Road Trip—Which Way are You Headed?
Lesson 5 Blue Jean Faith
Have you ever been on a road trip? How many of you really enjoy them? Well, you are like my husband; he prefers driving over flying if it’s possible. He wants to get up really early and get on the road, which means that I usually start the trip tired and grumpy because I don’t want to get up. I have noticed (this is just an extra point here, not in the Bible but just my observation)—I have noticed and think it’s a man-thing that he seems to somehow feel that we can get to the front of the line on the road if we start early, that we’ll be ahead of someone. There is some kind of competition going on out there on the highway to see who is in front! 

Anyway, back to our road trips. Because we leave so early, we have to stop for breakfast before long, but of course, we stop somewhere close to the highway so we don’t get far out of our way. Sometimes we see a good restaurant after we have passed the exit and end up turning around to go back a short distance. But we don’t stay there; as soon as we finish eating, we get back on the road headed in the right direction. 

In a few weeks Gary and I are taking a road trip to Georgia, and we will head east on I-20. As we pass cars headed west, we’ll be fairly certain that they are not headed to Georgia because generally we head toward our destinations. 

Today, we are going to see in James that our lives are the same way. Others can tell where we are headed as they watch us travel through life. James says that the general direction you travel in life reveals your destination. Those who are headed in God’s direction will show that by the choices they make along the way. Everyone else moves generally in another direction. 
The reason that I like to compare the Christian life with a highway is because it takes the long look at the trip. It’s not where you are at a particular moment that shows where you are headed. It is the long look; the decisions you make over time reveal your destination. Just as Gary and I stop and leave the road periodically, even turning around sometimes, believers may turn aside from the life of obedience to God for a while, but as God’s children, we will eventually turn back in the right direction. Over time, others can see that we are moving along God’s road. 
We see this point made in James 2:17, 24, and 26 and will look at them in context as we go through the passage. 
Let’s begin with James 2:14-19:
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but does not have works? Can this kind of faith save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, keep warm and eat well,’ but you do not give them what the body needs, what good is it? So also faith, if it does not have works, is dead being by itself. But someone will say, ‘You have faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith without works and I will show you faith by my works. You believe that God is one; well and good. Even the demons believe that – and tremble with fear.”
Notice that the person’s words say one thing—“I believe” or “I want you to be fed and clothed”—but his actions say something else. James says that faith is always seen by its actions. He uses the demons as examples of those who say they believe; they intellectually assent to the truth about God—they can say the right creed and agree to it; but this belief results in fear rather than in faith. They travel in another direction instead of aligning their lives with God. James says that true faith results in actions that match our words. Faith and works move in the same direction. 
James’ example shows that traveling in God’s direction involves reflecting the character and heart of God through actions and not merely words. We know that God’s character is generous, gracious, giving, and merciful. God acts on behalf of human need and calls us to do the same. Those who do not do so show that they are headed in another direction. In the gospels Jesus constantly denounces the most religious people, the Pharisees, because their lives do not reflect God’s heart and His love for people. Although they participate in the outward religious rituals, their so-called faith is empty. 
James goes on to prove from the Old Testament that true faith results in action. In James 2:20 he asks: “But would you like evidence, you empty fellow, that faith without works is useless?”
The answer, of course, is yes. Show us the evidence. So James uses examples of those who acted because they believed from the Old Testament. The first person he cites is Abraham, father of the nation of Israel, a very important example for this audience of Jewish believers.
James 2:21-24:
“Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? You see that his faith was working together with his works and his faith was perfected by works. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Now Abraham believed God and it was counted to him for righteousness,’ and he was called God’s friend. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.”
Let’s look at Abraham’s story of faith in Genesis 15: 1-6 (NASB):
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am your shield to you; your reward shall be very great.” 
And Abram said, “O Lord God, what wilt Thou give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
And Abram said, “Since Thou hast given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir.”

Then behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who shall come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir.” 
And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”

Then he believed in the Lord, and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
This is the story of Abraham’s salvation. When he trusted in Yahweh, the name of God that is designated in all caps in the Old Testament, God credited it to him as righteousness. The Hebrew term “righteous” means to be straight or right. Such a person is right with God because he does what is right; he walks straight. Since even Abraham did not always walk rightly before God—just like us, God looked at his faith and declared him righteous.
When I go to the bank and give them a signed check made out to me, they give me a credit in my account for that amount. When God sees the faith in our hearts, He posts that to our accounts as righteousness. It is not what we do that gives us that righteousness but it is our faith. 
Paul comments on Abraham’s faith in Romans 4:1-5:
“What then shall we say that Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh, has discovered regarding this matter? For if Abraham was declared righteous by the works of the law, he has something to boast about – but not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his pay is not credited due to grace but due to obligation. But to the one who does not work, but believes in the one who declares the ungodly righteous, his faith is credited as righteousness.”
Salvation has always come by faith; even Abraham, the father of the nation of Israel, was accepted because of his faith, not his works. Paul says that if it were his works, that would mean that God owed it to him; but it was of grace, which is God’s unmerited favor. Abraham was a believer and as such, God gave him the gift of righteousness. 
James says that this scripture was fulfilled or perfected years later when Abraham’s actions proved the faith that God saw earlier. Abraham’s faith acted when he entrusted his own son to God. 

You read the story, which could be an entire lesson itself. Let’s look at it again in Gen. 22:1-14.

Some time after these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am!” Abraham replied. God said, “Take your son – your only son, whom you love, Isaac– and go to the land of Moriah! Offer him up there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains which I will indicate to you.”

Early in the morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took two of his young servants with him, along with his son Isaac. When he had cut the wood for the burnt offering, he started out for the place God had spoken to him about.

On the third day Abraham caught sight of the place in the distance. So he said to his servants, “You two stay here with the donkey while the boy and I go up there. We will worship and then return to you.”

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. Then he took the fire and the knife in his hand, and the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father?” “What is it, my son?” he replied. “Here is the fire and the wood,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
“God will provide for himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son,” Abraham replied. The two of them continued on together.
Abraham said some things that suggested that he had faith in God. He said to his servants, “We will return.” He told his son, “God will provide.” He spoke these words of faith, but then he proved it by acting on what he said that he believed. Hebrews 11:17-19 tells us that he believed that God could raise Isaac from the dead. Let’s continue the story in v. 9:

When they came to the place God had told him about, Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood on it. Next he tied up his son Isaac and placed him on the altar on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand, took the knife, and prepared to slaughter his son. But the Lord’s angel called to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am!” he answered. “Do not harm the boy!” the angel said. “Do not do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God because you did not withhold your son, your only son, from me.”

Abraham looked up and saw behind him a ram caught in the bushes by its horns. So he went over and got the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. And Abraham called the name of that place “The Lord provides.” It is said to this day, “In the mountain of the Lord provision will be made.” 
This story is a great picture of God’s gift of salvation. We deserve death because of our sins, our failure to walk right, according to Rom. 3:23. If we were to get what we deserve, we would all die eternally. But God in His mercy provided a substitute to pay for our sins, His Son Jesus Christ. As we saw last week, Jesus is God Himself who came to earth so that He could be our provision. Just as the ram substituted for Isaac as a sacrifice, Jesus died in our place when He was crucified. God proved that He had accepted that provision by raising Jesus from the dead on the third day.
Once we receive His gift of salvation, we act out that faith in obedience to God as Abraham did. The direction we travel reveals our destination.
Abraham believed God earlier; his later actions proved the validity of his faith. 

In James 2:25-26 James uses Rahab as a second Old Testament example:
“And similarly, was not Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she welcomed the messengers and sent them out by another way? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.” 
We meet Rahab in Joshua 2 after the nation of Israel had crossed the Jordan River into the land of promise. Jericho was the first city they needed to conquer. Joshua sent two men to do reconnaissance work in the city and its surrounding area. Somehow, the king learned that they were staying in the home of Rahab, who was a prostitute, so he asked her to turn them in. Instead, she hid them and told the king that they had left the city. Then, she explained her actions to the spies beginning in Joshua 2:8: 
Now before the spies went to sleep, Rahab went up to the roof. She said to the men, “I know the Lord is handing this land over to you.  We are absolutely terrified of you, and all who live in the land are cringing before you. For we heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you left Egypt and how you annihilated the two Amorite kings, Sihon and Og, on the other side of the Jordan. When we heard the news we lost our courage and no one could even breathe for fear of you.  For the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth below! So now, promise me this with an oath sworn in the Lord’s name. Because I have shown allegiance to you, show allegiance to my family. Give me a solemn pledge that you will spare the lives of my father, mother, brothers, sisters, and all who belong to them, and rescue us from death.” The men said to her, “If you die, may we die too!  If you do not report what we’ve been up to, then, when the Lord hands the land over to us, we will show unswerving allegiance to you.” 
Then Rahab let them down by a rope through the window. (Her house was built as part of the city wall; she lived in the wall.) She told them, “Head to the hill country, so the ones chasing you don’t find you.  Hide from them there for three days, long enough for those chasing you to return. Then you can be on your way.” 

Rahab told the spies that everyone in that city was fearful of the God of Israel, having heard the reports of the great victories that He had given them. All of the people in the city believed that He had great power, but only Rahab acted in faith instead of in fear. She alone of all the inhabitants acknowledged that YAHWEH alone is God in heaven above and on the earth. She not only said it, but her faith resulted in action; she put her loyalty with God and His people rather than with her own people. She took a risk for her faith; if her treason had been found out, they would have surely killed her. 
Rahab’s faith acted when she aligned herself with God’s people rather than with her fellow Jericho-ites. (That’s what I am calling them—you know, like Dallasites or Planoites.) 
The general direction you travel in life reveals your destination. Abraham and Rahab made choices that revealed the reality of their faith in the one true God; they headed in God’s direction. 
But you do have to be on the right road to reach the destination. All that we studied this week tells us that the road you travel determines your destination.
When Gary and I go to Georgia, we can head east but get on the wrong road and never make it to Georgia at all. We could end up in Florida or Tennessee and still be headed generally east.  

So how are we sure that we are not only going in the right direction but are on the right road? We must recognize that our sin, doing life our way, puts us on the wrong road. 

We are all naturally headed somewhere else instead of aligning our lives with God. True faith is based upon the humility that says we are sinners in desperate need of God to help us. True faith says that I can go to church every day; I can be baptized; I can say all the right words; I can give my life to serve God; but even so, I cannot be good enough to receive God’s favor because I have chosen the wrong way. 
You saw this in the verses that you read in your lesson: 

Romans 3:23 says that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
In Romans 6:23 Paul says: 

“For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Isaiah 53: 6 puts it this way: “All of us had wandered off like sheep;

each of us had strayed off on his own path,

but the Lord caused the sin of all of us to attack him.”

And of course the “him” is Jesus. He took our sins upon Himself for us. 
We can do nothing to commend ourselves to God or to put ourselves on His highway, so to speak. We get there by His grace, His gift of eternal life. And there is only one road that leads to the true God. 
Jesus Christ, the unique God-man, is the only Road that leads to relationship with God. 

We see this in 1 Timothy 2:3-6:

“Such prayer for all is good and welcomed before God our Savior, since he wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one intermediary between God and humanity, Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself as a ransom for all, revealing God’s purpose at his appointed time.”
Jesus alone stands between us and God to make a road for us to get to the destination. Jesus came to earth as fully man and fully God, the God-man, who is worthy of all of our obedience and worship. He died that we may have a road to the Father. 
John 14:6 confirms that. Here Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

We must each make that choice to travel the right road to get to God. And then, we travel forward on that road as we act in faith. But we can know that we are not doing this alone or by our own power. 

God’s Spirit gives you the ability, power, and will to travel in the right direction. 

In Christian circles, we like to use big words like sanctification, which is the process of our growing into the likeness of Jesus Christ. The Bible says that God works on us to make those of us headed down His road more like Jesus. 
In Phil. 2:12-13 Paul says, “So then, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence but even more in my absence, continue working out your salvation with awe and reverence,  for the one bringing forth in you both the desire and the effort – for the sake of his good pleasure – is God.”

We are to passionately pursue Jesus Christ, as the mission of this church says, but we do it knowing that God is at work in us through His Spirit to give us the desire and the power to do so.
Paul tells us in Romans 8:28-29 that God uses everything in our lives to move us forward in the right direction, making us more like Jesus.
Rom. 8:28-29: “And we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose, because those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.”
Jesus said in John 15:5: “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me – and I in him – bears much fruit, because apart from me you can accomplish nothing.”
We are responsible to pursue Jesus with our whole hearts—to love Him, to obey His word, to seek his will, to lay down our lives for Him, but we do it knowing that His Spirit must be at work in us to give us the power to do so. The reason that we can say that the general direction we travel in life reveals our destination is because the Spirit empowers those who believe and moves us along in that direction. He even gives us the will to obey. He uses all that happens in our lives to move us. And we know that He always keeps His promises. That is how great His love is—to love us enough not to let us stay where we are but to move us along the road closer to God. 
As a seven-year-old I was convicted of how displeasing my sin was to God. I turned to Jesus to forgive me. At that point He accepted my faith and gave me His righteousness. That put me on the right road, and I moved along it very slowly. However, as a teenager I turned back the other direction. For about 8 years you would not have seen anything that indicated that I was on the right road. But God was at work in me convicting me and drawing me back to Him. Eventually, what He was doing inside of me began to change my choices and my actions and my life turned back to His direction. The general direction of my life as you look at the long road, the entire journey, heads toward God in the same direction as faith. My faith and my works say the same thing. The general direction of my life shows my destination.
So the question is—which way are you headed? What road are you really on? A road built by your own works which can never give you a relationship with God or the road of faith trusting Jesus to get you there? Which way are you headed?  Can others see your faith? 
If not, God is calling you to Himself because of His great love for you. He is calling you to trust Jesus as the road to God and to align your life with His purpose and His ways for your life, knowing that is the best place in the world to be, knowing that His Spirit will give you the power to act on your faith. Out of His great love He desires that you become His daughter forever. What will you say? 
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