Study Guide
Hope and Change, God’s Way
Lesson 5

The Hope of Heaven:
The Tabernacle, A Taste of Heaven

Exodus 25:40; 32-35; Hebrews 8 – 10

May 2, 2010

Scripture reading: 
Hebrews 8-10; 11:13-16


Genesis 4:4; 5:24; 12:1-3; 28:10-22
Exodus 33-34




Deuteronomy 4:1-14, 32-38


2 Samuel 7:23-24



Psalm 73






Isaiah 64-66

Study Questions
There is an important reason for starting with Hebrews 8-10.  In Hebrews 8:5, we are told that the Old Testament priests served “a copy and shadow of the heavenly things.”  Once again in 9:23, the author speaks of the Old Testament tabernacle and sacrificial system as “copies of things in the heavens.”  What are the implications of this relationship of the Old Testament Law with its tabernacle, priesthood, and sacrificial system being related to something in heaven?
After the fall of man and his expulsion from the Garden of Eden, how were men able to enter into God’s presence?  In what ways did God provide for sinful men to enjoy His presence?  How was this inferior to the Paradise available to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden before the fall?  How was this inferior to the heaven yet to come?

Comparing Israel’s nearness to God under the Old Covenant with Paradise Lost (Eden) or with the heaven to come, it doesn’t look that good.  Why, then, can God say what He does in Deuteronomy 4 (especially verses 7-8, 32-40)?  How was God’s provision for men to draw near to Him a wonderful blessing?
How did the Abrahamic, Mosaic, and Davidic covenants relate to heaven?
We know from Hebrews 11:13-16 that Old Testament saints had the hope of heaven.  What was the basis for the Old Testament saints’ hope of heaven?  What did it look like to them?
How does focusing on the heavenly hope of the Old Testament saints profitable for us today?
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