Study Guide

The Dark Days of Israel’s Judges

Lesson 17
Israel’s Sodom and Gomorrah
Judges 19 – 21
December 13, 2009
Reading:  Genesis 19; Judges 19-21 
Study Questions

Why do you think the author chose the story which he tells in chapters 19-21 as his last word on the period of the judges?   
Do you think the author wanted his readers to make a connection to the account of God’s judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19?  What is the connection?  What is the point of Judges 19-21?

What significance is there to the fact that the man who cut up his concubine in chapter 19 was a Levite?  Note, too, that the “priest for hire” in chapters 17 and 18 was a Levite.
During the “Dark Days of Israel’s Judges,” how did men regard and treat women?  How is the downward trend emphasized in chapter 19?  How does this prepare the reader for the Book of Ruth?  Compare our Lord’s attitude toward and treatment of women in the gospels.
Why does the author include the gory account of the Levite cutting up the body of his dead concubine?  What do we learn about the spiritual state of the Levites from the way this Levite dealt with his concubine?

What do we learn about the spiritual state of the Benjamites from the way they responded to the wickedness that was exposed in Gibeah in chapter 20?
What do you make of the fact that in one of the closing chapters of Judges (20:18) the same question is asked that we find at the beginning of the book (1:1-2)?  What does the author expect us to conclude from this repetition?
How do you feel about the way the other Israelites went about preserving the tribe of Benjamin in chapter 21?
Why is it evident that Israel needs a godly king?  How will a godly king remedy the problems that we have seen in the Book of Judges, particularly those revealed in chapters 17-21?
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