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Scripture Readings for Lesson 38

Matthew 9:1-17

Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:18-26

Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17; Luke 5:27-32

Matthew 9:14-17; Mark 2:18-22; Luke 5:33-39

Resources

http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/95/010895.html
http://www.pbc.org/dp/stedman/mark/3304.html
http://www.pbc.org/dp/stedman/mark/3305.html
http://www.pbc.org/dp/zeisler/4569.html
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=1031 

http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=1032 
Study Questions

Matthew 9:1-17

Review the context, especially chapter 8 of Matthew’s Gospel, and then read through 9:1-17.  What things (terms, statements, circumstances) do you not understand?  Identify the three main paragraphs.  Try to give each paragraph a title.  Begin to think about the relationship between these paragraphs so that they develop an argument.

Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:18-26

Compare the three accounts, and note any significant differences or details.  How is Matthew’s account unique?  What is the relationship between the faith of the four and our Lord’s forgiveness of the man they brought (Matthew 9:2)?  What is the relationship between the physical healing of the paralytic and the forgiveness of his sins (this may take you back to 8:17)?  What “line” did Jesus cross here which caused the scribes to be upset?  What did Jesus prove with this miracle?  In Matthew’s Gospel, what new element to the Gospel story is introduced here?  How did the scribes’ interpretation of this event differ with that of the crowds who witnessed it (compare 9:3 with 9:8)?

Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17; Luke 5:27-32

What differences do you find between these three accounts, and what is the significance of each?  What is Matthew’s unique contribution here?  Why is this paragraph especially significant to the author?  What resulted from this “call”?  How did the Pharisees respond, and what was their objection?  What response did Jesus give?  What did Jesus mean when He said, “I want mercy and not sacrifice”?  How does this response get to the root of the issue between the Pharisees and Jesus?

Matthew 9:14-17; Mark 2:18-22; Luke 5:33-39

What differences do you find in these three accounts, and what is the significance or contribution of each?  What is Matthew’s unique contribution?  Who is asking the question here, and why would they do so?  What was our Lord’s answer in verse 15?  What did He mean by His answer?  Do you think those He answered understood it?  What was the Lord’s answer in verses 16 and 17?  How does this general principle (new wine is placed in new wineskins) apply to the situation at hand?  What is Jesus saying here that explains our Lord’s conduct here as well as throughout His earthly ministry?

Putting it all Together

In this passage, three groups (scribes, Pharisees, disciples of John) raise three objections (He forgives sins; He eats with sinners; His disciples don’t fast).  Why is the objection from each logical, given their point of view? 

What do these three paragraphs have in common?  What point is Matthew seeking to make by placing these three paragraphs (these three events) side by side?  How does the third paragraph (Matthew 9:14-17) serve to explain the differences our Lord has with the scribes (verses 1-8), the Pharisees (verses 9-13) and the disciples of John (14-17)?  Why should we be grateful that Jesus doesn’t conform to man’s expectations?
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