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Reading:  Judges 4:1-24
Resources: Excellent article on women in the Book of Judges by Hampton Keathley IV:

http://bible.org/article/role-women-book-judges
Study Questions
As the story begins in verses 1-3, what is Israel’s plight?  
Why does the author speak first of Deborah (verses 4ff.), rather than of Barak? (Consult Hampton Keathley’s article, linked above.)  Exactly what was Deborah’s role in Israel at the time she is introduced to us in verses 4-5?
How was Deborah “judging” (4:4) Israel differently from the other prominent judges in this book?  Would you say that Barak was a judge?  What is the basis for your answer?
Check a map to see why it was wise to team up Naphtali and Zebulun to do battle at Mt. Tabor?  Does this teaming up at God’s instruction in verse 6 help us to determine whether Judah’s decision to include Simeon (1:3) was good or bad?
On the basis of verses 11 and 17, what was the relationship between Heber and the king of Hazor?  How was this providentially used by God to achieve His purposes?
God told Barak that He would somehow draw out Sisera to him, with all of his chariots and troops (4:7).  As the story develops in our text, how did this come to pass?  From verse 15, how much good did Sisera’s “iron chariot” do him?  What lesson should this teach the Israelites (see 1:19)?
What was it that gave Barak and his army the upper hand when they did battle with Sisera and his men?  What means can you think of, based upon God’s promises, and upon previous or subsequent revelation?

How does God deal with Sisera, and what lessons should be learned from this?  What were the “weapons” used to destroy Sisera?  What is there to learn from this?
Some would point to Deborah and Barak in an effort to justify women assuming leadership roles (over men) in the church.  Do think that our text teaches this or validates such claims?  Please explain, and be sure to include biblical references in your answer.
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