Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide
Lesson 13

Hungering and Thirsting after Righteousness!
Matthew 5:6
May 18, 2003
Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 13

	Monday
	Matthew 5:1-12 (v. 6)

	Tuesday
	Genesis 25:12-34, Numbers 11:1-35, Numbers 20:1-12 

	Wednesday
	Jeremiah 2:1-37 (v.13) Matthew 5:6

	Thursday
	Psalms 63:1-11, Matthew 5:6

	Friday
	Psalms 42:1-11, Matthew 5:6

	Saturday
	Philippians 3:1-21, Matthew 5:6

	Sunday
	John 6:22-71 (Preparation for Worship), 
Matthew 5:6


Study Materials

John Piper 

http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/86/021686.html 

http://www.desiringgod.org/library/sermons/86/012686.html 

Bob Deffinbaugh
http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=603 
Study Questions

Monday
Matthew 5:1-12 (especially verse 6)
How does Matthew 5:6 fit in with the verses before and after in the Sermon on the Mount?  What images does hungering and thirsting conjure up in your mind?  What does hungering and thirsting cause you to do?  Christ says that we should hunger and thirst after righteousness.  What does it mean to hunger and thirst after righteousness?  “Can you think of a time in your life that you were starving for righteousness?  What was occurring in your life when that took place?  When someone loses his appetite, what does that indicate about his physical condition?  What might a lack of hunger or thirst for righteousness indicate about your spiritual health?  Jesus might have said blessed are the righteous. Why didn’t He state the beatitude this way?”

Tuesday
Genesis 25:12-34, Numbers 11:1-35, Numbers 20:1-12

Hungering and thirsting are images and realities that occur all through the Bible.  Can you think of instances in the Bible where hungering and thirsting were evident?  Through the decision that Esau made, what was he hungry for?  Why was this a bad decision?  What were the children of Israel grumbling and or complaining about?  What should have been their attitude?  What should they have been hungering and thirsting after? 

Wednesday
Jeremiah 2:1-37
What things do our culture and society hunger and thirst after?  What is Jeremiah’s response toward worldly hunger and thirst?  What analogy does Jeremiah use to describe trying to find satisfaction in something other than Christ?  How does the picture of the broken cistern tie in with Matthew 5:6?  What broken cisterns in your life are you filling?  Are you being satisfied?
Thursday
Psalms 63:1-11

In light of Matthew 5:6, read, meditate and pray over this Psalm today.
Friday


Psalms 42:1-11

In light of Matthew 5:6, read, meditate and pray over this Psalm today.
Saturday
Philippians 3:1-21

What things in this chapter could be and are hindrances to hungering and thirsting after righteousness? How does Paul treat these things? How is Paul’s life an example of Matthew 5:6?  What did Paul hunger and thirst after?  What things did he give up in pursuit of this?  How did he feel about those things that he gave up?  
“Is it the greatest desire of our life?  Is it the deepest longing of our being?  Can I say quite honestly and truly that I desire above everything else in this world truly to know God and to be like the Lord Jesus Christ, to be rid of self in every shape and form and to live only, always and entirely to His glory and to his honor?”

Sunday
John 6:22-71 (Preparation for Worship)

Only in Jesus can we truly be satisfied. It is a true eternal satisfaction that comes by believing upon Him, the one who took all our sin upon Himself, paid the price, and imput His righteousness to us.  He is the bread of life.  If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.

· What does it mean to hunger and thirst after righteousness?

· Are you hungering and thirsting after righteousness?  How is this evident in your life?  If you have no spiritual appetite, you are sick with sin and need to confess that to your heavenly Father and begin the process of getting well or you are dead spiritually!  Where is your appetite?  What things in your life are you hungering and thirsting after?  I pray that all of us are hungering and thirsting after righteousness because that is where we will be filled!
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