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Study Questions

Why do you think the author included such a brief record of the judges Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon (12:8-15)?  There is much here that is left unsaid (or unwritten).  What is written and how is it important to the argument of Judges?

What is unique about the story of Samson as a judge in Chapter 13 – things that we find here, but not elsewhere in Judges?  Why do you think the angel of the LORD appeared to Manoah’s wife first, and then to Manoah?  How is the offering of Manoah similar to Gideon’s offering in 6:17-24?  Why is there so much emphasis on Samson’s birth and childhood, including events that occurred before his birth?
How do you explain the fact that Samson’s insistence that his parents acquire a certain Philistine woman for him as his wife was “of the Lord” (14:4)?

What lessons might Christian singles learn from Samson about finding a husband or wife?

What does the incident of Samson and the lion teach us about Samson?
Why does the author go into such detail regarding Samson’s riddle?  What does it tell us about Samson? About the Philistines who are his “companions?”  About the woman Samson wants to marry?  How is this incident prophetic in regard to future events in the life of Samson?
What does Samson’s riddle achieve?  

What questions remain unanswered in your mind?  What principles or lessons does our text teach? 
 How might Judges 13 and 14 apply to you personally?  
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