Dressing Up

You may be wondering what in the world I am wearing today. Does it matter? Maybe it does. I am up here representing this church as the minister to women and as the Bible teacher. I am representing God to you as you listen to me teach about Him. What you see when you look at me says something about Him and about me. Clothing makes a statement of who and what we are.

I don’t know if you follow professional basketball. I really don’t, but I was interested in the story last week about the new clothing guidelines for the players. The NBA commissioner has set up some rules that force the players to dress up when they are in the public eye as professional athletes. Apparently they have been wearing t-shirts, jeans with holes, an abundance of jewelry, and other things to and from games and when being interviewed. He doesn’t feel that these represent the NBA well. Here is a picture of Dirk Nowitzki, one of the Dallas Mavericks and a former Dallas Maverick, Steve Nash, coming out of a bus to go to a game. They were on a team trip representing the NBA, but they do not look like professional anything. In contrast, you have Shaquille O’Neal of the Miami Heat, all dressed up! This is what the commissioner has in mind for all the players. Of course, it’s controversial.  Some of the players are annoyed that there is a dress code.
I read a quote from NBA writer Mike Kahn who said, “Yes, these are professional athletes and they should look professional. To dress like adults representing the league and the organizations for which they work is not too much to ask.”
So according to the NBA, what these men wear represents who they are; there is dress that is appropriate for a professional athlete, and there is clothing that is not appropriate for someone in that category. 

That is the same message that Paul gave the Colossians. He told them that as believers, they need to be dressing up, not in literal clothing but in qualities and actions that fit their status. Today we are going to talk about why it is appropriate for us to dress up the same way.
We have been studying Colossians for several weeks. Chapters 1 & 2 primarily deal with theological issues because the church there was being affected by some empty philosophies. In that section of the book Paul argued that we were united with Christ in His death, His burial, and His resurrection. As such, we have a new status and a new life. 
Then based on that truth, in 3:1 Paul quit dealing with the issues of false teaching to turn to the practical aspects of living as believers. If you have studied Paul’s letters, this was his usual way of writing.  First he dealt with the issues of truth and doctrine, and then he applied that truth to life. 

Read Col. 3:1-4.

Paul told us in chapters 1 and 2 that we have been raised up with Christ to a new life. Based on that knowledge, we are to seek the things that are heavenly. After all, that is where Christ is and where we are because we have been raised with Him. As believers, we have a new home. We should be dressing up because it is appropriate to that home. Our true home is where Christ is. That is where we live according to God’s perspective.
Phil. 3:20 says that our citizenship is in heaven now. That is our real home. We are ambassadors here on earth and the way we dress in our actions and attitudes represents our home country.
Not only is heaven our new home, our lives are in actuality hidden away with Christ in God there. We are secure there. Nothing can touch us there.
I don’t know if you have tried to hide anything away. My husband bought a gun safe and put his hunting weapons in it. Then, he decided to put some other valuables in there, like our passports. About a year later, our son wanted to go out of the country and asked for his passport. Gary knew that the passport was in the safe but he couldn’t remember where the key was safely hidden away. Finally he had to break into the safe. There was a double hiding—not only were the valuables in a safe, but the key was hidden away in something else where it could not be found, even by my husband!
Picture yourself hidden away in heaven with Christ. You are not only hidden away in heaven safely, but you are hidden with Christ in God—a double hiding. You may have your physical presence here on earth, but your spiritual life is preserved there with Him. Nothing can separate you from God because you are hidden in Christ in heaven. His keeping is truly safe. No one can break in or steal you away from Him. You are secure in Him. As Romans 8:38-39 tells us, nothing can separate you from Him, ever! 
Not only should you dress up because it is appropriate to your home, but you should dress up because it is appropriate to who you are. 
Read Col. 3:5-7.
We are no longer of the earth. That is not who we are.
In v. 5 my Bible says to put to death whatever in your nature belongs to the earth. The NIV says to put to death whatever belongs to our earthly nature, but the literal meaning is not earthly nature but your members, which refers to the parts of your bodies. We are to put to death the parts of our bodies that belong to the earth. Paul said that since we no longer belong to the earth, it is appropriate for us to put those things to death that do. We belong to heaven now, according to v. 3.

Then, Paul designated some of those sins which are against the members of the body: sexual immorality, impurity, shameful passion, evil desire and greed. These sins list from more overt to less overt. They move from the manifestations of sin to the cravings of the heart that lead to these sins. When we desire things for ourselves, whether they are material or sexual things, there is the danger that the desire will grow as it becomes an idol of the heart. Eventually we act on that desire and take what we should not have. Paul said in v. 6 that because of such sins, the wrath of God is coming someday upon the sons of disobedience. 
That is in contrast to those who are believers. We are no longer children of disobedience. V. 7 says that the Colossians used to live this way, but no longer. Now they are God’s children, at home in heaven, no longer children of disobedience.

Now how is it that we have died, according to v. 3 and yet we have to put to death these members of our bodies which are sinful? 

I like the explanation that F.F. Bruce gives in his commentary: “Believers, in fact and in conscious experience, exist on 2 planes so long as mortal life endures: spiritually, they already belong to the age to come, while temporarily they are involved in this present age; spiritually, they are untied to Christ at God’s right hand, while temporarily they live on earth.”

This has been called the already and not yet. We live between the two. We are already living in heaven with Christ but we are not there yet. It already belongs to us as being raised with Christ, but we don’t see it yet. 

So because of who we are as residents of heaven, no longer of the earth, no longer children of disobedience, we should dress up by getting rid of these sins that deal with life on the earth.

Read Colossians 3:8-11.
Here in v. 8 Paul first used the metaphor of clothing to picture what he wanted the Colossians to do. They were to put off, as you take off your clothes, certain sins. This time the sins are anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive language, and lies. We are to take them off as we take off our dirty old clothes. Instead of wearing dirty, old clothing that is not appropriate to who we are, as I have done today, we have been clothed with new clothing, the new person, being renewed in knowledge according to the image of Jesus. It is not appropriate for who we are as that new person to wear the dirty old clothing.

I don’t know if you have ever taken a great shower and felt really clean only to have to put on dirty clothes. That’s what I did this morning and it didn’t feel right. When we as new women made in the image of Jesus, cleansed from our sins, put on dirty clothes that are covered with sins such as anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive language, and lies, it doesn’t fit with our nice new clean person. We are now clothed with Christ and what shows on the outside should reflect Him.
Why would you put on dirty clothes when you are clean? That is how absurd it is to have these kinds of sins in our lives when we are living in heaven with Jesus. 

This list of sins moves from inward to outward. The inward sins give birth to the outward ones. Anger in the heart is what brings about the abusive language that we use against another person. 
These have no place in Jesus. He is all in all. In other words, He binds us to Him and then to one another. Dressing up is not only appropriate to our home and to who we are, but it is appropriate to whose we are. We are His now. He is all in all. 
You belong to Jesus, united to other believers.

We are in Him and He ties us to each other as one. That is why we cannot treat one another in the ways of the world. We have to treat one another differently from the world’s ways. We have new clothing on and it requires us to see one another from the heavenly perspective. I see you as part of Jesus and you see me the same way. 
Paul listed a diverse group here. Some of these sound like contrasts, such as the slave and the free, but the Scythian was an intensified barbarian. Apparently in that day it was a byword for an uncultured barbarian. I think Paul’s main point here is not contrast but inclusiveness. All are equally in Christ and He in them. 
Read Col. 3:12-17.
In v. 12 Paul called the believers to dress up appropriate to whose they are. As believers, we are God’s elect, holy, and dearly loved women. 
Married women no longer belong to themselves, in a sense, for they now belong to their husbands. The same is true of the husbands. They belong to their wives. Because of the fact that I belong to Gary, I dress appropriately to him. We recently ate dinner with some people who knew him but not me. How inappropriate if I had dressed simply as I have today, wearing junk clothes! I needed to dress up as Gary’s wife because I was a reflection on him. The way I dressed indicated that I belonged to him. I would never dress in a way that brought him dishonor or made him uncomfortable. 
If we are to dress up appropriately to our home, to who we are, and to whose we are, that necessitates taking off the old and dirty. That is what Paul has already told us. We must get rid of all of those sinful actions and attitudes in our lives.

After listing these sins that we need to take off like dirty old clothing, Paul listed some positive characteristics we should wear. We are to get rid of the old and dirty and put on what is clean and new because we belong to Jesus. These are the qualities of the heavenly. We are to wear them rather than the qualities of the earthly, the things that Paul just mentioned as sins. 
The focus in this section through the end of the chapter is relationships. All of the sins and the positive qualities deal with our relationships with others. Next week I will talk about the specific relationships that you studied this week. But realize that this is all in the same context. Everything we talk about today impacts those same relationships. We sin with our bodies against others. We sin with our tongues against others. On the positive side, we bear with others and forgive as Christ has forgiven us. We are to wear these in our hearts. We already talked about the fact that the sins involve both those in the heart and then the overt sins that come out of that kind of heart. If we instead wear a heart of mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, these qualities will also be seen in our actions. 
You could say that these qualities involve unity and service in relationships. 
God calls us to be united. He has just said in v. 11 that we belong to Jesus and to one another. We are one in Him; therefore, in our relationships with one another we should seek to be united and seek to serve each other rather than ourselves. In contrast to greed and idolatry, which are all about us and what we want, the qualities that we are to show forth in relationships involve serving. We give to others unselfishly. We love others seeking what is best for them by forgiving them, bearing with them, and loving them. Peace in our hearts should show in those relationships. We are called in one body to peace.
Of these actions with which we are to dress up, forgiveness may be the hardest one, particularly when we have truly been wronged by someone else. Yet, that is how Christ forgave us. 

Reread Col. 1:21-22. 

We wronged God through our sins and our attitudes of hostility against Him. Even when we simply ignored Him, we were taking sides against Him. He did absolutely nothing to deserve that. Yet, He forgave us so completely that he does not hold our sins against us or bring them up to us. 

Peacemaker’s Ministry lists the 4 promises of forgiveness: I will not dwell on this incident. I will not bring this incident up and use it against you. I will not talk to others about this incident. I will not let this incident stand between us or hinder our relationship. 
These are hard promises to make. Yet, if we forgive as God does, that is exactly what we must do. It may be acceptable in secular circles to say, “I forgive you but we are no longer friends,” or “I forgive you but I do not want to see you again,” or “I forgive you but don’t want to talk to you anymore.” These are the world’s definition of forgiveness, not God’s. We have to forgive in the same way and to the same extent that God forgave us. His forgiveness is totally of grace. Grace means that we do not deserve it. I don’t give forgiveness because the other person deserves it. I give it when the other person does not deserve it. That is what grace is. It is favor given someone who does not deserve it. 
Clearly we cannot do this in our own strength. This is a God-sized project, but one that we are called to do. Forgiveness is not putting on a false smile and acting as if all is okay when we have merely stuffed the problem inside of us. To forgive someone who has deeply hurt us requires the power of God. Tell God that you are desperate for Him to come in and give you the power to forgive. Forgiveness is not a feeling; it is not forgetting; and it is not excusing. It is a decision to act; a decision not to dwell on it, just as God said He chose not to remember our sins anymore. He hasn’t forgotten them; He chooses not to dwell on them. When the thoughts of the incident come into our minds, it may be helpful to pray for the person and remember something positive about her. Forgiveness acknowledges that there was an offense. But it is a choice to let it go. 
Daily I sin against God. One sin that God has been working with me on this year is lack of faith. I fail to trust God and His faithfulness and His power, and I worry or fret instead. I find myself up during the night thinking about the problem. What if God said, “That’s it, Kay. You have given others the wrong impression about me by acting this way. You act as if I have no power and do not care about you. I have forgiven you for this before but this is the last straw. You have done this 500 times in the last year. That is it. Too many. I forgive you in that you are still part of my kingdom and you are my child, but our relationship is over. You can no longer come to me in prayer or even worship. I refuse to accept your presence in the church anymore.” What kind of forgiveness is that? Yet, that is what we do to others, far too often, thinking that we have forgiven.
God is gracious. His forgiveness does not depend upon our deserving it but upon His grace. That is how we are to forgive others. What is the heavenly perspective? It is that unforgiveness shows the world a lie about God. We are not showing His character and His glory when we refuse to forgive as He forgave us. 
As v. 17 tells us, dressing up necessitates putting on the qualities that give glory to Jesus. Everything we do must reflect who He is and what He is like. When I do not forgive, or when I do not serve others but myself, I do not show forth God’s character. I am not dressing appropriately for my home, for who I am, or for whose I am. I am trying to wear old and dirty clothes on top of the new person that I am instead of dressing in the new qualities of heaven. 
As women, we often notice clothes before anything else about someone. We realize that clothes indicate something about the person who wears them. Let’s be sure that the message we are giving out through the attitudes and actions that we wear truly reflect who and whose we are. Dress up spiritually in a way that is appropriate to your home, to who you are, to whose you are. Take off the old and dirty and put on the clean and new that glorifies Jesus. Don’t look to others like I look to you today!
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