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Lesson 16:  The Dark Days of Israel’s Judges


Study Guide

The Dark Days of Israel’s Judges

Lesson 16
The Danites’ Promised Land
Judges 17-18
December 6, 2009
Reading:  Judges 17-18 
Study Questions

Read through the entire account of Judges 17 and 18.  What are your initial impressions?

In his excellent commentary on Judges, Dale Ralph Davis quotes John Hercus as he writes about our text:

“In all my life so far (and that’s most of it) I have never heard a single reference from pulpit or song writer or study leader or anybody else at all – never one single tiny whispered sound – that related to the Micah of the Book of Judges.”
 

Would you agree with Hercus?  Why?  What is it about our text that people wish to avoid?

What changes do you note when moving from the previous accounts of various judges (3:7—16:31) to these last 5 chapters of Judges?

Read Deuteronomy 27:15.  Compare this curse with the “curse” of Micah’s mother in chapter 17.  What do you make of Micah’s “repentance” and his mother’s response (she uses the term “Yahweh” for God)?  What’s wrong with the picture drawn by the author in 17:1-6?
How does Micah feel about the fact that he has just hired a “personal priest?”  How should we feel about that?  Are there “priests for hire” today?

What are we to learn from the author’s two-fold reference to the fact that Israel at that time had no king (17:6; 18:1)?

In chapter 18, do you see any correlation between the Danites (who had no land and who sent out spies, and eventually occupied a portion of Israel) and the Israelites (who sent out their spies in the Book of Numbers, and once again in Joshua, resulting in the possession of Canaan)?  How would you compare (or contrast) Israel’s taking of the “Promised Land” with that of the Danites?  Put differently, how is Judges 18 a parody on Israel’s possession of the Promised Land?  How do Micah and his personal priest fit into the Danites finding their place to reside?
Why did the Danites lack a place of their own in the Promised Land (see1:34)?  What is wrong with the way the Danites found a place of their own?

Notice that Micah’s “personal priest” also uses the term “Yahweh” to refer to God (18:6).  What does this indicate?

How might the young Levite (priest for hire) justify his actions as “the leading of the Lord?”  How might Micah do the same?  How might the Danites do so? 
What is wrong with what we read in chapters 17 and 18?  What forms does this take in our day?
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