Are You Prepared?
Throughout the Katrina tragedy we have watched and heard the accounts of victims’ lives made worse because those whom they expected to be prepared to meet the emergency were not ready and organized to do so. I am not sure whose fault that was; probably all levels of government deserve some blame. Despite years of warnings that New Orleans could be destroyed by flood because of being below sea level, no one truly prepared for that eventuality. There seemed to be no plan to put in motion and no one in charge to make a plan. It is almost as if no one really believed that the Big One would ever come. Even those who stayed to weather the storm were not always well prepared. I found a checklist for hurricane preparation. 
· An out-of-state friend or family member to use as a contact person should you be separated from your family.

· Plan for your pets

· Battery-powered radio

· Disaster kit including things such as—

· One gallon of water per person per day for at least 3-7 days

· Non-perishable food

· Blankets/pillows

· First aid, medicines, prescriptions

· Cash

· Important documents

· Special items for babies and the elderly

The New Orleans area has been repeated told that their prepared ess should involve putting these items and an ax in the attic in case their homes are flooded. Also, they have been told to bring about three days of food and water with them to the Superdome.

In contrast to the lack of a plan in Louisiana, I have to hand it to Houston. Apparently they believed that the Big One could hit there and in Galveston. Long ago they devised a plan to house people in the Astrodome and were willing to use their own plan to help another city in trouble.

One city was prepared. Another city was unprepared.

In a similar way we must ask ourselves if we are prepared for life’s emergencies. Are you prepared?
Why do we need to prepare? 

Because of sin, our world is fallen and broken. That affects not only the hearts of people but also the course of nature. So we can say that this fallen world is full of floods, as a metaphor for all kinds of disasters, caused by both nature and people.

Rom. 8:18-22 NET: “For I consider that our present sufferings cannot even be compared to the glory that will be revealed to us. For the creation eagerly waits for the revelation of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility—not willingly but because of God who subjected it—in hope that the creation itself will also be set free from the bondage of decay into the glorious freedom of God’s children. For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers together until now.”

Both people and creation long for the time when we will be restored to the perfection of the original creation. There will be a day when all is put right and no longer will everything, both nature and people, be broken.

Jesus said in John 16:33, “In the world you have trouble and suffering, but take courage—I have conquered the world.”
We must prepare because we cannot escape this fact. Whoever we are and whatever our situations, we will have some of the floods of life come in. If we have failed to heed the warnings and adequately prepare for the future, we may be overcome by the flood. We have a choice, to prepare and be ready to persevere through the floods of life or to stick our heads in the sand and be overwhelmed by them.
If we understand why we must prepare, we are ready to consider how to prepare.
The first way to prepare is to walk in the clouds. Now that is the name of our study of Colossians for this fall. What do I mean by walking in the clouds? 

In Col. 3:2 NET we read, “Keep thinking about the things above, not things on the earth.” This book calls us to continually look at life by seeking God’s perspective, by seeing the eternal and heavenly in the midst of all things. That is what I mean when I use the metaphor of walking in the clouds.
We must realize that we have a limited vision of reality. We can only see in part what is happening. God alone has the full picture of what is happening around us and how it fits into the future.

Isaiah 55:8-9 NASB: “’For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,’ declares the LORD. ‘For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.’”
We are like children who watch a movie and believe that what we see is reality when reality is that it was created by using special effects. The children interpret reality by their experiences and their senses because he cannot understand what is going on behind the scenes. 

If we want to be prepared, we must understand that we can never be prepared for the flood unless we realize that God alone has the vision and perspective from which we view the reality of the situation.
So to walk in the clouds, we must seek God’s perspective on life. 

So how do we get God’s vision and perspective of the situation? How can we walk in the clouds rather than be tied down to the earth? We do it by seeking God’s perspective in His Word. Because God’s ways and thoughts are higher than ours, we can’t know His perspective by using our own logic. He has to tell us about His purposes. We are dependent upon Him to reveal the truth of the situation to us. 

2 Peter 1:20-21: “But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.”
The Bible is not what people wrote out of their own thoughts and experiences. God spoke through them. God moved their hearts through His Spirit and the result was the very word of God. When we study the Bible we get a glimpse of God’s eternal perspective. We understand what reality is rather than interpret our experiences through our own thoughts.
If we want to be ready, to be prepared for the hard situations that we must face in life, we must be prepared by the Scriptures. They prepare us by giving us the truth about God and about us. We are able to see the reality from the clouds that helps us think in ways that God thinks rather than in the ways that the world thinks about life. God’s word prepares us for whatever we face in life. Without it we are not equipped. We are about as ready to face life and the work that God has for us as the city of New Orleans was for Hurricane Katrina. When that happens and the flood hits, we fail the test.
God has revealed what we need to know in the Scriptures. He doesn’t tell us everything, but He tells us all we really need to know. Some of you want the answers to every question you have about every situation. God doesn’t do that because we need to learn to walk by faith. If He told us everything, we would not need faith. But He tells us enough about Himself that we learn to trust Him by seeing His perspective from the clouds. 

Deut. 29:29: “Secret things belong to the LORD our God but those that are revealed belong to us and to our descendants forever so that we might obey all the words of this law.” 

God has secrets. He chooses not to tell us everything. But we do have enough revealed knowledge to help us follow God all the days of our lives. We can see through the mirror darkly with enough faith to trust in what we can see from the clouds.
If we are going to seek God’s perspective through His word, we must work at it. 
2 Timothy 2:15 NASB: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.”  

The Greek word diligent means to use speed, to make every effort to do one’s best, to be prompt or earnest, to be eager.
It’s interesting how the meaning of the Greek word involves speed, every effort, eagerness. If we are truly preparing for life’s floods, we need to make every effort because it is a serious matter to face a flood. We must be prompt about preparing because we don’t know when the flood may hit.

If we are to be prepared for it, we not only must seek God’s eternal perspective in His word, we must also practice walking with eyes of faith. It is not enough to know truth. We must live it. We must trust God in our everyday situations, at work and at home. We must believe that He is at work even when we cannot see what He is doing. We must believe that Romans 8:28 is true, that God is working all things together for the good of those who love Him. We must walk in faith when we don’t get the promotion we deserve, when our family money situation is tight, and when the day falls apart. Then, as we practice believing God in the midst of the smaller things, we are preparing to walk with eyes of faith in the big things, when the flood comes close to overwhelming us. At that point it is too late to learn to walk by faith. 
Walking with eyes of faith means that we not only study the Scriptures but we believe that God wrote them to apply to us. It means that we obey what we learn. We do not diligently study simply for the sake of knowledge.

James 1:21-15 NASB: “Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls. But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.”

Sometimes when I get up in the morning I avoid looking in the mirror because I don’t want to know how bad I look since I don’t intend to do anything about it for a while. I just want to chill a bit, sit and drink coffee, read the paper and wake up. Then, when I will finally go take a look, I begin, as best I can, to fix what horrors I see there. 

It is scary to look in God’s mirror and do nothing about it. The word of God is not designed for just looking and knowing what is there. It is purposed for us to change by it. We are supposed to do something. If we want to truly be prepared for the flood, we not only read the Bible and believe it, but we act on it in faith. We walk on another plane because we have seen its truth. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 NASB: “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”

God intends for His word to move our hearts and show us how to live. We see here that God’s word is not only for doctrine or teaching, but it is also for reproof and correction. We are to look at it and do something about the truth that it reveals.  That is what equips us for walking in faith day by day.

We walk by faith when we look to God’s word for our answers, realizing that He has the full picture that we don’t have.

Psalm 119:24 NET: “Yes, I find delight in your rules; they give me guidance.” 

Psalm 119:105 NASB says, “Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.”

Because the Scriptures reveal God’s perspective, they guide our way. We are not without a light to help us find out way through the darkness. But we have to be diligently putting it in all along. Waiting until the flood comes means that we are not prepared and will fail.

So we prepare for the floods of life as we walk in the clouds by seeking God’s perspective on life by diligently studying God’s word and practicing walking with eyes of faith. 
How else do we prepare? We build relationships in a spiritual community. 

1 Cor. 12 speaks of the church in a metaphorical sense as a body. In 12:26 we see the loving support of that body: “If one member suffers, everyone suffers with it. If a member is honored, all rejoice with it.” 

Romans 12:15 says, “Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.” 

If there is one thing that we learn from this literal flood that has happened in New Orleans it should be the importance of community outside of the flood waters. The victims are totally dependent upon the support and help of others in order to survive the devastation in their lives. Those with family outside of New Orleans have someone to keep them and to care for them.
We, too, cannot deal with the floods of life alone. God has designed us as spiritual beings to have spiritual support from His people when we deal with the difficulties of life. All of the one another verses in the Bible show us that we are meant for community. We are to love one another, to care for one another, to pray for one another, to challenge one another to grow, to encourage one another, and even to call one another to repentance when necessary. 
Gal. 6:2 NET says, “Carry one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
We are here together as community. Your small group can be that spiritual community. Committing to grow together studying God’s word will help prepare you to support one another with God’s perspective when the flood comes.

As I look back on my own life, I see how God prepared me for some storms in exactly the ways I have mentioned today. Even though I grew up in church memorizing verses and hearing all the Bible stories in Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, I never really studied the Bible for myself. I knew the stories but had never grasped the big picture of God’s perspective. I didn’t begin to know anything about God’s word for myself until I was 30 years old. At that time I joined my first women’s small group Bible study. I began to see God’s perspective and to practice walking by faith in things such as trusting God’s protection for my two small children. I began to build spiritual relationships within that small group of women. Within two years a storm hit. My father was found to have cancer, and he died within a few months. Because God had been preparing me, I weathered the storm and walked by faith through it. I depended upon the friends whom I had made in that group to encourage and pray for me. Now don’t misunderstand; it was a very hard time. I grieved greatly over the loss of my father, whom I would consider my hero. Walking on the clouds does not mean that the flood doesn’t harm you. But you make it through with your faith intact.
Ladies, you never know what circumstances are just ahead of you. You never know when the flood will come and wash away your life as you now know it. What you can know is that the floods will come because in our broken and fallen world they will affect all of our lives. 

We must prepare because we realize that we have limited vision and need God’s perspective if we are to survive. We must be immersed in God’s word to get His perspective, the perspective of reality. We must walk in that truth by faith, letting it transform us. We must build relationships within a spiritual community for the support and care that we need. Then, we face the flood in trust and in faith as we look at the bigger picture of life.

Let’s pray that God will give us the discipline and the perseverance to make it through this study, with diligence and transformation as we build relationships with one another so that we will be prepared for whatever comes upon us. 
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