Look Who’s Knocking at the Door!
James Lesson 9

What was sixth grade like for you? I was in Mrs. Jordan’s class at Eugene Field Elementary School in Beaumont, Texas. I had gone to school with most of these kids since 1st grade, and we were now in our last year there, anxiously awaiting Junior High School. 
As the year went on, Mickey, who was a real leader among the boys, came up with a plan for the frequent rainy days when we spent our morning and lunch recesses in our classrooms. Mrs. Jordan inevitably had to leave for a time during both recesses (probably just to visit the teachers’ restroom since rain meant that her entire day was spent with a class of kids). Her absence gave the boys their opportunity! As soon as she left us alone, Mickey and his buddies turned out the lights, closed the door, and chased us girls around the room and kissed us!  

I was always amazed at the fearless manner in which they carried out their plan! They did not seem to expect Mrs. Jordan or any other adults to come in for some time so they did just what they wanted to do. 

I and some of the girls, on the other hand, wished fervently that Mrs. Jordan would return to rescue us! Although she never really caught them, she always came back eventually, saving us from wet, nasty lips! 
In the fifth chapter of his letter James described two groups of people similar attitudes to those of our two sixth-grade groups. One group was totally unconcerned about Jesus’ return so they lived as they pleased to fulfill their own desires. On the other hand, the other group looked forward to His return as a time of relief from the trials they were experiencing. 

The truth is that Jesus is coming. James described Him as at the door or the gates in 5:9. In other words, His coming could happen at any minute. He is poised and ready to enter our world again, and we should live in expectation that we may see Him. “Look at who’s knocking at the door of our world!”
Our world is a mess; since the time our ancestors chose to live in rebellion against God, brokenness has ruled. Because of that, we live in a world of war, of disease, of hatred, of fear, of disaster, of messed up relationships, and of helplessness. However, that day will arrive when Jesus finally comes. 

His coming will bring long-awaited justice. All people in all cultures have a sense of justice, which I believe comes from God. When life is unfair, when people take advantage of us, when the powerful crush the weak, when innocent people are killed, we all realize that somehow someone should make it right. Jesus will do that. 
Read Is. 26:21:
For look, the Lord is coming out of the place where he lives, 
to punish the sin of those who live on the earth.

The earth will display the blood shed on it;

it will no longer cover up its slain. 
. 
Let’s read 2 Thess. 1:6-8:
“For it is right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to you who are being afflicted to give rest together with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels. With flaming fire he will mete out punishment on those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”
Paul mentions both groups—those who are unprepared and who will face judgment for what they have done and those who look forward to Jesus’ coming so that they get relief from the trials they are experiencing.
Jesus’ coming will not only bring justice but also the peace that we all crave, the true shalom of which the Jews speak. 

Look at Is. 2. We will read only v. 4.
He will judge disputes between nations;

he will settle cases for many peoples.

They will beat their swords into plowshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nations will not take up the sword against other nations,

and they will no longer train for war.

Generally, God promises that a day will come when all is set right. 
Let’s look at Is. 25:7-9.
25:7 On this mountain he will swallow up

the shroud that is over all the peoples, 
the woven covering that is over all the nations; 
25:8 he will swallow up death permanently. 
The sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from every face,

and remove his people’s disgrace from all the earth.

Indeed, the Lord has announced it! 
25:9 At that time they will say, 
“Look, here is our God!

We waited for him and he delivered us.

Here is the Lord! We waited for him.

Let’s rejoice and celebrate his deliverance!”

Another passage on this point is Micah 4:1-7; we will read only vv. 6-7.

4:6 “In that day,” says the Lord, “I will gather the lame,

and assemble the outcasts whom I injured.

4:7 I will transform the lame into the nucleus of a new nation,

and those far off into a mighty nation.

The Lord will reign over them on Mount Zion,

from that day forward and forevermore.”

Remember that James and his audience of Jewish believers knew all of these truths. They knew that throughout their history the prophets had promised a day of justice and peace. As Christians, they also realized that Jesus had promised to return and fulfill those promises. They expected it to happen at any time. 

Although James didn’t go into the fact of Jesus’ return, he emphasized the responses to Jesus’ return. Just as those in my sixth-grade class had 2 sets of attitudes about the teacher’s absence, James identified two sets of responses to Jesus’ coming. They are indicative of the responses that we can have as well. 

Let’s read about the first response in James 5: 1-6. 

Come now, you rich! Weep and cry aloud over the miseries that are coming on you. Your riches have rotted and your clothing has become moth-eaten. Your gold and silver have rusted and their rust will be a witness against you. It will consume your flesh like fire. It is in the last days that you have hoarded treasure! Look, the pay you have held back from the workers who mowed your fields cries out against you, and the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. You have lived indulgently and luxuriously on the earth. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. You have condemned and murdered the righteous person, although he does not resist you.

Clearly, the first group was unconcerned about God or judgment in any way.  They lived on the earth for themselves and their own pleasures. This section of James’ letter addresses the unbelieving rich, whose response to Jesus’ return will be “Uh-oh—caught off guard and red-handed.” 

Just like many thieves are found with the loot in their cars or their pockets, these rich people had the evidence of their crimes in their closets and storage areas. James said that when they face judgment, what is there—the money and clothing they hoarded—will be evidence against them. Since they didn’t need these things, which the rusted money and moth-eaten clothing proves, they should have given it to others or never bought it in the first place. (Now as an aside, we know that silver and gold don’t rust. Most scholars feel that James is using that as a picture of its temporal value, especially when hoarded for self rather than used to help others or even to pay them fair wages.) James described other evidence against these evil rich people as the pay which should have gone to the workers. The Day of Judgment will hit unbelievers unexpectedly and hard; they will have no excuse and nowhere to hide. 
Although James addressed unbelievers here, I think there is an application for us and our judgment. When we live for self, for our own pleasures, for our frivolous lifestyles, for our looks or our status, we, too, are indicating that we are not looking at who is at the door. We will be caught off guard and red-handed when He comes. 
Our pastor preached a series on “stuff” two years ago, and we have talked about materialism and money in here before. But the idea that Jesus will judge how much I have cared about others and given to the poor by how much stuff I have kept for myself and even let decay, was still convicting. What is not worn or used is hoarded. After I got back from my trip last week, I went into my closet and spent time pulling out clothes to give away. I am usually good about giving away clothes that I haven’t worn in an entire season, but this time I considered—what do I hardly ever wear? What do I not even really like? What has collected dust on the hanger? If Jesus came back today and used my stuff as evidence, where would I stand? I don’t want to be caught red-handed!   
Not only did James talk about our responses to Jesus’ coming, but Jesus did also. In fact He spoke much about it. 
. 
Let’s read Lk. 12:32-48 to see how similar Jesus and James were on these topics. 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is well pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide yourselves purses that do not wear out – a treasure in heaven that never decreases, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Here, Jesus dealt with the attitude toward money and possessions. Because where we spend our money indicates our heart attitude, our stuff is evidence of what we really love. Is my heart here or with Him? 

Jesus went on in vv. 35-38:

“Get dressed for service and keep your lamps burning; be like people  waiting for their master to come back from the wedding celebration, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. Blessed are those slaves whom their master finds alert when he returns! I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, have them take their place at the table, and will come and wait on them!  Even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night and finds them alert, blessed are those slaves!
There is reward for those who live in expectation of seeing Jesus because they live daily to please Him. Jesus said that the Master will serve the servants. Let’s go on in vv. 39-40.

But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
Jesus is not a thief, but His point is clear—we should be constantly prepared for His coming. Then, Peter asked Him a question (12:41-48): 

Then  Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for everyone?” The Lord replied,  “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his household servants,  to give them their allowance of food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master finds at work when he returns. I tell you the truth, the master will put him in charge of all his possessions. But if that slave should say to himself, ‘My master is delayed in returning,’ and he begins to beat the other slaves, both men and women, and to eat, drink, and get drunk, then the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not foresee, and will cut him in two, and assign him a place with the unfaithful. That servant who knew his master’s will but did not get ready or do what his master asked  will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know his master’s will and did things worthy of punishment  will receive a light beating. From everyone who has been given much, much will be required, and from the one who has been entrusted with much, even more will be asked.
In response to Peter’s question, Jesus described servants who are in charge of others, like apostles or other church leaders. The point again is readiness and expectation. Those who were ready were faithful. Whether we truly look for Jesus’ coming is proven by the way we act today.
Jesus taught about two kinds of responses to His coming, just as James did. Let’s read what James said about the second response in James 5:7-12.
So be patient, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s return. Think of how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the ground and is patient for it until it receives the early and late rains. You also be patient and strengthen your hearts, for the Lord’s return is near. Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be judged. See, the judge stands before the gates! As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the Lord’s name. Think of how we regard as blessed those who have endured. You have heard of Job’s endurance and you have seen the Lord’s purpose, that the Lord is full of compassion and mercy.  And above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath. But let your “Yes” be yes and your “No” be no, so that you may not fall into judgment.

James described believers who live in expectation of Jesus’ coming and therefore respond differently to it. They are the faithful and wise servants, which Jesus described, those who wait for the master to return from the wedding feast ready to greet him. Instead of “uh-oh”, they will say, “yes!” because they live in the light of Jesus’ presence now and His future coming. 

James began in v. 7 by saying “so be patient until the Lord’s return.” Because of the fact that those who are taking advantage of them and treating them unjustly would face judgment, they could be patient. They could live with the injustice knowing that justice was coming. 
If they were looking at who’s at the door, they would wait for justice and peace patiently and with strong hearts. Remember from your lesson that patience here means long-tempered and self-restrained. They could respond to injustice without retaliation because they truly believed that Jesus would come and right all wrongs and bring justice to those who mistreated them. We are to do the same thing as we respond to those who treat us unfairly—whether a family member, a boss, a co-worker, or a neighbor. I don’t think this means that we never speak up, but we don’t try to get revenge; we don’t get even or try to prove how right we are. 

James used the illustration of the farmer, who has to be patient and wait for God to work through the rains to bring the crops to maturity and harvest. We are to do the same, expecting both reward and justice someday.
Let’s also look at Heb. 10:33-38.

At times you were publicly exposed to abuse and afflictions, and at other times you came to share with others who were treated in that way. For in fact you shared the sufferings of those in prison, and you accepted the confiscation of your belongings with joy, because you knew that you certainly had a better and lasting possession. So do not throw away your confidence, because it has great reward. For you need endurance in order to do God’s will and so receive what is promised. For just a little longer and he who is coming will arrive and not delay. But my righteous one will live by faith, and if he shrinks back, I take no pleasure in him.

Those who truly anticipate Jesus’ return and expect Him live in the light of His presence now. He is here and He sees all that we do and all that we say. We live by faith knowing that we are accountable to Him for our actions and words; thus, we live not only with patience and strong hearts, but we also live with other believers in a different way. James calls believers not to grumble about one another but to love and to live in unity. In John 17 Jesus said that is how the world will know the reality of our faith. 
James used the examples of the prophets and Job in his call for believers to endure whatever they face. Heb. 11:35b-39 lists some very difficult situations endured by various prophets and other Old Testament believers. We don’t have time to read it together, but you may want to read that later and think about the faith that it takes to endure such treatment. We are called to that kind of response in light of the coming of Jesus. 
Next, James dealt with oaths. Though seemingly a different topic, I would say that James’ warning to be committed to our words is another example of the kind of response that looks forward to Jesus’ coming and lives in the light of His presence today. James said that the one who truly looks to Jesus’ coming and the judgment will be committed to what she says. He wrote about oaths, but his point was that we should mean what we say and follow through with our words, even if it hurts us to do it, knowing that we are accountable to Jesus, our Judge.  

When James dealt with hardships here on earth, he pointed believers to look at who is knocking at the door of the world, ready to enter at any moment. We are to do the same; we are to expect Jesus to intrude any time and bring judgment. That expectation should spur us on to be the faithful and wise servants that Jesus described. 

But this attitude affects more than the specific actions that James mentions here. Think about all of the practical Christianity that James has covered so far: words; attitudes in trials; concern for the poor, widows, and orphans; evaluating wisdom; prejudice, pride, and humility. Looking at who’s at the door will affect how we live in all of these areas. 
Think also about Jesus’ parables that we just read, which call us to be faithful to the mission He left His servants to do. He has given each of us a mission to carry out, and we will answer for how we do that when He comes. We were put here to do God’s work and God’s will, and we are accountable for doing it. 

This is what keeps me going here on church staff. Although it is a great privilege and honor to have this role, it is also hard and time-consuming. My time is often not my own. But someday I have to be ready to face Him and give an account of my part of His work, the part assigned to me. My life is not really my story but a small part of His story. 
But honestly, often I think about joining countless numbers of women whose concerns are totally focused on their homes, their own children, their hobbies, and their fun. All of these are good things but they cannot be everything; we must be about God’s work outside of our own lives. I have to be about something that lasts for eternity, something bigger than myself or even my own family. 

But it’s hard to live in light of Jesus’ return because it is not popular even in Christian circles. It’s hard because we have waited almost 2000 years for it to happen. It’s like the parable that we read earlier. Because of the owner’s delay in coming, the servant decided that he wasn’t coming back. We are in the waiting period right now, and it seems that maybe the Bible is wrong and Jesus will never really come back. Even if we don’t live to see that day, we will face Him on the other side of life. We must be ready.  
Are you ready to face Jesus? Have you been about His work? What kind of account will you give for your time, your words, your attitudes, and your money? Will you say “Uh, oh!” or “yes!” when He appears? This very day may be that day. After all, He is at the door right now, about to make His appearance. Get ready!  
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