Study Guide

The Dark Days of Israel’s Judges

Lesson 12
Jephthah: Words Matter
Judges 10:1 – 12:15
November 1, 2009
Reading:  Judges 10:1 – 12:15
Study Questions

Why do you think the author includes the “mini accounts” of Tola (10:1-2) and Jair (10:3-5) in chapter 10 and Ibzan (12:8-10), Elon (12:11-12), and Abdon (12:13-15) in chapter 12?  In what way(s) do these accounts contribute to the argument of the Book of Judges?
Jephthah is not even named until chapter 11.  Why does the author find it necessary to include so much background information (chapter 10) before introducing Jephthah in chapter 11?  What background information does the author give in chapter 10 and how does it set the stage for chapter 11?  How does Israel’s apostasy and God’s response compare to earlier instances of this in Judges?  What correspondences do you find between chapters 10 and 11 (hint: compare 10:6-16 with 11:1-11)?
What does the author tell us about Jephthah’s background?  Why is this information important in the story?  What was it that caused those who had formerly rejected Jephthah to now want him as their ruler?  
What is your impression of Jephthah’s relationship with God from our text?  What is your impression of Jephthah up to this point?

Where is Gilead?  What explanation or justification did the king of the Ammonites offer for attacking and oppressing Gilead?  
How does Jephthah justify Israel’s possession of the land east of the Jordan?  Do you think Jephthah’s response to the king of the Ammonites has any relevance to the question of the ownership of the land of Israel today?

What is the value or importance of rightly understood/accurate history?  What does this say about the common acceptance of “revisionist history” today?
How do you explain Jephthah’s vow in 11:30-31 in the light of the Spirit’s coming upon him in 11:29?  Was it wrong for him to make any vow?  What was wrong with this vow?  Do you think Jephthah assumed the possibility of a human sacrifice in his vow?  How does Jephthah’s response to his daughter’s appearance help you understand his vow?  What are the arguments for and against Jephthah’s offering his daughter as a human sacrifice?  Do you think Jephthah sacrificed his daughter?  Why or why not?  
Given the rest of the Book of Judges, would a human sacrifice be surprising?  What does Jephthah’s daughter’s response to her father’s vow tell you about her?  What should we learn about the making and keeping of vows?

What do we already know about the Ephraimites (see 8:1-3)?  Why were they protesting to Jephthah?  Were they justified?  Why were the Ephraimites more eager to fight with Jephthah than with the Ammonites?  What does the war between the Gileadites and the Ephraimites tell you about the spiritual state of Israel?

Why does the author bother to tell us about “Shibboleths” and “Sibboleths”?  Do words matter?   
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