It’s All in Your Perspective
Gary and I went to Italy for the first time last May. I was particularly struck by my lack of knowledge about art and its history. We visited an art museum in Florence, where they have set up the rooms chronologically from the Middle Ages on. It was so interesting to see how wooden the figures in the paintings from the Middle Ages are compared to those of the Renaissance. They don’t look realistic at all. Apparently the artists of the Middle Ages knew nothing about perspective, but the Renaissance artists learned to use perspective. 
This picture is by Edgar Degas and is called The Dance Lesson. Notice that perspective depends upon position. The things close to the artist appear larger than the things away from him. The dancers at the left are larger than those at the right because the artist has painted it from the perspective of one who is closer to those on the left.  
It’s all in our perspective. We see things as they appear from where we are.

We saw last week that in God’s economy we are in heaven. Because of that position in heaven with Christ, we have a heavenly/ kingdom perspective. 
Read Col. 3:1-4.

Since position determines perspective, we should have a heavenly perspective. Instead of seeing circumstances and life as everyone else around us, we can see the view from the clouds, the eternal perspective in it. The things of God should appear large to us while the things of earth should fade away. 
Perspective determines focus. It puts our focus on what is close to us. If we are in heaven, the things of God are close to us and they should be our focus. We should see God in everything. His view of the world should be ours. We should spend our time thinking God’s thoughts and hearing from Him. 
We increase our focus on the heavenly when we draw close to God through prayer, Bible study, and worship; we focus on the things of heaven because they are close to us.
That focus then determines our attitudes and actions. We saw that last week in Col. 3:5-17. Sin comes out of our own selfishness and the desire to get what we want. If we are focused on the things of God, we will think His thoughts and have His attitudes toward life and people.

Focusing on the heavenly, God’s kingdom, makes a huge difference in how we look at life and how we react to circumstances. 
Read Rom. 8:28-29.

If we believe these verses, we focus on God’s work instead of our circumstances. 

I wrote 2 Cor. 4:7-18 on your handout, but I don’t think we have time to go through it. Let that be your homework assignment this week. Look at Paul’s example of seeking the things above rather than focusing on his circumstances.

Another example of someone who saw life from a heavenly perspective is Joseph. If you remember, his brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt. Yet, afterward he was able to make this statement in Gen. 50:20: He said to his brothers, “As for you, you meant to harm me, but God intended it for a good purpose, so he could preserve the lives of many people, as you can see this day.”
We are to seek the things above and to set our minds on the things of heaven. 
What does it mean to seek the things above, to set our minds on the things above instead of the things on the earth? It means to seek the things of God’s kingdom in all things; to focus on God’s will over mine, to look at life with the big picture in mind rather than focusing on the circumstances of the earth.
In this section of the letter to the Colossians that begins in 3:1, Paul was very practical. First, he mentioned sins and contrasted them with qualities of heaven. Then he listed some specific situations in which to seek God’s kingdom in a household code that established guidelines for family relationships. These were common in that day, even in secular circles. But Paul took the common guidelines and gave them a new twist. The motivation for living this way was now a heavenly, kingdom perspective. The believer is to be motivated by love for God, seeking His kingdom over all things. 

Read Col. 3:18-21.

Paul said to seek the heavenly in family relationships. First, wives are to submit to their husbands as is fitting in the Lord. You studied it last week. Wives submit out of love and obedience to God. We submit only to the things that are fitting in the Lord and only to our own husbands. This is not a general submission of women to men, but it is the willingness to let go of our own desires for the sake of unity with our husbands.

I need to say that this is not an easy instruction. When we feel right, as most of us generally do, it is very difficult to give in. Some of the hardest situations for me have come in the area of finances. I am more of a saver, and Gary is a spender. The ideal is for us to agree because God has called us to be one, to be united. Yet, that does not always happen. 

The only way that I am able to respond well to that is to think heavenly, to seek the things of heaven. Perhaps God is more concerned about my obedience and my right attitude than my savings account. When I look at God instead of at my money, I know that He is perfectly capable of taking care of me. The key to submission for me is faith in God.
This household code then mentions husbands. Paul told them not to treat their wives harshly. This probably arose out of the culture of that day where the husband had legal authority over his wife and there was little she could do if he mistreated her. But God called for higher standards for Christian husbands. They were to love their wives and be concerned for their welfare.

I think it is dangerous for wives to focus too much on what our husbands are to do because we begin to dwell on how they are falling short of God’s instructions. Our obedience is not conditioned on our husbands’. If we are seeking the things above, we need to realize that God needs to deal with us, and we need to let Him deal with our husbands. If we begin to interfere, we are likely to mess up God’s work. I always think about Sarah and Abraham. She decided to get involved in fulfilling God’s promise of a child by having her husband sleep with her maid, Hagar. That interference brought grief to Sarah and the entire family. How much better it would have been for God to be left to do His work without her help. As wives, we must seek the kingdom in our own lives and leave our husbands to God. 
If we are married to someone who does not believe in Christ, 1 Peter tells us that it is our attitudes of submission and respect that brings them to faith. If we are to seek the heavenly, to seek God’s kingdom, we respect and honor our husbands even when we disagree with them.
The instructions about children relate to us as mothers as well as fathers. The word exasperate meant to stir up, provoke, or irritate. The result is that children lose heart and become discouraged and listless. They despair. This is a general instruction that covers many situations. We may cause children to lose heart by failing to encourage them or by failing to discipline them, and in many other ways. 

Paul’s household code deals with the family unit, which at that time included slaves. Although the master/slave relationship is far different than an employer/ employee relationship, there are principles we can follow. The application for us is to seek the heavenly, to seek God’s kingdom at work. God has wisdom for those who have bosses and those who are bosses.
Read Col. 3:22-4:1.

We are to work for God and not for people. We are to do our tasks with excellence, with obedience, and with enthusiasm. Paul said that we are in reality serving Christ in our work. That makes it worship. If we look at our work as worship, we know that what we do there is about eternity and not about making money today. Would you do a shabby job if Jesus asked you to do it and you had to answer to him about it? Would you fail to carry out your assignment? Would you waste time when you work for Jesus? Would you steal from Him by making copies for your personal use or by taking small supplies home? Would you be less than honest? Probably not. We must begin to see our work in light of eternity. Those around us will notice when we become the best employees in the company. Those around us will notice when we do our work with excellence and enthusiasm. It’s hard to do that and stand around complaining with our co-workers about the company or our bosses. 

When you are at work, you must think of yourself as serving Jesus. The way you work may be the open door into the lives of your co-workers who wonder why you have such a positive attitude and how you are so willing to help them rather than seek an advantage over them.

If you are an employer or even a supervisor, you are to treat those who work for you with justice and fairness. The motivation is your faith. You have a master in heaven and you want to treat others as he treats you. You are not your own master even if you own your own company. You answer to God.

Not only are we to seek the heavenly in family relationships and at work, we are also to seek it through prayer.
Read Col. 4:2-4.

First, we are to be devoted to prayer. The word devoted means to be courageous and persistent, to hold fast and not let go. It is a priority for those with a heavenly perspective. We realize that we can do nothing of eternal importance without God’s work and power involved. We realize that we can do nothing apart from God. That dependence and humility is revealed by our devotion to prayer. Lack of prayer suggests pride. The one who rarely seeks God reveals that she thinks she can do it without Him. 

Paul also told them to keep alert in prayer. That involves watchfulness. We watch out and keep alert because there is a danger. If we are not alert, we may be caught by it. 

When we pray, we need to consider the danger. What should we pray in light of that danger? 

My mother is 83. She has osteoporosis and is somewhat limited by her back. How is she in danger spiritually? She is in danger of feeling sorry for herself and losing faith that God loves her and is watching over her. She is in danger of becoming depressed and losing her joy in God. She is in danger of becoming self-centered rather than seeing her life with a heavenly/ kingdom focus. I need to pray for her faith, her joy, and her ministry among those where she lives.
Paul told the Colossians to pray persistently, with alertness, and with thanksgiving. Thanksgiving increases our faith. When I pray for my mother, I need to thank God that He is there and will answer. I need to thank Him for the blessings that she does have. Thanksgiving helps me pray expecting God to answer even when His answer is slow in coming. It helps me pray persistently.
After Paul called them to prayer, he gave them a personal prayer request—to share the gospel and for wisdom as to how to do it. His focus was the kingdom. Despite the fact that he was imprisoned at this time, his concern was the eternal job that God gave him. This was his mission and he wanted to be faithful to it wherever he was. God is able to use even imprisonment for His purposes.

Read Mt. 6:10.

Jesus told us in His model prayer to pray for God’s kingdom to come. This is a prayer priority. When we pray for specific needs, we should focus on the kingdom implications of those requests. 

In Mt. 6:31-33, Jesus said that we are to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things would be added. These things are the things of life that worry us: where we live, what we wear, what we eat. God promises to take care of those who seek first the kingdom over the needs of life. Our focus is to be heavenly rather than earthly. Our perspective is to be eternal rather than temporal.

If I see my circumstances as places where God has called me to do His work, I see with kingdom focus. We see that in Paul’s prayer, which was about God’s work rather than about his own comfort and freedom.

This is the place where we often go awry in our prayers. We do not focus on the heavenly but we focus on the temporal. God give me a job, give me good health, give me money, give me a house, give me good kids, and give me a husband. 

These may or may not be God’s will and they may or may not achieve God’s purposes for His kingdom. Perhaps He needs you to go through a growing time with Him while He teaches you faith and patience before you get the job that you are praying for or the husband you desire. Maybe you should pray that He will show you where you are not seeking His kingdom first so that you can begin to put your priorities in place. Perhaps when you are busy working, you are not paying attention to what God is trying to tell you. May the time of illness is what those around you need in order to see God’s your faith and to open the door of opportunity. 
I am not saying that we don’t pray for someone to be healed. What I am saying is that should be the secondary prayer. The primary prayer is for the extension of God’s kingdom, whether that means in the lives of those involved or the witness it is to those who are around them.

That brings us to the next verses. 

Read Col. 4:5-6.

We are to seek the heavenly in our relationships with those who don’t share our faith.

Paul has just asked for prayer for himself to know how best to present the gospel. Then, he told the Colossians how to share the gospel, by conducting themselves with wisdom, making the most of opportunities. The literal meaning of making the most of opportunities is to redeem the time, to make full use of the opportunity that opens up before you. It suggests that it is a critical time, a special opportunity which may soon pass. Paul said to grasp it, to buy it while it lasts. 

When we moved a couple of years ago, we needed a new bed. We went up to Weir’s just to look. I was delighted to find that they were having a yearly sale during that month. We took advantage of that opportunity and purchased it wile the sale was on. That’s the idea here. When your opportunity to share the gospel opens up, don’t wait but just do it. 

Paul also said to have conversations of grace, seasoned with salt so that we know how to answer everyone. In other words, we speak wisely. We speak graciously but with truth. When the opportunity opens before us, we are ready to answer. One of the greatest hindrances to the gospel seems to be the harsh words that many Christians use to others and about others. Grace is about treating people as Jesus did. He was truthful about sin but He accepted sinners. That is our pattern. He reached out to those who sinned and graciously included them. We are to treat others as we have been treated by God. We have already seen in Colossians that God came in and rescued us when we could not rescue ourselves. He came in and paid the price for our sins when we were His enemies. He brought us into His family when we had treated Him terribly. That is how we are to treat those outside of the faith.

Paul ended his letter with personal greetings and instructions. In the midst of this paragraph, we see examples of what it means to have a kingdom perspective. 

Read Col. 4:7-18.

v. 7—Tychicus 

Faithful minister, fellow slave, encourager

He is God’s slave, as Paul is. This is the heavenly perspective. We serve God and God alone. We do His will on the earth. We seek His kingdom and not our own.

v. 9—Onesimus

Onesimus was called faithful and dependable. Onesimus was the runaway slave of Philemon and the reason for that letter. When he ran from his master, he became a believer. Paul wrote that letter with this one and sent them both with Onesimus, whom he sent back home. 
v. 10-11—Aristarchus

One commentator said this probably did not refer to a literal imprisonment. It likely meant that he voluntarily gave up his freedom to minister to Paul in prison.
Mark & Jesus, called Justus.
These are the faithful out of the Jewish believers.

You probably remember that Mark had previously deserted Paul and Barnabas on their mission trip. That was about 12-14 years before this letter was written. Obviously, Mark has become a faithful worker for Christ by this time.

v. 12-13—Epaphras, another slave of Jesus, a hard worker on behalf of the Colossians. In Col. 1:7 we saw that Epaphras was the one who took the gospel to the Colossians. This was his church, in a sense. 
He was a true prayer warrior. Look at what he prayed, that they would stand mature and fully assured in the will of God. What a great kingdom prayer for Epaphras to pray! This would be a great prayer to pray for someone who needs maturity and assurance. Remember that these people had fallen for some false teaching and had last their assurance. This prayer called for an outcome that extended God’s kingdom in their lives.

The letter coming from Laodicea is unknown. It was probably lost. Some believe that it was the letter to the Ephesians, which was circulated among all the churches. 

I have loved studying this letter. I hope that God has used it in your life as well. I think it is only fitting that the last message is about having a heavenly perspective. That is the key to our relationships, our attitudes, and our words. If we can only see ourselves in heaven with God. If we can only realize that the closer we are to Him the more we see things His way. If we can accept the circumstances that come into our lives as by the hand of God who is using them for kingdom purposes. 

Let’s go from here and seek the heavenly/ the things of the kingdom instead of the things of earth. Let’s find the heavenly perspective in all that we do—in our family relationships, in our workplaces, in our prayers, and in our relationships with those who do not share our faith. 
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