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A Study of the Book of Judges

Study Guide
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Say it Again, Sam(uel)
:  A Second Introduction to Judges
Judges 2:6—3:4
August 30, 2009

Reading:  Judges 2:6—3:11
Study Questions

How does our text flow easily from the conclusion of the Book of Joshua?  Put differently, how could the Book of Judges just as easily begin at chapter 2, verse 6?  Why do you think the author employed two different introductions (1:1—2:5 and 2:6—3:11
) to this book?  
In Judges 2:6—3:11, how does the author explain the difference between the Israelites’ victory in the Book of Joshua and their defeat at the hands of their foes in the Book of Judges?  How does this explanation compare with that found in the first introduction (1:1—2:5)?  How does this explanation in 2:6—3:11 compare with the warnings and exhortations of Deuteronomy?
Thinking back to the first introduction, what was Israel’s sin of omission (1:1-36) that resulted in divine rebuke (2:1-5)?  In our text, what seems to be yet another sin of omission on Israel’s part (see 2:10)?
What was it about the Canaanite religion that the Israelites found so attractive?  

Comparing the explanation for the Israelites’ failure to drive out the Canaanites in chapter 1, what was the ultimate reason for Israel’s failure and defeat according to chapter 2?  What form did God’s grace take according to chapter 2?  How did the Israelites respond to God’s grace?  What divine purpose did the Canaanites fulfill according to chapter 2 and the early part of chapter 3?  How was divine discipline also a manifestation of God’s grace (see 3:1-4)?  How can “warfare,” opposition, and adversity be profitable to the people of God?  How did the Israelites respond to the Canaanites (3:5-7), and what was the result (3:8-9).
Why does Othniel, the son of Caleb, appear once again (see 1:11-15) in the Book of Judges (not to overlook his appearance in Joshua 15:15-19)?  What do we learn here in 3:9-11 that we have not been told before in Judges?
What are the lessons to be learned from our text?  Are there ways in which we cannot literally apply our text today?  In what ways can we apply our text today?
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� Samuel (“Sam”) is considered likely to be the author of Judges.  


� Technically it may be more accurate to view the second introduction as 2:6—3:4.





