Classified Job Center
Servants

What kinds of things are we looking for in a good job? We hope for a good fit where our abilities and interests will be well-used. We want a position where we can make a difference, a place we can really contribute. We want a job that offers growth and opportunity. Some job perks would also be good. And we surely want a wise and fair boss! But often, that is not the way that life works out. We end up with jobs that don’t best use us, jobs where we make no difference and see no results, jobs that are dead ends where we struggle with the boss. 
But I have good news: God is looking for people to work for Him. The job is that of servant. Not exactly the job title that you long to have, but the job itself is a dream opportunity. It is just exactly what you are looking for. 
So what does this job of servant look like? The servant works directly for the boss. What do we know about him?
Look at Col. 1:15-20. 

When you are a servant of Christ, you have the greatest opportunity in the world, to work for the one who is at the top of both creation and the new creation, the church. V. 15 tells us that Jesus is the very image of the Father. To see Jesus is to see God. This hymn or confession sets out Jesus’ lordship over creation. He is the Creator and the first-born of creation. You studied the idea of first-born. It does not mean that He was born, but it means that He is the one at the top. He is one who owns it all. He has the right to be the one who rules creation because it belongs to him as the firstborn. He is the favored one, as Neil taught us a couple of weeks ago. 

Jesus is first in rank over creation because He is the Creator, as vv. 15-16 tell us. He preceded and sustains creation, as v. 17 says. He made it and He holds it all together. If Jesus took away His power, all of creation would be destroyed. He holds it together. 

Look again at vv. 18-20. They let us know that Jesus is also first in rank over the new creation, the church. Again, He is the one who rules, the favored firstborn. We see in v. 19 that all that is God dwells in the Son. He is fully and completely God. This job opportunity means that we serve the Ruler of all; there is no one of higher rank than Jesus.

What a privilege to work for that kind of boss! We aren’t way down the list of workers, but we work directly for Jesus Himself! We have the perfect boss. 

So what details do we know about the job? We can see from Paul’s description of what he did as God’s servant something of the job description of servants.
Read Col. 1:24-2:5.
In v. 25 Paul said that he became a servant of the church according to His stewardship from God. Then, he went on to describe his particular stewardship. He was to make the gospel known among the gentiles, the gospel that includes the great truth that Jesus is the hope of glory, that He lives within those who follow Him and His presence is what gives us the promise of future glory in heaven. 
It is not because of our efforts but because of Him that we hope for glory. The word hope in the Scriptures does not mean, “Well, I hope it happens”, as we sometimes use the word in English. It means that we are counting on it to occur in the future. We know it to be true although its reality is still to come. For the believer we have the assurance that because Christ lives within us, He will take us to live with Him in heaven someday.
Paul goes on to say in v. 28 that his mission also involved proclaiming Jesus by instructing and teaching everyone with all wisdom so that they grow into mature believers. 
The word for instructing can be admonishing or warning, meaning “to counsel about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct.” To help other believers become mature in the faith, Paul sometimes had to admonish them. He couldn’t let them continue in sinful or harmful habits of life. He taught them what was right but also corrected them when they needed to hear it.

We talked a couple of weeks ago about the fact that Paul’s letter had purpose. In light of his stewardship to bring them to maturity, he wrote them here to teach them truth to replace the false teaching they had been hearing. We’ll look at that false teaching specifically this next week.  

You saw in your lesson that a steward is one who handles the money and business of another. It is a very trustworthy responsibility. Obviously a servant of this type has great accountability to his master to handle his affairs with integrity and wisdom. 

We are all called to be good stewards of what God has given us: our money, our time, and our gifts. But we also are called to a stewardship, to a specific mission, just as Paul was. He was called to go to the gentiles and proclaim Jesus and then teach and admonish them so that they grew to maturity. 

What is your stewardship?

When you work for God, you must fulfill all the requirements of the particular stewardship that He gives you, but you don’t know what they are until you accept. Basically, a servant agrees to do the Master’s bidding and then finds out what the Master has in mind. He determines which job we get and what it involves. But because it is a stewardship, we are accountable to Him for fulfilling it. But keep in mind that God made you specifically for this job. He knows what job fits you best. Whatever He has you do will fit your gifts and desires when they are under the lordship of Christ.
What else is involved in the job description of being a servant, as Paul was?

In v. 29 Paul says that it involved labor on his part and that he was struggling in order to reach his goal. Then, in 2:1 he again says that he is struggling on their behalf. 

As you saw in your study this week, the word for “labor” in v. 29 tells us that Paul’s work for God involved toil to the point of weariness. The word for struggling in that verse meant the there were special pains and toils involved in the work involving some hindrances to struggle against. Then, in 2:1 the word struggle there suggests a struggle to win over the opposition in a contest of some kind. That implies that you will have opposition to your stewardship. There are enemies who will try to keep you from fulfilling God’s stewardship for you. When you experience disappointment or failure, they will try to discourage you and derail your resolve to fulfill your stewardship. When that happens, we need to remember that you are to struggle against them rather than give in. 
As we think of God’s job description for those who serve Him and His church, we see that being His servant means that we willingly work hard and greatly struggle. Serving God is not an easy task. We are not called to do it when it is convenient or when it goes well. We are called to work hard at it, to give it our best rather than give God’s work merely the leftovers. Ministry is not a hobby; it is a stewardship before God. He expects us to do our best and work hard at it just as Paul did. 

But we are struggling and laboring for a great cause. This is God’s work and it is more important than any other work that there is. How hard we should be willing to work when it is God’s cause that we pursue!
It has been interesting to watch the volunteers get into the cause of helping those impacted by the hurricanes of this past month. So many have realized that this is an important cause, that as fellow Americans we all must help out because of the size of the need! The same is true of the church and God’s cause. He needs every one of us to be His servants and to help with His cause because it is too big for any one person. We must all get involved in order to meet the needs of people around us. 

There is one other thing that Paul mentions as part of his stewardship that we may possibly face, and that is suffering. That goes along with the idea that his labor had opposition; thus, he faced suffering as he struggled to fulfill his ministry.
Read Col. 1:24.

I find this a difficult verse. What does it mean that Paul is filling up in his physical body what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ? 
When I run into a difficult verse, the first thing that I do is try to eliminate some interpretations. When we interpret Scripture, we follow certain guidelines. One of those is that the weight of Scripture rules the interpretation. That means that everything must be understood in light of the context of the whole Bible. What the Bible says over and over is given the greatest consideration. 

So as I look at this verse, I have to eliminate the idea that Christ’s sufferings were not enough to give me salvation. Throughout the New Testament there are clear statements that let us know that Jesus paid it all.  Everything was done by Him. His death was sufficient for our salvation. We even see here in 1:20-22 that He reconciled all things to Himself by His blood. Finished and done with. So that is not the meaning here. This cannot be a reference to a place where we suffer for our sins until we have purged them so that we go to heaven. Jesus has totally reconciled us to God. There is nothing left to do. 
At this point I have to admit that there are times when that is as far as I get in my interpretations. I determine what it does not mean and never come to a conclusion about what it does mean. That is because verses like this are obscure verses; the idea in them is not repeated throughout the Bible. 
In this instance, I think that what is lacking in the sufferings of Christ means that Jesus’ enemies had not finished giving out the punishment they wanted to give to Jesus, so Paul and other believers now bear the brunt of that persecution and suffering.

When believers suffer for the name of Jesus they continue to fill up the suffering that His enemies desire to inflict on Him. A concept that we struggle with as Americans is a corporate identity, but that is very involved in the Bible. We represent Christ on earth and as such are part of Him and take on His sufferings. This makes the most sense to me, but as I said, this is an obscure verse and so it is impossible to be sure.
So our job description as God’s servants involves working for the one at the top, a willingness for hard work, great struggle, and possible suffering in our particular stewardships for a great cause.

What qualifications do we need in order to work for God? These verses mention three, but all three happen at once. They are three perspectives of the same thing.
Read Col. 1:13-14.

The first qualification that we need in order to work for God is found in v. 13: We must have been delivered by Jesus from the power of darkness and transferred to his own kingdom. The word there for delivered means rescued. We are rescued by Jesus and then taken to His kingdom.

Over the past few weeks we have seen major illustrations of this. I think of those rescued from the floodwaters in New Orleans by helicopter teams who plucked them off of rooftops and then placed them on dry ground. Their lives were in peril but they were rescued and taken to safety. 

Such is true of those who trust in Jesus. He rescues us out of the darkness and deposits us safely in His kingdom. My in-laws live in Houston and lost power for 2 days when Rita hit. My mother-in-law said that she didn’t mind being there so much until it got dark. It was hard to be in the darkness. 
We are in the darkness until Jesus comes and rescues us. It is His work to do that. We simply go with Him. 

Another way to look at the qualifications that we need in order to work for God is the word redeemed. Look back at v. 14. Jesus redeems us. That was a concept that was very familiar to the audience of that day. We, however, do not daily come into contact with redemption. Redemption was a wonderful illustration of what Jesus did for us. In that time slaves were bought and sold in the slave market. To redeem a slave involved buying her and setting her free. 


When Jesus died on the cross, His blood paid for our sins. He paid the price of redemption, to buy us and set us free. As v. 14 says, redemption means that now our sins are forgiven. We no longer are bound like slaves but are free from our sins. All of us are sinners. We have all done things that are wrong and that hurt others. We have broken our relationship with God because He is perfect and holy. Our sins separate us from Him. But Jesus rescued us from that darkness where we were and brought us into His kingdom and totally forgave us for all of those sins.

A third way to look at what Jesus has done for those who believe in Him is found in the concept of reconciliation.
Read Col. 1:19-20.

Most of us understand that reconciliation implies that 2 parties have been at odds with one another. There was a conflict between them. Something has caused a separation in their relationship. Reconciliation brings peace. To reconcile means to come to peace, to restore a relationship that was broken. 
In v. 19 we see that Jesus’ death brought reconciliation between God and all things, both in heaven and on earth. That means that everything in creation was estranged from the creator.

Look at Rom. 8:19-23.

The work of Jesus on the cross brought liberty to those who believe on Him as we are redeemed. It also will set creation free from the decay that we see around us now to be again the perfect creation that God spoke into being. The time will come when even creation will have peace. 

Read Col. 1:21-22.

These verses give us more specifics about reconciliation. Sometimes it is hard for us to realize that as sinners we are in a state of war with God. Col. 1:21 says that we were strangers and enemies to Him. We just don’t see ourselves as we really are. We think of ourselves as good because we compare ourselves to other people rather than to the holiness and perfection of God. We think that our attitudes are okay when we say, “I want to do it! I want it my way! I want my stuff!” but they are tantrums that are not so cute to God. They put us on the opposite side from God. They make us allies with His enemies. 

Ladies, it is not a slight matter to ignore the God who created us. We make ourselves His enemies when we do that. We choose to live in the darkness rather than in the light. We determine that we are our own gods and can live as we please. We are in reality slaves to sin but we think we are doing just fine. 

Do you realize that until you let Jesus rescue you and take you to His kingdom where you are free and are able to live in the light that you are at war with God? Only by trusting in Jesus, believing that by His death he paid the price for you can you be rescued from life’s devastation. Some of us are like those in New Orleans, refusing to be rescued. God doesn’t force us out. If we choose to reject His rescue, we stay in the darkness.
John 3:19-21 tells us that we love the darkness because our deeds are evil and we don’t want them exposed to the light of Jesus. We determine to stick it out for ourselves in the darkness. But we can never please God when we are marred by our sins. We need Jesus to cleanse us; no matter how good we think we are, we need a Savior to rescue us and to reconcile us to the God who made us and loves us and desires to set us free from the darkness where we live. 
Jesus is the one who qualifies us to work for God. When he comes into our lives he totally cleanses us from all sin and presents us before God to work for Him.
If you are qualified by being rescued, redeemed, and reconciled to God by the death of Jesus, by trusting that He died in your place because you could not rescue, redeem, or reconcile yourself to God, then you can serve the God of the universe as His servant. 

Quickly, what are the benefits of working for God?

The first benefit of this kind of work is found in 1:29.

He is the one who provides the power for us to labor and struggle. We talked about how hard this work is; we talked about having obstacles in our way. But He is the one who gives us all that we need to complete the task. We are not doing this alone. God is at work within us. We are not like the cars in the Houston evacuation that were left without gas on the side of the road. When God says to go, He supplies all that we need. There is no wait for His supply. It is there at the moment of need.
The second benefit of this work comes from 2:3.

In Jesus are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. And He gives us access to those treasure houses. We can go to Him when we need wisdom and knowledge and He will supply.

James 1:5: “If anyone is deficient in wisdom, he should ask God, who gives to all generously and without reprimand, and it will be given to him.” 

There are some other benefits as well: 

There is joy, even in suffering. Look at 1:24. The suffering that is involved in this work is not to get us down because it brings joy with it. Look at 2:5. Again, Paul says that working for the Colossians brings him joy as he sees how firm they are in their faith.

The last benefit listed is eternal reward. Although working for God may not bring you any income this side of heaven, it has eternal rewards which are worth far more than U.S. dollars. 
Matt. 25:21

When Jesus told this parable, He let us know that there is a reward for those who are faithful to the work that God gives us. I hope that the day will come when we all hear the words, “Well done, my good and faithful servant!”

I have many regrets in life. I mainly regret some years that I wasted for God. I was too caught up in myself, doing what I wanted to do rather than serving the God of creation. I can never bring back those years, but I can from this day forward serve God first. You may look at me and say, “She is getting paid to serve God,” but most of my life I did not work on a church staff or get paid to do this. In fact fulfilling God’s stewardship meant that I spent time serving God when I could have made money instead. There have been some hard struggles and hurdles as God’s servant. I have faced disappointment and failure. I have been slandered and hurt. But as God’s steward, I knew that the day would come when I would to account for whether I fulfilled it. If I remain faithful, I have the promise that someday there will be reward. I know that being Jesus’ servant is the greatest work that I can ever do. 

All who apply and qualify for God’s work are accepted!

Will you accept your role as God’s servant? The truth is that you have a specific stewardship whether you acknowledge it or not. Will you take on the tasks that He has prepared for you to do from before time began? Will you be willing to work hard and struggle against the opposition because of the eternal rewards? If you are qualified by being among those who have let Jesus rescue, redeem and reconcile them, you have already been accepted. Will you take it on and give it your all, even enduring the suffering that comes as part of the body of Jesus? If so, you can reap the benefits of joy and great reward!
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