Tragedy or Comedy
Do you remember reading Shakespeare’s plays? In his day all plays were either tragedies, where the end was tragic, or comedies, where it ended well. When I first read some of his plays I was confused because the comedies didn’t seem particularly funny. Then, I learned that at that time the word comedy just identified how the play ended rather than whether there were laughs involved. 
The plot in the story of Jesus as told by Luke appears to be headed toward a tragic ending. But suddenly the plot twists, and the tragedy turns into a comedy, in the Shakespearean sense! 

As Luke 22 opens, the stage is set and the players in place for the final act in God’s plan. All has been set into motion and will occur as He foretold.

The protagonist is of course, Jesus, whom we have identified as the promised Messiah. From the first chapter of Luke we have seen God fulfilling His centuries-old prophecies concerning Messiah, or the Anointed One. The first week we were together we looked at Gen. 3:15. Here, just after the first sin entered God’s perfect creation, God promised one to come who would destroy Satan but also be wounded by him.

We looked also at the promises made to David that his kingdom would last forever as his descendant would come and rule Israel.

Finally, the central figure in God’s plan arrived, and the Jews expected Him to be the Ruler and Deliverer from the Roman oppression. 

After all, hadn’t God predicted that? Let’s look at a few prophecies.

Micah 5:2—He would be King and be born in Bethlehem
Zech. 9:9-10—The King would come on a donkey, and we read of that event last week. They expected the victories of v. 10.

Is. 9:6-7—He would rule the kingdom with justice and fairness


(We also see that He is God—the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, but it took the resurrection for even the disciples to grasp this.)
The people expected a glorious King because this is what God promised. But over and over Jesus surprised even those closest to Him, the twelve and His own family. He was not what they expected. They had somehow missed the Old Testament predictions of His suffering and death. Because He knew they did not expect it, He continued to warn them of coming events.


Lk. 9:22; 9:43b-45; 13:31-33; 18:31-34

If they had understood the OT prophecies correctly, these statements would not have been a surprise because the Messiah was predicted to suffer and die. In fact, 700 years before Jesus was even born, Isaiah predicted His death for us. 

Is. 53:3-12 

No story is complete without an antagonist. Not only was the protagonist in place but the antagonists were also there.
The Jewish leaders had opposed Jesus from the start of His ministry. We have seen their opposition grow more and more intense throughout the book. Over and over they criticized His healing on the Sabbath; yet, He just kept doing it. Jesus attacked their hypocrisy and their selfishness. We saw their anger eventually grow into rage, motivating their assassination plot.

Luke 6:11—this means insane or mindless fury 
Luke 11:53-54—plotting against Him meant they were lying in ambush against Him. The word “catch” was often used in hunting. 
Luke 19:47-48; 20:19-20.


Luke 22:1-6
The Jewish leaders were not the only antagonists in the story. Judas, one of the Twelve, was the betrayer, and behind the whole thing was Satan, secretly moving to bring Jesus to His death.
The players were all in place. The hero and the antagonists were ready. God had placed them there in the perfect setting, the exact time and place for God to fulfill His plan.
It was the right place because Jesus had to die in Jerusalem as we already read in Luke 13:33.
It was the right time because it was the Passover.


Luke 22:7-8

The Passover celebrated God’s deliverance of the Jews from slavery in Egypt. It was a remembrance of the night when God sent an angel who killed the first-born of every home in Egypt. The only families that were spared were those who obeyed God by killing a lamb and putting its blood on the doorposts and lintels of their homes. When the angel saw the blood on a door, He passed over that home and those inside were spared the judgment of death. Hence, the name Passover.
This was God’s perfect time for Jesus to die because He came as God’s Lamb, just as John the Baptist announced.
John 1:29, 36.

The Lamb of God had to die on Passover. Dr. Harold Hoehner, of DTS, sets the date of Jesus’ crucifixion as most likely Friday, April 3, A.D. 33. Just as those who applied the lamb’s blood to their doors were spared death, so those who apply Jesus’ blood to their hearts are spared the judgment, which all people are under because of their sins. 
The setting was all in God’s plan, and the players were all in place for the central event in all of history, the passion of Jesus. 
As Jesus and His disciples ate their Passover meal, He explained what was about to occur. 


Luke 22:14-24

The Passover Seder, as the Jewish traditional meal is called, includes the blessing, eating unleavened bread, or Matzo, and drinking a cup of blessing. When Jesus reached that part of the ritual celebration, He extended the picture of Passover to His own death for us. The unleavened bread symbolized His sinless body and the wine His blood. 

After the meal was complete, all that was left before events unfolded was spiritual preparation. Although Jesus was God Himself, He never failed to prepare for what He was facing. So they went to the Garden of Gethsemane on the Mount of Olives for prayer. 


Luke 22:39-46.

Why did Jesus pray with such agony and desire to avoid the suffering? Yes, He was facing a terrible physical ordeal. But worse than the physical suffering was the spiritual one. Jesus was pure, holy, and sinless and about to bear upon Himself all the sins of the human race. This was not a small task. Only God could do it. 


2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 2:21-25. 

Jesus bore our sins in His body on the cross as our sacrifice. He, the sinless, holy, and perfect God felt the ugliness, sickness, and weight of the worst sins imaginable—as well as the sins that you and I wink at. He had to suffer and die that we might live. 
He was able to do so because He was perfect and without sin Himself. Luke related how Jesus was innocent of the charges against Him. Luke recorded the statements of impartial, unbiased witnesses who declared Jesus’ innocence. 

After Jesus was arrested in the Garden, He faced a series of trials. The Jews eventually sent Him to Pilate, the Roman prefect in charge of collecting taxes and keeping the peace. He had bias for or against Jesus and declared Jesus’ innocence. 

Luke 23:4

At this point Pilate sent Jesus to Herod and then Herod sent Him back.

Luke 23: 13-15

Not only was Pilate a witness to Jesus’ innocence but Herod was also. Then, after more interrogation, Pilate claimed Jesus’ innocence a third time.
Luke 23: 20-22

As Jesus died on the cross, one of the two criminals who were executed with Him said that He was innocent.


Luke 23:39-43.

The final witness that Luke recorded was a centurion who was present at the crucifixion. 


Luke 23:47

And so the final passion of Jesus on the cross occurred.
Read Luke 23:44-46.
But thankfully, that was not the end of the story for suddenly events turned the apparent tragedy into a comedy. Three days later Jesus rose from the dead. 

Luke 24:1-7
How significant is the resurrection?

1 Cor. 15:17, 20-24.

Paul explains the significance of the resurrection. It proves that our sins are forgiven and that we’ll also be resurrected someday. If the resurrection is not true, neither are we forgiven. The truth of Jesus stands or falls on this event. 
Just as God gave us witnesses of Jesus’ innocence, He gave us witnesses to His resurrection:

The first witnesses were the women; as we have seen they went to the grave first. 


Luke 24:8-12

Then, there were the two men on the road to Emmaus.


Luke 24:13-16

Eventually Jesus stopped with them and they sat down to dinner.

Luke 24:30-35

The witness was Simon Peter, as we just read.

Then, Jesus appeared again.
Luke 24:36-48. 
The final witnesses that Luke used to verify the truth of the resurrection were the eleven disciples and others who were with them.

Luke ended his gospel with a charge to the witnesses.


Luke 24:46-53.

Repentance for forgiveness of sins has roots in the Old Testament call to repent. Jesus calls all people to change direction and come home to Him, believing He alone forgives of sins, that He alone is the way to the Father, and that He alone gives eternal life. 

Have you trusted Him alone as the one who forgives you completely and restores you to God? Have you realized that you can do nothing to commend yourself to God and to get to heaven? Do you believe that Jesus is God in the flesh who died and was raised the third day? Believe in Him today and turn to Him. He will welcome you home with open arms. 
We celebrate that homecoming and remember His death for us when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, just as He asked us to do. On your table is a matzo, a piece of unleavened bread, which pictures Jesus’ sinlessness. I will ask the leader to take it, break it, and pass it around. If you are a follower of Jesus, if you have come home to Him in faith, break off a piece as well. If you are still a seeker of truth and have not yet come home to Him, just let it pass. 


Luke 22:19

There are cups in the center of the table with the fruit of the vine. Take one. 


Luke 22:20
The Bible says that they then sang a hymn and went out. 
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