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Reading:  Judges 5:1-31

Resources: Excellent article on women in the Book of Judges by Hampton Keathley IV:

http://bible.org/article/role-women-book-judges
Study Questions

Who wrote this song?  To whom is it addressed?  What is the tone of the song?

What is the relationship between chapter 5 and chapter 4?
Note that Judges 4 has 24 verses while chapter 5 has 31 verses.  Is this significant?  (Here is what I am getting at:  “Why is the song about the defeat of Sisera in chapter 5 longer than the historical account of it in chapter 4?”).
What role does each of these two chapters in Judges fill?  What is the difference in the rolls each of these chapters is to fill?

Can you think of other places in the Bible where a song is written which describes a historical event?  Name some.  What purpose did these songs fill?

What additional details or information do you encounter in chapter 5 that enlightens your understanding of chapter 4?  What were conditions like in Israel before God raised up Deborah and Barak?  What might we learn about the victory of Deborah and Barak?
Name the dominant themes found in chapter 5. What theological truth is contained in this song?  

In this song, there is praise and rebuke.  Who is praised and who is rebuked?
How does chapter 5 speak to those who would turn to chapter 4 to justify women leading men?

What can a song do better than a story?

So why is this song here, and what were the ancient Israelites to learn from it?  What are we to learn from it?
Copyright © 2009 by Robert L. Deffinbaugh.  This is the edited Study Guide of Lesson 6 in the series, The Dark Days of Israel’s Judges, prepared by Robert L. Deffinbaugh for September 20, 2009.  Anyone is at liberty to use this lesson for educational purposes only, with or without credit.

