All in the Same Boat

Clip from the movie The Perfect Storm
This movie, The Perfect Storm, is based upon a true story of veteran fishermen who are overcome by the strength of the storm they encounter on the ocean. Hopefully, it helps us understand how scary such a situation can be, even for those who make their living on the ocean.

Our lesson today involves a storm that threatens the lives of Jesus and His disciples. Although we are separated by these events by 2000 years, we are in the same boat with the original disciples because we too face trials and issues of faith. Let’s look at the story in Luke 8. 
Read Luke 8:22-25.

We have talked about the fact that the miracles were physical illustrations of spiritual truths. When Jesus performed any miracle, He was teaching a truth about life. This event is no different. What can we learn from what happened that day on the Sea of Galilee?

The disciples were great examples from which to learn because they got it wrong so often. Jesus was in the business of training these twelve to take over His ministry when He left the earth. The principles that they needed to learn are the ones we also must know in order to continue Jesus’ ministry today. 

The first verse tells us that it was Jesus who sent the disciples into the storm. This was no accident. Jesus was not surprised by this sudden storm, as the disciples were. He knew exactly what was ahead and wanted to use it to teach these men some needed lessons. In this case, He actually sent them directly into the storm to test their faith. They were merely following His orders to go to the other side of the Sea.

This was a literal storm that threatened their lives. We, too, face storms. They can be literal storms. Our North Texas weather often presents tornadoes which could threaten our very lives. We can also apply the picture of a storm to other trials, those that come from beyond our control. 

Sometimes we encounter storms like this one when God sends us straight into them. We encounter trials because we are where God sent us. However, there are other times when we face a storm because it is the only way through life. It is simply the kind of trial that all people encounter by living.

There may be many reasons in the mind of God for placing us in the storms of life. He does not necessarily tell us why we encounter trials. Sometimes storms come simply because this world is an imperfect place because of sin, where people create problems and all of us eventually die. As Christians we are not immune from hardships and death. Evil does abound in this world, and for that reason we can be glad that this is not our permanent home but that we are simply passing through. 

Whether we are sent into the storm by God’s direction or we find ourselves in a different kind of storm, we know that God is sovereign, meaning He reigns over all. He knew we would face the storm, and we are there under His permission. What was true of the disciples is true of us: we are all--
· Sovereignly in the storm (8:22)
A terrible storm hit my friend Kerry this Sunday morning—a storm that she did not expect, but one that God knew would occur before she was ever born. Her husband Rusty, also my friend, woke up with some pains in his chest about 5 a.m. As he drove himself and Kerry to the hospital for the doctors to check it out, he apparently either died at the wheel and caused a wreck. Kerry is now in the hospital recovering in the critical care unit, and dealing with the grief of her husband’s sudden death. 

Death is part of living in this world. Forrest Gump’s mother told him that dying is simply part of living. We cannot escape it. Everyone we know and love will die. That storm will hit us all, probably a number of times in our lives. Sometimes a long illness prepares us but sometimes it is a sudden occurrence. When the storm hits, it threatens to destroy us, just as this storm did the disciples.  
Let’s look at their reaction again. 
· Facing the storm with fear (8:23-25)
This was a sudden and violent storm, not unusual in the Sea of Galilee. The water there is 680’ below sea level, and steep hills surround it. The highest are on the eastern coast where Jesus and the disciples were headed. When cool air comes over the hills and hits warm air trapped over the water, violent and sudden storms are likely to erupt. 

Matthew describes the boat as shaking, and Luke says the storm was a whirlwind. Their lives were at great risk because they were being swamped by the water. 

Now remember who these disciples were. Four of the twelve were professional fishermen who fished in these same waters every day. They would not have easily panicked. Their lives were truly at risk. 

Now where was Jesus during this crisis? He was right there with them the entire time, sleeping. He slept right through the storm and the physical shaking of the boat. He was not concerned when they woke Him, but He simply took care of the situation. 

Immediately He woke up and spoke to the water and the wind, and they died down. 

Now I have to say that at this point of the story I expected Jesus to say how great it was that they woke Him and trusted Him to take care of them. They did the right thing by turning to Him instead of just continuing to deal with it themselves. Isn’t that what we are supposed to do when difficulties strike us? Shouldn’t we all turn to God to sustain us? 

But that is not what happened. Sometimes the Scriptures just hit me with the unexpected. Jesus said the unexpected here. 

Read Luke 8:25.

Jesus jumped on the disciples for not having faith in the situation. What they did revealed a lack of faith, not an act of faith. 

I had to really think through this as to why this was lack of faith. I read the views of several commentators, but I didn’t read anything that made me say—sure, that’s it! Clearly from the disciples’ response here, they still did not know that Jesus was God Himself. They were wondering who He was afterward. So I don’t think that Jesus meant that they should have believed He would calm the storm. I don’t think they woke Him expecting Him to do that. They had no clue He would be able to do it. That is why I thought they showed faith, because they turned to Him to still the storm, but that wasn’t it. I guess they just wanted Him to help them with the boat or bailing out the water. Who knows, exactly? We do know they didn’t realize He would end the storm. 

So how was this lack of faith? I think in their panic they forgot God’s care and power. They forgot that God rules over all things in His sovereignty. Even in the midst of the storm they could trust Him, one way or the other. He could protect them or not, but they were in His hands. We, too, are in the same boat with them, as we forget God’s power and care when we encounter the storms.
· Forgetting God’s power and care (8:25)
That happens to us so often because we see the situation and believe that we can’t make it through the storm. We forget that God is there caring for us and trustworthy, whatever happens. He will see us through it one way or the other. 

Contrast the reactions of Jesus and the disciples. Jesus slept through it. He totally trusted God in the midst of the storm and was able to rest in His sovereign power. The disciples, on the other hand, were petrified. They didn’t trust that God was with them and able to care for them. 

I was in the emergency room Sunday with a number of my friends. Kerry was lying there in lots of physical pain and also hurting from the loss of her husband. At one point her twenty-seven year-old son Tim leaned over and said to her, “We’ll make it through this.” And I know Tim. He is trusting that God will get them through it, whatever the outcome means. 
I thought about my father’s death. He died of cancer after fighting it for several months. I had to trust in God’s promises at that point. That is all that I had. I had to believe that He would bring us through the storm based upon His word. What were some of those promises that I clung to during that storm that hit me?
God promises that He will not give us more than we can bear, with His help. 
1 Corinthians 10:13

He promises that He will work through our weaknesses and give us the grace to make it through the storm. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

He promises that the storm cannot separate us from Him. He is there and He loves us and cares for us.  
Romans 8:38-39
We are all in the same boat with these disciples. We all tend to forget God’s care and power when we face the storm. We tend to panic, wondering how we will possibly make it through. We look at our own impotence and realize that we have no control over the storm and its effects. It’s hard at that time to trust that God can and will bring us through it, though perhaps not in the way we desire. And maybe that is part of the reason we don’t have the faith we should have. We want it to turn out as this story did. The storm was over and all was calm again. But sometimes the storm is of such force that the after-effects do not bring everything back to the way it was before. My friend Kerry will recover from her physical injuries but she will never have her husband back. Her life will never be the same again. 
Sometimes God leads us into the storm, like He did the disciples here, and once it is over, it is over. But there should be changes in us because of the experience. This storm didn’t change the disciples’ lives or situations, but it did change their outlook. It increased their faith. 

How does God increase our faith? He shows us His power. He shows us who He is. He reveals His greatness to us so that we know that we can trust Him in any situation. 

It is not up to us to manufacture faith. It doesn’t take much faith once we realize how great our God is. There is a book called Your God is Too Small. I actually think the title is the best part of the book. When we see God for how great He is, our faith grows because we know how capable God is. If your faith is too weak, you must focus on how great God is, how he works on your behalf, and how amazing and great His love for you is. 

This storm was the first of 4 miracles that Jesus performed one after the other, which are recorded for us by Luke. All of them were designed to reveal the greatness of Jesus, the one with authority over all things. They showed that Jesus rules over anything that can come into our lives as a storm. So we want to see that we grow in faith as we follow Jesus because we begin to realize how great He is and that He does rule over anything. The first miracle of the stilling of the storm revealed that He rules over nature.
· Growing in faith following the One who rules over
Nature
The disciples were shocked at Jesus’ ability to still the storm because they knew that God alone has that authority. 

Read Psalm 104:3; 135:6-7; 107:23-30. 
All of these verses indicate that God rules over nature. He has the authority to command the waves and the storms. When Jesus did so, He was proving authority equal with God’s. 

The second miracle occurred when they landed on the other side of the Sea. 

Read Luke 8:26-39.

Jesus’ ability to command the demons proved His authority over evil. 

This entire miracle is interesting. The situation of this man showed the extent of the effects of evil in not only his life, but in many lives. He lived naked and alone in the graveyard. No one wants to live in a place where there were dead and decaying people. This story shows us how destructive evil is if left unchecked. In fact, the very destruction of the pigs shows how destructive evil can be. 

Jesus protects us from the power of evil as well. We should never fear it.

Look at 1 John 4:1, 4.

He who is in us is the Holy Spirit and He has greater power than the power of evil, whether that is Satan or his demons. We should not fear them but trust in God instead because He rules over the evil one. 

The third miracle occurred as Jesus attempted to help another person. 

Read Luke 8:40-48.

This miracle showed that Jesus rules over 
· Disease (8:42b-48)

The way these miracles are presented back to back to both the disciples and to us indicates that Jesus was making a point. He was trying to teach the disciples something. They needed to see that there was nothing that escaped Jesus’ authority. There is nothing we have to fear from any storm because Jesus controls the situation. 

Finally, Jesus did continue the journey to the home of the synagogue ruler. 

Read Luke 8:49-55. 

Jesus’ authority did not end at disease but extended beyond the grave to death. He could call a person back from death. 
· Death (8:40-42a, 49-56) 
When Jesus resurrected Lazarus, He explained His power. 

Read John 11:25-26.
If we realize the greatness of Jesus’ authority and power, we will have enough faith when the storms hit us suddenly. As we see Him work through the situations we face, we grow in faith because we see His greatness, not because we manage to have enough faith. 

We are in the same boat with the disciples. There will be times when unexpected and sudden storms hit us. They may be so strong that we don’t think we can make it, and we fear. We doubt God’s love and care and power. But rather than doubt, God wants us to be ready for the storms. He wants us to look at Jesus’ power and authority now so that we trust Him when the storm hits. He wants us to have more faith than the disciples did. We have the advantage of knowing that Jesus is God, of knowing that He proved His identity and love for us when He died and rose again. We need to always go back to that experience when we begin to doubt in the midst of storms. 

In January I went on the first of my monthly one day silent retreats that I mentioned a few weeks ago. As I spent that time with God, I felt that He was showing me that my faith is weak and needs to grow. As I thought about that, I remembered this story of the storm. 
I wrote this in my journal that day:

“I am like the disciples whose fears surfaced when the storm threatened to sink their boat. I seem to have great faith only because it’s not being tested much right now. When it is, the truth of the depth of my faith is revealed. I cry out in desperation rather than faith. They didn’t really expect Jesus to fix it. They were shocked when He did. I know that describes me. I want to be in the place of quiet rest and rust, to be home. How do I get there?” 

I found the answer in Hebrews 12:1-2.
Faith grows not from trying to get more faith but from fixing my eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfecter of my faith. As I look at Him, I will not be fearful but I will have faith because of his greatness and not mine. 
Fear and doubt in the midst of the storm reveal that I have turned my eyes from being fixed on Jesus to the effects of the storm. Though we are all in the same boat, facing storms in God’s sovereignty, we can respond as Jesus and trust that our great God who rules over all things cares for us and will go with us through the storm, whatever effects it brings.  
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