Study Guide
Hope and Change, God’s Way
Lesson 1

Hope from the Old Testament

Romans 15:1-13
February 28, 2010

Scripture reading:  Romans 15:1-13; Hebrews 11:13-17
References to “hope” in the Old Testament:

Ruth 1:12



Ecclesiastes 9:4; 
1 Chronicles 29:15 


Ezekiel 13:6; 19:5; 37:11  

Ezra 10:2 



Hosea 2:15

Esther 9:1



Zechariah 9:12 
Job 4:6; 5:16; 6:19; 7:6; 8:13; 11:18, 20; 13:15; 14:7, 19; 17:15; 19:10; 27:8
Psalm 9:18; 31:24; 33:17-18, 22; 38:15; 39:7; 42:5, 11; 43:5; 62:5, 10; 71:5, 14; 119:49, 116, 166; 130:5, 7; 131:3; 146:5 
Proverbs 10:28; 11:7; 13:12; 19:18; 23:18; 24:14; 26:12; 29:20 
Isaiah 20:5-6; 38:18; 49:23; 57:10; 59:9, 11 
Jeremiah 2:25; 14:8, 22; 17:13; 18:12; 29:11; 31:17; 50:7 
Lamentations 3:18, 21, 24, 29  

Study Questions
In Proverbs 13:12, note the author’s parallelism linking “hope” and “desire.”  What is the relationship between “hope” and “desire,” and how does this help us to define hope?  How would you define hope?
Why is hope often associated with faith and love in the Bible (Romans 5:1-5; 1 Corinthians 13:13; Galatians 5:5-6; Ephesians 1:12-18; 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 5:8; 1 Timothy 1:1-5; 4:10-11; 1 Peter 1:3-9, 13, 20-23)? 
How would you distinguish hope from faith and love?

What is the nature of the relationship between faith, hope, and love?

Why is love greater than hope (1 Corinthians 13:13)?

How important is hope?  What would life be like without hope? What is the basis for hope?  What are the fruits or manifestations of hope?  What are the fruits or manifestations of a lack of hope?

Why do you think the word “hope” does not occur until Ruth 1:12 in the Old Testament?  Does this imply that “hope” was not a significant factor with the patriarchs like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?
In what ways did the Old Testament saints manifest hope (see Hebrews 11:13-17)?  How did God instill hope in the Old Testament?

How do the Old Testament Scriptures inspire hope in New Testament Christians (Romans 15:4)?
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