The King is Coming
An Anchor for the Soul Week 7 Lesson
First, let’s review our icons for each book:
We used the backpack to represent Jonah, the runaway prophet.
The wedding rings symbolized Hosea, which teaches us about God’s eternal love—that He loves us, no matter what.
For Amos we used the statue of justice, which has scales and is blindfolded, because God is just and expects us to be just.
We represented Micah with the Coke logo of the real thing, to represent God’s call for our worship to be real.
For Habakkuk we had a picture of a lighthouse to represent God as our trust in difficult times.
Lamentations was symbolized by a crying man showing the grief that sin and judgment bring.
The first five of these prophets, Jonah through Habakkuk, warned of coming judgment in the form of destruction and exile. In Lamentations we read descriptions of how those prophetic warnings actually came to pass. The writer grieved over the destruction of Jerusalem and the exile of its people. 

This week we are glancing at the three post-exilic prophets. They wrote after a remnant of the people returned to the land of their fathers, the land promised to them by God. 

Look at the bottom of your handout where I have put a list of some important post-exilic dates. King Cyrus of Persia made a decree in 538 B.C. that all captive peoples could return to their homelands, but only a remnant ever returned to the land of Israel. The three prophets that we are considering today all spoke to those who made it back in the first of three major returns. The returns under Ezra and Nehemiah came later, years after Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi preached.  
Most of us are familiar with the legend of Robin Hood. If you remember, he was actually an English nobleman who became an outlaw in order to fight the injustices done by those in power. King Richard the Lionhearted of England was off fighting in the Crusades, leaving the country in the hands of his brother, Prince John. Instead of ruling the land in justice and righteousness, the prince and his right-hand man, the Sheriff of Nottingham, were taking advantage of the people by taxing and taking what little they owned. 

Because Robin Hood believed that the King would return and make all things right, he acted in faith on behalf of the king. He remained loyal to the king and his values while others were in control of the land. At the end of whatever tale of Robin Hood you hear, King Richard returns and dispenses justice. All is made right.

That is what the Old Testament promised to the Jews. It promised a descendant of King David who would come, dispense justice, right all wrongs, and return glory to Israel. In the meantime the Jews were to live in light of that hope. They were to live out their faith that God’s promises would be fulfilled, that the King was indeed coming.   

Let’s look back at a few of the promises that God gave them before they were exiled from the land. We have read many of these as we have gone through our excerpts in the prophets. I had a long list of passages to read, but we can’t go through them all in our limited time so I have chosen a few. 
Isaiah 41:8-14 (NET):

“You, my servant Israel,

Jacob whom I have chosen,

offspring of Abraham my friend,

you whom I am bringing back from the earth’s extremities,

and have summoned from the remote regions –

I told you, “You are my servant.”

I have chosen you and not rejected you.

Don’t be afraid, for I am with you!

Don’t be frightened, for I am your God!

I strengthen you –

yes, I help you –

yes, I uphold you with my saving right hand!

Look, all who were angry at you will be ashamed and humiliated;

your adversaries will be reduced to nothing and perish.

When you will look for your opponents, you will not find them;

your enemies will be reduced to absolutely nothing.

For I am the Lord your God,

the one who takes hold of your right hand,

who says to you, ‘Don’t be afraid, I am helping you.’”
God promised to bring them back from exile and reduce their enemies to nothing.
Amos 9:11-12 (NET):
“In that day I will rebuild the collapsing hut of David.

I will seal its gaps,

repair its ruins,

and restore it to what it was like in days gone by. 
As a result they will conquer those left in Edom 
and all the nations subject to my rule.” 
The Lord, who is about to do this, is speaking!
David’s descendant would conquer the other nations and restore Israel to its former glory. 
Amos 9:15 (NET): 
“I will plant them on their land

and they will never again be uprooted from the land I have given them,”

says the Lord your God.
Sounds like all will be well when they return from captivity. 
Micah 7:9-13 (NET):
I must endure the Lord’s anger,

for I have sinned against him.

But then he will defend my cause, 
and accomplish justice on my behalf.

He will lead me out into the light;

I will experience firsthand his deliverance. 
When my enemies see this, they will be covered with shame.

They say to me, “Where is the Lord your God?”

I will gloat over them. 
Then they will be trampled down 
like mud in the streets.

It will be a day for rebuilding your walls;

in that day your boundary will be extended. 
In that day people will come to you 
from Assyria as far as Egypt,

from Egypt as far as the Euphrates River, 
from the seacoasts and the mountains. 
The earth will become desolate 
because of what its inhabitants have done. 
Micah reiterated the same idea—that God would bring justice, glory, and victory to Israel.
Zephaniah 3:19-20 (NET):
“Look, at that time I will deal with those who mistreated you.
I will rescue the lame sheep 
and gather together the scattered sheep.

I will take away their humiliation

and make the whole earth admire and respect them. 
At that time I will lead you –

at the time I gather you together. 
Be sure of this! I will make all the nations of the earth respect and admire you when you see me restore you,” says the Lord.

Again, Israel could expect re-gathering and glory. 

Jer.33:14-17 (NET): 
“I, the Lord, affirm: ‘The time will certainly come when I will fulfill my gracious promise concerning the nations of Israel and Judah.  In those days and at that time I will raise up for them a righteous descendant of David.

“‘He will do what is just and right in the land. Under his rule Judah will enjoy safety and Jerusalem will live in security. At that time Jerusalem will be called “The Lord has provided us with justice.” For I, the Lord, promise: “David will never lack a successor to occupy the throne over the nation of Israel.”’”
God promised that David’s descendant would rule and the land would be secure and full of justice. 

These are merely a handful of the many, many promises in the Old Testament. 
So what happened? Think about the situation upon their return to the land. The Jews were still not in power but under the authority of a foreign nation, Persia. They were surrounded by hostile people who did not want them to succeed in reestablishing themselves in the city of Jerusalem. The books of Ezra and Nehemiah reveal that they faced challenges in everything they tried to do. They had returned to a city that had been destroyed, and they had to rebuild. 

Consider the rebuilding that the Katrina victims in New Orleans and Mississippi face even today, over a year after that storm hit. When I see the pictures on the news, I feel a sense of overwhelming sorrow for the work needed to restore their lives and homes, to basically start over.
It must have been even worse for those in Jerusalem because there was no outside help. They had to get in there and rebuild and try to restore their livelihood. They didn’t have bricks or precut wood from the lumber yard. They didn’t have grocery stores full of food. They did not have eighteen-wheelers to bring in their supplies. They had to work through all the problems and challenges themselves. 

As I prepared this lesson, it really hit me as to what they must have been expecting upon their return. We just read promise after promise from the pre-exilic prophets, saying that there would be a great day of peace and power for the people. If we had returned with them, we probably would have expected all of these promises to come to pass within a few decades, at least; and yet, they did not. Some were fulfilled: God did have mercy; He did bring them back; but the nation was never restored to its former glory with a Davidic king on the throne. 

So did God fail in His promises? No, He did not. Many of these promises are yet to be fulfilled. In the prophetic passages, there are sometimes huge gaps in time from one verse to the next. Prophecy has been described as a mountain range. As we look at it from a distance, it appears that the mountains are next to each other; however, as we get to the first peak, we see a large valley between the mountains that we could not see from the other side. Many prophetic passages appear side by side, but they do not always occur together; there is a valley of time between the verses. Presently, we are in a time gap or valley between Jesus’ first and second comings that has lasted 2,000 years. From the Old Testament prophets’ perspective, it appeared as one coming of God’s kingdom. We now know that the day when David’s descendant rules in a kingdom of glory will only come to pass when the kingdom comes upon Jesus’ return.
This wasn’t clear to the Old Testament Jews, however. They returned to the land, expecting the glory of the Davidic kingdom and the king to show up. Instead, they faced hardships, enemies, and poverty. Understandably, they lost hope and began to drift away from their fervor for God and His kingdom. 
So God once again sent prophets to the people to give them hope that indeed the King was coming; to remind them that in the meantime, they needed to be about God’s work. 
The first of these prophets, as you learned in your lesson, was Haggai. His message concerned priorities. Prioritize God’s kingdom over all else. The people needed this message because they were taking care of themselves, having abandoned the re-building of the temple. 
We are using a “to do list” as our icon of Haggai, who essentially said that God’s kingdom should be the first thing on the list.

Our passage is Haggai 1:2-11 (NET):
1:2 The Lord who rules over all says this: “These people have said, ‘The time for rebuilding the Lord’s temple has not yet come.’”  1:3 So the Lord spoke through the prophet Haggai as follows:  1:4 “Is it right for you to live in richly paneled houses while my temple is in ruins?  1:5 Here then is what the Lord who rules over all says: ‘Think carefully about what you are doing.  1:6 You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but are never filled. You drink, but are still thirsty. You put on clothes, but are not warm. Those who earn wages end up with holes in their money bags.’” 
1:7 “Moreover, the Lord who rules over all says: ‘Pay close attention to these things also.  1:8 Go up to the hill country and bring back timber to build the temple. Then I will be pleased and honored,’ says the Lord. 1:9 ‘You expected a large harvest, but instead there was little, and when you brought it home it disappeared right away.  Why?’ asks the Lord who rules over all. ‘Because my temple remains in ruins, thanks to each of you favoring his own house!  1:10 This is why the sky has held back its dew and the earth its produce.  1:11 Moreover, I have called for a drought that will affect the fields, the hill country, the grain, new wine, fresh olive oil, and everything that grows from the ground; it also will harm people, animals, and everything they produce.’” 
God made it clear that many of the hardships that they were experiencing were due to their wrong priorities. His temple was more important than their houses. The wood for their paneled houses had to be brought from great distances. They had spent much money and time on themselves rather than being concerned for God. They set aside what was truly important, God’s kingdom, to care for their own desires. Dr. Merrill speaks of the irony involved: “The more they sought self-satisfaction the less they achieved it.” (Eugene Merrill, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, 25)
We, too, often prioritize our own desires, which deal with temporal and material things, rather than prioritizing what is truly important eternally. We give our money, our talents, our time, and our attention to our own lives rather than the kingdom. 

Our world suggests that it is essential to have it all—career, money, extravagant cars, well-educated children, good-looking husbands, and large homes. Then, once we have them, we must spend our time and money managing all these things instead of focusing on advancing the kingdom of God. We use the bulk of our money being well-traveled, well-dressed, thin, fit, and beautiful and leave the leftovers for God. Our priorities become taking care of ourselves, our families, and our things rather than prioritizing God’s kingdom. 
Jesus said in Mt. 6:33 to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. In context, He told them not to worry about the physical needs of life but to trust those to God. Instead of seeking the things that pass away, we are to seek the things of God. 

Haggai tells us that since the King is coming, we are to prioritize His kingdom over all else. 

Today’s second prophet is Zechariah, Haggai’s contemporary. They preached to the same people at the same time. Zechariah’s message was one of hope. Although the people had lost hope that God would fulfill His promises to restore their nation to its greatness and bring in His kingdom on earth, Zechariah said that these promises would be fulfilled. God had not forgotten and would act on their behalf. His message was to expect the king to come and bring in the kingdom. Haggai said to prioritize the kingdom, and Zechariah said that those efforts were not in vain for God would eventually bring in His kingdom.

So many of the prophets were ignored, but Zechariah and Haggai’s messages made a difference in the lives of the people. The building of God’s temple was completed because of what they said. 

Haggai said—prioritize God’s kingdom. Zechariah said—expect the King. He gave them hope that God would fulfill His promises. And the people responded.

Our icon for Zechariah is a crown, representing the coming King, whom we now know is Jesus. 
Look at Zech. 9:9-10.

9:9 Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion!

Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!

Look! Your king is coming to you:

he is legitimate and victorious, 
humble and riding on a donkey  –

on a young donkey, the foal of a female donkey.

9:10 I will remove the chariot from Ephraim

and the warhorse from Jerusalem,

and the battle bow will be removed.

Then he will announce peace to the nations.

His dominion will be from sea to sea

and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth.

The New Testament explains that verse 9 was fulfilled when Jesus triumphally entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. (You can see this in Mt. 21:1-11). Zech. 9:10 is yet to be fulfilled. We are in the valley between the two verses. When Jesus returns to rule and reign and bring in His kingdom, we will see the fulfillment of the second verse. 
We live in the “in-between” where it is easy to lose focus and hope.
At the end of His earthly life in Mt. 25:1-13, Jesus told a parable using a bridegroom coming for his bride to picture Jesus’ own return. We don’t have time to read it all but notice v. 5:
“When the bridegroom was delayed a long time, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.” 

Because the bridegroom delayed, the people fell asleep. They lost hope of his coming and subsequently lost focus, just as the returning Jewish exiles did. 

Zechariah told them to expect the king and not to lose hope because His return was delayed. We, too, are responsible, just as the Jews were in Zechariah’s day, to continue expecting the King and not grow weary in working toward the kingdom, knowing that when He does come, His reward is with Him. 

I don’t know if you have ever been part of a business where there were inspections. Last time I went to my hairdresser, she told me that salons have to be ready for surprise inspections at any time. So, needless to say, she is making sure that all of her stuff is ready. She knows that someone will come in unannounced one day to see if the salon and the individual hairdressers are up to code. Because she expects an inspector, she remains ready and on alert, so to speak. We, too, are to be focused and on the alert for the King’s return. We are to expect His coming, and it is to motivate us to readiness at all times. 

Paul says this in 1 Cor. 15: 58, in the context of Jesus’ coming for His people: “So then, dear brothers and sisters, be firm. Do not be moved! Always be outstanding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

When we live in expectation of the King’s coming, we will abound in God’s work because we know that He will bring our reward with Him. 
The King is coming. Haggai said to be ready by prioritizing the kingdom; Zechariah said not to lose hope and grow weary but to expect the King. 
The last Old Testament prophet to write a book was Malachi, who likely preached 40-50 years after Haggai and Zechariah. Malachi’s message was to live out the kingdom life since the King is coming. He called out the people for failing to live lives that indicated that they truly believed the King was coming. They were playing at it, but not really living out the demands of the coming King. Because their lives were hypocritical, I chose a mask to represent this book. 
Similar to Micah’s message that the people’s worship was not the real thing, Malachi told them to examine their lives for religious hypocrisy instead of God’s righteousness. 
As you read, you may have noticed the pattern of the book. Over and over, God accused them of their sin or stated a truth, and they responded with a question—when or how? The verses where we see this are listed on your handout—1:2, 6, 7; 2:17; 3:6-8, 13. These were not the kinds of questions that Habakkuk asked, questions based on faith and humility. These were questions that denied their responsibility—questions that kept their masks on. 
Look at Mal. 2:13-16, which exemplifies the problem: 
2:13 You also do this: You cover the altar of the Lord with tears as you weep and groan, because he no longer pays any attention to the offering nor accepts it favorably from you. 2:14 Yet you ask, “Why?” The Lord is testifying against you on behalf of the wife you married when you were young, to whom you have become unfaithful even though she is your companion and wife by law. 2:15 No one who has even a small portion of the Spirit in him does this.  What did our ancestor do when seeking a child from God? Be attentive, then, to your own spirit, for one should not be disloyal to the wife he took in his youth.  2:16 “I hate divorce,” says the Lord God of Israel, “and the one who is guilty of violence,” says the Lord who rules over all. “Pay attention to your conscience, and do not be unfaithful.”
Their hearts and lives were not about God’s kingdom, but they refused to see it. They thought that their outward show of offering and sacrifice in the temple was enough, but they were hypocrites. They outwardly worshipped while being unfaithful to their promises to God by divorcing their Jewish spouses. I want you to notice that God paralleled divorce with violence against their wives, which means that He hates physical abuse just as much. So often we hear only about God’s heart toward divorce; in fact, many men have bullied their wives into staying in a physically abusive situation by quoting God’s words about divorce. But God hates abuse. We need to be sure that women know this and don’t sit by and allow it to happen. If you find yourself in that situation, don’t ignore the problem but get help. Do not allow him to sin against you in this way.  

This is only one example in Malachi of how the people were wearing masks, blaming God when things didn’t go well instead of recognizing their own hypocrisy. We must check our own lives for religious hypocrisy. Does the practice of our lives match the demands of the kingdom? Does the reality of our private lives hide behind masks of church participation, even Bible study?
Just as Robin Hood lived in light of the King’s return, we, too, are called to live out the kingdom life in light of the fact that the King is coming. Knowing that, we willingly prioritize the kingdom over our own personal desires, we live in expectation of the King’s arrival, and we live out the values of the kingdom so that we are not ashamed when we see Him. 

Let’s pray that God will continue to challenge us to live out our lives in light of the coming of the King. 
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