Called on Mission

Clip from movie Apollo 13
The movie Apollo 13 tells the true story of three astronauts and their mission to the moon. In order to fulfill their purpose, they had to leave behind not only family but also their home, the earth.

Today we will see in Luke that Jesus and His disciples also had missions to fulfill, which required leaving some things behind. We, too, as followers of Christ in this present day, are called on mission by God. Each of us has a unique mission to accomplish, but to do so requires a cost.

We will consider the content of mission, the cost of mission, and the clarity of mission.

Last week the story ended with Jesus’ victory over the devil in the wilderness. 

4:14 begins a new section of Luke’s gospel, which highlights Jesus’ Galilean ministry. Luke skipped the time of Jesus’ early ministry in Judea, which is covered by John only. Luke picks up the story when Jesus moved His headquarters to Galilee. Dr. Hoehner places this about a year and a half after Jesus’ baptism and temptation. 

Luke summarized this Galilean ministry in 4:14-15.

Read 4:14-15.

Then, Luke gave the reader an example of such teaching in the synagogues. For those of you unfamiliar with synagogues, they are places of Jewish prayer and worship. Their origin is not totally clear. They probably began during the inter-testament period, or as we have called it, the 400 years of silence, between the end of the Old Testament with Malachi’s prophecy and the start of the New Testament. Ten men were necessary to have a synagogue service, which included specific prayers, a reading from Torah, the books of Moses, and also a reading from the books of the prophets, followed by some teaching.

Read 4:16-21.

Jesus used Old Testament prophecy to relate the content of His mission. He stated that He was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s words that He read to those in that synagogue. He claimed to be God’s messenger, directed by God to preach to the poor (v 18). We can understand Jesus’ mission on two levels: a physical level and a spiritual one. Jesus said a lot about the poor in reference to the pious poor, those who are not just socio-economically disadvantaged but those who are spiritually poor. Many times Jesus made clear that the economically poor are more receptive to His message, but Jesus had good news for anyone who recognized herself as poor before God spiritually.  To be spiritually poor means that we realize that we have nothing to offer God. We are destitute or bankrupt before Him and can only beg for His favor.
Jesus’ mission also involved the proclamation of release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind. All of us are in captivity to sin and the devil until we are freed by the redemption that Jesus brings. Not only were people healed from physical blindness and other diseases by Jesus, but there was also healing from spiritual blindness and disease. 

Verse 18 says that He was sent by God to set free those in bondage. Just like the rest of His mission, this element involved the spiritual arena. By His death, He ultimately fulfilled this, setting us free from slavery to sin and the bondage of eternal punishment.

Jesus was also sent to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. This referred to the year of Jubilee, required under the Old Testament Law. Every 50 years they celebrated this by canceling all debts and freeing their slaves. 

 Jesus was on a mission for God and He stated different aspects of His mission in different parts of Luke. Here He emphasized that His mission involved fulfilling of God’s Old Testament promises. He was God’s messenger of good news of release and freedom. He was the One who actually set free the oppressed.
Read 4:22-30.

Jesus emphasized to those in His hometown of Nazareth that His mission was for those who would accept it, and He suggested that it would be outsiders who would receive it. The examples He gave from Elijah and Elisha’s ministries involved situations where they cared for those outside of the covenant community of Israel, in other words the gentiles. He was telling these people from Nazareth that if they did not accept Him, He would go to outsiders. Because they did not like that message, they tried to throw Him off the cliff, but miraculously He walked through their midst and left them behind.

As we consider the content of Jesus’ mission, we can see Him fulfilling it as we study the gospels.  I am sure that you noticed in your homework how He released the demon-possessed from their captivity and how He healed many who came to Him, including Peter’s mother-in-law, a leper, and a man with a withered hand. Perhaps the greatest example of His fulfilling His mission on two levels in this part of Luke is the story of the paralytic, who was brought to Jesus on a stretcher by his friends. Jesus announced the man’s release from spiritual bondage to sin by forgiving him. Then, he also healed him and released him from bondage to physical infirmity.

Jesus’ miracles always point to a deeper spiritual truth. When someone demon-possessed was freed from that possession, it pictured the power of Jesus over spiritual forces of evil and the freedom that He brings to us from their power. When He healed from physical illness, it pictured His ability to heal from spiritual disease as well. 

Not only did Jesus set about fulfilling His own mission, but He called others to be on mission with Him also. The first of these mentioned is Peter. 

Read Luke 5:1-11.

Notice that it was Peter’s recognition of his own spiritual poverty in the face of such power that prepared him to be sent on mission. The content of Peter’s mission as revealed at this point was to fish for men. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the book of Acts records Peter doing exactly that. 

Jesus called a number of men to follow Him on mission. Luke not only records the mission of Peter but also that of Levi, or Matthew and we more generally know him.

Read Luke 5:27-28. 

Jesus identified the content of Levi’s mission as following Him. He didn’t specify exactly where that would lead at this point. Initially all that Matthew knew was that he was to follow Jesus, wherever He led him. We know that eventually led him to write an account of Jesus’ ministry which we have preserved in the gospel of Matthew. Usually missions become clearer and more focused in time. 
You also have a mission on which you have been called. We all share in the general mission of the church, but we each have a specific part of that mission that is uniquely ours. On all of the Apollo missions, they shared the same general purpose, of going to the moon, but each astronaut had a specific role in getting them there. Yes, we all follow Jesus, but He does give us more specific direction as we walk through our Christian lives following Him. God has uniquely gifted you as part of the body of Christ. You have been called to serve your church with those gifts. Also, your experiences and your desires will help you find your mission.  God has put you in unique situations in order to prepare you and to give you a concern for certain things so that relate to your mission. As you pray and study God’s Word, He can take all of those experiences and desires and show you exactly what He has called you to do. 
There are two specific areas that God has shown me over and over are part of my personal mission for Him, teaching the Bible and training leaders. I have a heart for God’s Word and believe that its study is the key to our spiritual lives. Yes, community is essential, but the foundation of both our personal walk with God and the community’s following of God is an understanding of the Scriptures. I also have a desire for women, in particular, to grow in the skills necessary to use their gifts well and to understand their missions. Some of you were in my leadership class last summer. That is what I try to do in that class.

The content of my mission wasn’t always so clear. But on the other hand it was not hidden. In seeking God and thinking through my gifts, experiences, and desires, I was able to clearly understand my personal mission before God. I know what I need to be about as well as the Apollo 13 crew knew their mission. 

I encourage you to discover your mission. What is it that God has called you to do? 
Well, mission not only has content but it also has cost. Just as the Apollo 13 astronauts left behind their families and the earth itself, we must pay a cost to go on mission with Jesus. 

Let’s identify the general cost of mission as humility, defined as leaving “self” behind. As we look at the examples of Peter, Levi, and Jesus, we can better understand what I mean by that.

Let’s consider the cost of mission to Peter.

When he left and followed Jesus, he left behind his family, his business, and his home. In fact, it was not only costly to Peter to become a fisher of men, it was also costly to his entire family. There would have been economic costs as he quit providing for them from his fishing business. They lost his presence as he began to travel with Jesus, just coming in and out of Capernaum as He did. If he had children, his wife had to bear more of the burden of care in his absence.

What about Levi? As he followed Jesus, he left behind his lucrative tax collecting business, as well as his home. 

What about Jesus? Let’s consider the cost of mission to Him. 

Read Phil. 2:5-11.

Jesus left behind His very position in heaven, being honored and worshipped as God by the heavenly hosts. He exchanged that for a human body which was eventually broken and beaten and crucified for our sins. He is the King of Kings and yet was rejected by those on earth. He willingly gave up the majesty and glory that belonged to Him in order to fulfill His mission. 

Jesus humbled Himself by becoming man and dying for us. His mission was very costly. In order to set free those in oppression, as He described it in Luke 4, He had to come and die. There was no other way to fulfill God’s plan and His promises.

If mission is costly, what is the cost of mission to you? 

That varies with each of us, but it always involves leaving behind something of self, the things our flesh may desire.
 I can tell you some of the costs that I have had in following Jesus on mission with Him. There have been financial costs. When my children were young, I only had so much time to give elsewhere and that was in ministry as a layperson. That meant that I couldn’t go out and get a part-time job like many of my friends did. My entire family had less money and fewer vacations and stuff around than they did. It also cost me to go to seminary. I felt that God would have me go but didn’t know whether there would ever be an opportunity to get any return on my money. I didn’t go with the intention of going on church staff. Truly, I just followed Jesus. 
There were not only financial costs, but there were also costs to my family as well. My kids were in the nursery when I taught my bible study. They didn’t always like it. But mission has more priority than personal preferences. There was a time when I traveled and taught some workshops on how to study the bible and how to lead a Bible study. That took time away from them. My husband had to be the total caregiver in my absence. He had to be right there with me in commitment to my fulfilling my mission.

Personally, there were costs that I bore. There have been so many times that I just wanted to pick up a fun novel and read it, but I didn’t have time because I had to read something for school or for teaching. Many times my husband has suggested a weekend trip that I couldn’t do because I had something to do to fulfill my mission. 

I am not telling you these things so you will feel badly for me. This has been a privilege and a joy to me. I am thrilled to have been able to follow God and serve in these ways. I have lost nothing that is of that much importance. But sometimes I do get weary from the mission and lose the joy. Then, I remember the words in Hebrews 12:1-3.
Although it cost Jesus, He focused on the joy that would come. The author of Hebrews compares a mission to a distance race, which can bring weariness. The way to overcome that is to look at Jesus and the joy we will have as we stand before Him someday and are blessed for faithfully fulfilling our personal missions.

At the end of Paul’s life he wrote to Timothy and said in 2 Tim. 4:7, “I have fought the fight, finished the course and kept the faith.” I want to be able to say that at the end of my life. I want to finish the course, or the mission, that God has placed before me and do it well. 
God calls you to a mission that will cost you to fulfill it, just as it cost Jesus. But that mission will bring clarity to your life once you find it.

Read Luke 4:42-44. 
We see Jesus refuse to do what the crowd wanted because He needed to fulfill His mission for God. His desire was to do God’s will above what was popular with the crowds of people. 

The first thing that we learn from Jesus’ example here is to depend upon prayer to bring continuous focus to your mission. Although He knew His mission, He was in prayer. Then, when the people clamored for His time, He knew that was not God’s best. He needed to focus on other people and other places. This is the hard part for many of us. We want to know God’s plan and want to follow His direction but are not willing to take the time to spend consistent time with Him so that He is constantly speaking to us and guiding us as we seek His direction.
The second thing that we see is that mission will help you prioritize your time and every decision in your life. So often our decisions are about choosing between good things. It’s not a matter of good vs. bad, but of good vs. best. The best choice is the one that leads you to fulfill your mission. Once you determine what that is before God, it will help clarify the choice you need to make. It also helps you determine how to best spend your time. 

Do you struggle over what is good, better, and best for you? Understanding your mission should help with that. 

This has been the greatest help to me as I have focused my time on what God has called me to do. 

I started making a list of ways that this has allowed me to make choices, but the list is too long to share with you. Perhaps a few of them will at least give you the idea of how mission brings clarity to life decisions. 

I was asked to teach in VBS every year, but I knew that children were not part of my mission so I said no. That was not so I could do nothing but so I could prepare for teaching adults.
Because my mother had been a teacher, she kept insisting that I teach full time to get a good retirement. Her retirement is a big part of her income now. When I decided to go to seminary she let me know what a mistake she felt I was making. I could use that time to teach school and work on providing for retirement years. But that was not my mission. I had to do what God wanted, even if that meant telling her no to her desires for me and saying no to a feeling of security about the future. 

There are also things that said yes to as well. I was invited to join a group of women taking a silent retreat each month. I said yes, because in order to fulfill my mission, I must have good time with God, really as we all should whatever our missions. Time with Him is essential to our spiritual well-being and that takes priority in time over anything else.

I also say yes to situations where I can help future leaders since God has called me to train others. A friend of mine who does not go to church here needed someone to be her mentor for her internship at DTS this year. That was something that fits my mission so I am doing it. 
I said yes when Kent Lawrence asked me to go to Kazakhstan last fall. Although it was primarily an evangelistic trip and that is not my gift, he wanted me to spend time with the women so that I could plan some ways to minister to them over the next 3 years. That does fit my mission. We will go back and do some teaching and training for them next winter. 

I could go on and on with examples from my life. I have found my giftedness and mission to be the most helpful components in figuring out what God’s will is for me in specific situations. 

What about you? Do you realize that God has given you a unique purpose and mission as a believer for your life? For some of you, that means that you are called to share the gospel with others. God has gifted you to lead them to Him. You have a burden to be sure that your neighbors or co-workers know Him. So you need to prioritize some time with unbelievers. You need to plan ways to truly love them and support them and allow God to open doors for you to share with them. With that gift you should prayerfully consider a mission trip like I went on, where you have many opportunities to share your faith with those who don’t have neighbors to share with them.

Some of you actually have a mission to children, and I am so glad that it is you and not me! You need to be involved in working with them in the church. There are other good places to spend time with children, but you always need to put at least part of your time into the local church where God has sent you and your gifts. Beyond that it will depend upon the time that you have as to what else you do. 
Many of you are encouragers and you need to be available to others so they can share their heartaches with you and you can support them. Eating lunch with a co-worker who needs you is actually a priority for you. 

We all need to follow Jesus. He will lead us to the content of the mission that He has given us to fulfill. Then, it becomes our responsibility to take that on and do it. It will be costly but it will also bring clarity to life. 

Picture yourself on a spaceship. You have a mission that will take you to incredible places spiritually. But to go you must leave the earth and all that means behind. 

Are you willing to go? Do you want to say, “I finished my course”? 
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