christians today?

Exodus 17

Contained in this chapter (specifically verses 1-7) is the “testing” of God at Massah, as referred to in Matthew 5:7 and elsewhere.  What were Israel’s circumstances at the time they “tested” God (verse 1)?  How were these circumstances in which the Israelites found themselves similar to our Lord’s circumstances in the wilderness, where He was tested?  How should Israel have responded to their circumstances?  How did Jesus respond to His circumstances, as indicated in Matthew 4:1-4?  Just what did the Israelites do that was wrong?  Why was it wrong?

Psalm 78:9-33
In Psalm 78 Asaph writes about Israel’s relationship with God from the time of the exodus to the installation of David as Israel’s king.  How does Asaph characterize Israel?  How does Asaph characterize God?  Verses 17-20 really focus on Israel’s testing of God in the wilderness.  Just exactly how did the Israelites test God?  

Food for thought:  Why is it right for God to “test” Israel (Deuteronomy 8:2, 16), while it is wrong for Israel to “test” God (Deuteronomy 6:16; Psalm 78:18)?

Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-12

[Personal note:  To me, this second temptation is the most perplexing of the three.  In the first and third temptation there were at least some obvious (albeit dubious) “benefits” offered.  In the second temptation, it is more difficult to see what it is that Jesus would be tempted to gain.  Understanding this temptation is going to stretch us a bit.]

Where does the second temptation appear to take place?  How did Satan manage to get Jesus to Jerusalem and the pinnacle of the temple?  Why do you think Satan “staged” this temptation at the temple in Jerusalem, “the holy city”?  Why does Satan now quote Scripture?  What does Satan wish Jesus to think He will gain by jumping from the pinnacle of the temple?  Satan is surely seeking his own interests, so what is he hoping to gain if Jesus jumps?  (This is a very “off the charts” thought, so feel free to reject it.  According to Psalm 91 who will save Jesus if he jumps?  What happened to the angel in Daniel 10:10-13?)  Jesus responds by quoting from Deuteronomy 6:16 as recorded in Matthew 4:7.  How does our Lord’s response to Satan correct the error of his proposal?  What is the error?  How does this passage in Deuteronomy 6 (and its historical basis in Exodus 17:1-7) also indirectly address the first temptation to command stone to become bread?

Psalm 95
What is the emphasis of the first half of this psalm?  How does this emphasis change, and what is the thrust of the last half of this psalm?  How does the second half of the psalm relate to the first half?  The one key historical event that illustrates the point of this psalm is the “testing of God” at Massah and Meribah.  How does Psalm 95 provide us with a preventative for “testing God”?  How does this psalm teach us why “putting God to the test” is sinful and foolish?  What is the opposite of “putting God to the test

Matthew 4:1-11

1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After he fasted forty days and forty nights he was famished. 

3 The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, had him stand on the highest point of the temple, 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you’ and ‘with their hands they will lift you up, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “Once again it is written: ‘You are not to put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their grandeur. 9 And he said to him, “I will give you all these things if you fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written: ‘You are to worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and began ministering to his needs.

Luke 4:1-12

1 Then Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan River and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he endured temptations from the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when they were completed, he was famished. 

3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’” 

9 Then the devil brought him to Jerusalem, had him stand on the highest point of the temple, and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’ 11 and ‘with their hands they will lift you up, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You are not to put the Lord your God to the test.’”

5 Then the devil led him up a high place and showed him in a flash all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “To you I will grant this whole realm—and the glory that goes along with it, for it has been relinquished to me, and I can give it to anyone I wish. 7 So then, if you will worship me, all this will be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘You are to worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’” 
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