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Reading:  Judges 3:5-31
Study Questions

Are you surprised to find a story like this in the Bible?  Why, or why not?  What response do you think the author (Author) intended the reader to have after reading this account?
In verse 12, the author tells us that the sons of Israel “again did evil in the sight of the Lord.”  What is the significance of the word “again?”  On the basis of what we have read before, what would you expect this “evil” to be?  Why does the author twice define “evil” as being evil in the sight of the Lord?

How was Ehud uniquely and divinely equipped for the task ahead (verse 15)?  How did Ehud equip himself for the task ahead (verse 16)?
The account of the killing of Eglon, king of Moab, is both graphic and gory.  Why was it necessary for the author to go into such ugly detail?  How has reading this account of Eglon’s death affected you?  
The author also gives us a detailed account of Ehud’s escape?  Why is this profitable to the reader?  What does it tell us – what is the point?
Twice (3:19, 26) the author mentions the “idols” which were at Gilgal (verse 19).  Why do you think he did so?  What do we know about Gilgal?  Is this detail pointless or is it meant to convey a point we are expected to see?
In what ways did God use Ehud to lead the people to victory over the Moabites?

Why do you think so much time was spent describing the actions of Ehud, while so little is devoted to Shamgar in verse 31?  Why even bother to mention Shamgar?  Who are the enemies of Israel in verse 31, and where are they located in comparison with the Moabites?

Having read this account, what is our author doing by including it?
Who are the first readers of this account?  What are the lessons that God had for them?  What are the lessons which God has for us from this text?  What unanswered questions do you hope will be answered in the message that will be preached?
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