Studies in the Gospel of Matthew

Study Guide
Lesson 78 — The Parable of the Talents

April 24, 2005

Scripture Reading for Lesson 78:  

· Matthew 25:14-30

· Luke 19:12-28

Study Questions

Read all of Matthew 25.  

Compare Matthew 25:14-30 with Luke 19:12-28.

How does our text fit into the context in which our passage is found?  

Our text begins with the word “for”.  How do you explain this?

This is a parable, a story told that is “like” something spiritual.  Seek to identify the real counterparts to the following:

· The man going on a journey

· The journey

· The man’s return

· The slaves

· Each slave’s ability

· The talents

· The investments (how the talents are invested)

· The profits (what these are, and how they can be measured)

· The burial of the talent

· The rewards

Compare and contrast the first two slaves with the third slave.  In particular, compare the slaves’ perception of their master, and of their task.  

Why do you think the third slave deserved hell?

How does the third slave’s excuse for his conduct square with his master’s assessment?

What is the principle that is taught, and the lesson that is to be learned, as revealed in the final verses?

What is the unique message and contribution of this parable?

What applications do you see for our church and for yourself personally? 
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