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Reading:  Judges 14 – 15 
Study Questions

What impact should Samson’s status as a Nazirite have had on his selection of a wife?  Why didn’t Samson think and act like a Nazirite?  Do you think Samson’s parents handled this situation correctly?  How do you explain the author’s statement in verse 4?  Put in different words, what is the relationship between Samson’s sin and God’s sovereignty?
How is the lion incident central to chapter 14?  Was Samson right to kill the lion?  Was he right to later eat the honey from this lion, and give some to his parents (without telling them where it came from)?  Was he right in making up the riddle?  Was he wrong in telling the answer to his riddle to his wife?  Was the woman’s father right to give his daughter (Samson’s wife) to another?
Do you think this was the best way for Samson to “go into the garment business?”  What is God accomplishing here, and is Samson seeking to further God’s purposes?  What should Samson have learned from this experience?   The Spirit of the Lord comes upon Samson three times in chapters 14-15 (14:6, 19; 15:14).  How do you explain the Spirit’s work in Samson?
How does chapter 15 logically flow from the events of chapter 14?  How does it relate to chapter 13?  What was Samson’s purpose for visiting his “wife” in 15:1?  Did Samson have legitimate cause to do what is described in verses 3-8?
Do you think that Samson’s fellow-Israelites were right to hand him over to the Philistines (15:9-13)?  Once again the Spirit descends upon Samson in verse 14.  What is the outcome?  Is this the “fruit of the Spirit” you would expect?  How do we explain it?
How is the “donkey’s jawbone” consistent with what we’ve seen earlier in Judges?  How do you explain the words Samson cried out to God in verse 18?  How do you explain God’s response in verse 19?  What is the impression you get when you read verse 20 of chapter 15?

What does God want us to learn from these two chapters in Judges? 
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