Hosea: Loved—No Matter What!
An Anchor for the Soul Lesson 2

I have already heard from some of you this week that you found your homework challenging. As I mentioned when we began this study, the prophets can be difficult to comprehend! Hang in there if you had a hard time! God has so much to teach us from the prophets. Some passages will be easier, and some of them will be more difficult, but all will help us know our God and anchor our souls in Him when we encounter life’s difficulties! 

Last week I told you that we would have a picture, sort of a computer icon, for each prophet to help us remember the message of the book. Does anyone remember our first picture? It was a backpack, representing Jonah as the runaway prophet. Jonah’s story taught us that running away from God was foolish, but that God is merciful to all. 

This week we studied the first three chapters of Hosea. I chose to use a set of wedding rings to represent this book. 

Rings from ancient times have symbolized something everlasting. All over the world they are used in wedding ceremonies to represent the marriage commitment. Just as rings have no end, the new husband and wife are making promises that are to last for the rest of their lives. Marriage is a sacred institution that involves vows, not just to one another, but before God. We promise to love, to cherish, and to forsake all others. We commit to remain faithful to our spouses and treat them in love for the rest of our lives. 

The book of Hosea is about a wife who broke her wedding vows and a husband who loved her anyway. She was loved no matter what! 
We are going to look at two things today. First, we are going to see how God used Hosea to illustrate His own unconditional love for Israel. Second, we are going to see that God extends that same unconditional love to you and to me.  
Open your Bibles to the book of Hosea. 

You read about Hosea’s illustration of God’s unconditional love. Why did God ask him to do that? I think that God needed a visual picture of His love because we are wired to be impacted in a greater way by something visual. We are more impressed by what we see on the news than by the stories we merely hear. Think of the most memorable moments in history since you have been born. Those caught visually stay with us longer: the assassination of JFK, the Challenger explosion, the 9/11 attack. 
Well, God, being the Creator of those tendencies, sometimes asked His prophets to do strange things to visually represent His message. The prophet Ezekiel was the weirdest of the group. If we ran into him in Dallas today, we would truly believe that he needed institutionalization. Before the city of Jerusalem was destroyed, God told Ezekiel to lie on his left side for 390 days and then on his right side for 40 days. He had to be bound with ropes so that he couldn’t turn.  All of this was to represent the years of the sin of the nations of Israel and of Judah. 

Another time, God had Ezekiel cut off his hair and beard, dividing it into 3 parts. He had to burn the first part in public to represent the third of Jerusalem’s population that would die by fire. He had to cut the second portion with a sword as he walked around the city, to represent the third of the city’s population which would be killed by the sword. The final 1/3 had to be scattered to the wind, representing those who fled everywhere. 

I don’t know about you, but I would definitely remember this odd man running around the city cutting his hair and beard into little pieces with a sword, or lying on his side for a year and a third, better than if he simply gathered a crowd and told us what God planned to do! And if I saw this happen, I would tell the story to everyone I knew. This was a great way for God to get His message out! 
Hosea was one of those prophets through which God taught a visual lesson. His actions may not have been as publicly strange as Ezekiel’s, but his situation had to be more personally painful! Sometimes, even in our lives, it is in the greatest heartache and pain that God is best seen in us. It was through Hosea’s sad marital situation that God’s love could truly be understood! 
The first thing that we learn from Hosea about unconditional love is that it continues despite unfaithfulness. 

Hosea 1:2; 2:5: 3:1 (NET)
1:2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, he said to him, “Go marry a prostitute who will bear illegitimate children conceived through prostitution, because the nation continually commits spiritual prostitution by turning away from the Lord.”
2:5 For their mother has committed adultery; 

she who conceived them has acted shamefully. 

For she said, “I will seek out my lovers; 

they are the ones who give me my bread and my water, 

my wool, my flax, my olive oil, and my wine.
3:1 The Lord said to me, “Go, show love to your wife again, even though she loves another man and continually commits adultery. Likewise, the Lord loves the Israelites although they turn to other gods and love to offer raisin cakes to idols.”
Forsaking all others is at the heart of the marriage covenant. In Old Testament times, a spouse who broke that promise was stoned because of the seriousness of breaking those vows. There are two pictures here: Gomer, as Hosea’s unfaithful wife, pictured the unfaithfulness of God’s spiritual wife Israel; Hosea pictured the unconditional love of God that continues despite unfaithfulness. God loves, no matter what!  

We see here in Hosea 3:1 that God loved Israel the same way. Often in Scripture God illustrated His covenant relationship with His people by paralleling it with marriage. Both involve deep commitment and faithfulness. The book of Exodus relates the story of God and Israel entering covenant. 
Exodus 19:3-8 
19:3-8  Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, “Thus you will tell the house of Jacob, and declare to the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt and how I lifted you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. And now, if you will diligently listen to me and keep my covenant, then you will be my special possession out of all the nations, for all the earth is mine, and you will be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you will speak to the Israelites.”

So Moses came and summoned the elders of Israel. He set before them all these words that the Lord had commanded him, and all the people answered together, “All that the Lord has commanded we will do!” So Moses brought the words of the people back to the Lord.
The Ten Commandments in Ex. 20 laid out the basic principles of the covenant:
Exodus 20:1-6: God spoke all these words: “I, the Lord, am your God, who brought you from the land of Egypt, from the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above or that is on the earth beneath or that is in the water below. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I, the Lord, your God, am a jealous God, responding to the transgression of fathers by dealing with children to the third and fourth generations of those who reject me, and showing covenant faithfulness to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.
As the covenant between God and the Jews involved being faithful to God as their only God, a marriage covenant involves vows of faithfulness between spouses. The people of Israel agreed to these promises with God, just as marriage partners agree to a covenant with one another. A covenant is the most solemn binding agreement that two people can make, in part because it involves vows to each other as well as to God. 
In Hosea God spelled out how the people had been unfaithful to their promised exclusivity to Him: 
Hosea 4:12-13; 11:1-2. 
4:12-13 They consult their wooden idols, 

and their diviner’s staff answers with an oracle.

The wind of prostitution blows them astray;

they commit spiritual adultery against their God.

They sacrifice on the mountaintops, 

and burn offerings on the hills;

they sacrifice under oak, poplar, and terebinth,

because their shade is so pleasant.

As a result, your daughters have become cult prostitutes,

and your daughters-in-law commit adultery! 

11:1-2 When Israel was a young man, I loved him like a son,

and I summoned my son out of Egypt.

But the more I summoned them,

the farther they departed from me.

They sacrificed to the Baal idols

and burned incense to images.

What else do we learn about unconditional love though Hosea’s life? We learn that it not only continues despite unfaithfulness but that it is tough. Sometimes true love takes difficult action for the best of its beloved. 

We see this in Hosea’s treatment of Gomer. 

Hosea 2:2. 
2:2 Plead earnestly with your mother 

(for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband), 

so that she might put an end to her adulterous lifestyle, 

and turn away from her sexually immoral behavior.

This verse appears to deal with Hosea’s relationship with Gomer as well as God’s relationship with Israel. It suggests that there had been a divorce since there was no longer a husband/wife relationship. There came a time when Hosea let his wife go so that she would learn from his tough love. God did the same with His people.
Read Hosea 2:6-9, 12. 

2:6-9 Therefore, I will soon fence her in with thorns; 

I will wall her in so that she cannot find her way.

Then she will pursue her lovers, but she will not catch them; 

she will seek them, but she will not find them. 

Then she will say,

“I will go back to my husband, 

because I was better off then than I am now.”

Yet until now she has refused to acknowledge that I was the one

who gave her the grain, the new wine, and the olive oil; 

and that it was I who lavished on her the silver and gold – 

which they used in worshiping Baal!

Therefore, I will take back my grain during the harvest time 

and my new wine when it ripens;

I will take away my wool and my flax 

which I had provided in order to clothe her.

2:12 I will destroy her vines and fig trees, 

about which she said, “These are my wages for prostitution 

that my lovers gave to me!”

I will turn her cultivated vines and fig trees into an uncultivated thicket, 

so that wild animals will devour them.

God let consequences fall on His people because of His unconditional love. Following other gods was not the best for them. They thought that those gods were giving them all of their plenty and their success, but it was the true God who was their Provider. So in order to show them the foolishness of what they were doing, God simply quit supplying their needs and let them wait on their gods to provide; but of course, they could not. God showed them that their prayers were not being answered by someone else. They lived out the consequences of their wrong beliefs. 
The first part of Hosea 8:7 is one of my favorites concerning God’s tough love. 

They sow the wind,

and so they will reap the whirlwind!

They reaped what they had sown! I understand it this way. For a long time Israel worshipped gods other than Yahweh, the true creator God. And God was merciful and gracious and provided for them anyway. But now He planned to remove His hand of mercy and allow them to reap what they had sown. Let these other gods provide for them since they are the ones being worshipped.

But remember this is all in love. They were loved—no matter what! It was a love that continued despite unfaithfulness and a love that was tough. But it was also a love that redeemed and restored. 
Read Hosea 3:1-3.
The Lord said to me, “Go, show love to your wife again, even though she loves another man and continually commits adultery. Likewise, the Lord loves the Israelites although they turn to other gods and love to offer raisin cakes to idols.” So I paid fifteen shekels of silver and about seven bushels of barley to purchase her. Then I told her, “You must live with me many days; you must not commit adultery or have sexual intercourse with another man, and I also will wait for you.”
Hosea had divorced Gomer and let her go to her lovers. In time she ended up in the slave market, up for sale. Hosea bought Gomer from the slave market & restored her as his wife.
What a picture of unconditional love, being loved—no matter what! 

The word “redeem” means to buy back. Gomer was Hosea’s wife and they belonged to one another. To get her back, he had to buy her out of slavery. 

In the same way, God promised to redeem and restore Israel to its relationship with Him. 

Hosea 2:14-23

However, in the future I will allure her; 

I will lead her back into the wilderness, 

and speak tenderly to her. 

From there I will give back her vineyards to her, 

and turn the “Valley of Trouble” into an “Opportunity for Hope.” 

There she will sing as she did when she was young, 

when she came up from the land of Egypt.

“At that time,” declares the Lord, 

“you will call, ‘My husband’; 

you will never again call me, ‘My master.’

For I will remove the names of the Baal idols from your lips, 

so that you will never again utter their names!”

“At that time I will make a covenant for them with the wild animals, 

the birds of the air, and the creatures that crawl on the ground. 

I will abolish the warrior’s bow and sword

– that is, every weapon of warfare– from the land, 

and I will allow them to live securely.”
I will commit myself to you forever; 

I will commit myself to you in righteousness and justice, 

in steadfast love and tender compassion.

I will commit myself to you in faithfulness; 

then you will acknowledge the Lord.”

“At that time, I will willingly respond,” declares the Lord.

“I will respond to the sky, 

and the sky will respond to the ground; 

then the ground will respond to the grain, the new wine, and the olive oil; 

and they will respond to ‘God Plants’ (Jezreel)! 

Then I will plant her as my own in the land. 

I will have pity on ‘No Pity’ (Lo-Ruhamah). 

I will say to ‘Not My People’ (Lo-Ammi), ‘You are my people!’ 

And he will say, ‘You are my God!’”

These promises of future restoration for God’s people are precious. I hope that you noted the kindness and tenderness of God’s love for them. These words have not been totally fulfilled yet. But the day will come when even the land of Israel will enjoy peace. Although God told them that He was distancing Himself from them and they were no longer His people, He promised that a day would come when that would be rescinded. Again, they would be His people, just as the day came when Gomer was again Hosea’s wife. 
Hosea 11:8-11 also speaks of God’s reconciliation with Israel:
How can I give you up, O Ephraim?

How can I surrender you, O Israel?

How can I treat you like Admah?

How can I make you like Zeboiim?

I have had a change of heart!

All my tender compassions are aroused! 

I cannot carry out my fierce anger!

I cannot totally destroy Ephraim!

Because I am God, and not man – the Holy One among you – 

I will not come in wrath!

He will roar like a lion, 

and they will follow the Lord;

when he roars, 

his children will come trembling from the west.

They will return in fear and trembling

like birds from Egypt,

like doves from Assyria,

and I will settle them in their homes,” declares the Lord.

Despite God’s determination to love with tough love by letting His people go their own way and suffering the consequences of their unfaithfulness to Him, He could not let them go forever because of His unconditional love. He promised to heal them and bring them back to the land in peace and prosperity. Can’t you feel God’s pain from being rejected?
God loves no matter what. He loves despite unfaithfulness. He loves with tough love for the best of His beloved, and He loves enough to redeem and restore. 

God extends this same kind of unconditional love to you and to me. We need that kind of love as much as the people of Israel did. In sin and rebellion we have all left the God who made and loved us. 
Isaiah 53:6 a-b

All of us had wandered off like sheep;

each of us had strayed off on his own path,

God designed us for relationship with Him, but we rebelled and turned away, thinking that we could run our own lives without interference from Him. We thought that life without God’s rules and God’s plans would be the better way to go. That is sin. Our choice to run our own lives and to go our own way is sin. That decision to break that relationship and seek other gods instead is sin. 
So because we were lost, having chosen to wander away, God came to us to woo us back into relationship with Him. 

Read John 1:9-14.

The true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was created by him, but the world did not recognize him. He came to what was his own, but his own people did not receive him. But to all who have received him – those who believe in his name– he has given the right to become God’s children – children not born by human parents or by human desire or a husband’s decision, but by God.

Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We saw his glory – the glory of the one and only, full of grace and truth, who came from the Father.

Jesus was God Himself who came into the world to woo us back and to make a way for you and me to be restored to the relationship with God that we were designed for. We see how He did this in the last part of the verse in Isaiah that we read a minute ago.

Isaiah 53:6 
All of us had wandered off like sheep;

each of us had strayed off on his own path,

but the Lord caused the sin of all of us to attack him.

We read the same thing in John 3:16.
John 3:16
For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
Look at Romans 6:23.
For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Jesus bought us as His own, redeeming us and reconciling us to relationship with God. He did that by dying on the cross in our place to pay for those sins for which we earned death. Romans 6:23 says that the wages of sin is death, meaning separation from relationship with God now and forever. That was what we earned by choosing to align our lives somewhere other than with God. But God made a way back through Jesus’ death. He restores us to the relationship with Him that we were always meant to have. 
That relationship is a gift, which we can do nothing to earn. Good deeds can never bring us back to God. There was no way that Gomer could make up for her actions against Hosea. Only Hosea could act to bring her back in forgiveness and restoration. 

You read in Psalm 103 about the totality of God’s forgiveness. We see the same thing in Hebrews 10:10-18.

By his will we have been made holy through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest stands day after day serving and offering the same sacrifices again and again – sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when this priest had offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, he sat down at the right hand of God, where he is now waiting until his enemies are made a footstool for his feet. For by one offering he has perfected for all time those who are made holy. And the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us, for after saying, “This is the covenant that I will establish with them after those days, says the Lord. I will put my laws on their hearts and I will inscribe them on their minds,” then he says, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no longer.” Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.

Our forgiveness and restoration to relationship with God are total. There is nothing else to add to it; there is nothing to take it away. We are loved by God—no matter what! 

When we enter that relationship, though, God continues to love us with an unconditional love. That means that there are times when His love is tough. There are times when for our best, He allows us to live out the consequences of our choices. We saw that last week in Jonah and will continue to see it over and over in the Scriptures. 

But that discipline is from the loving hand of God the Father, who loves us as the perfect father would. We read the verses last week in Hebrews 12:4-13 and will not read them again. But we must know that God’s unconditional love means that He loves us enough to make us live out consequences. Nothing we do can alter our relationship with Him once it has been restored. But we should fear the consequences that can come if we pull away from the God who loves us. 

What we should never fear, though, is to lose God’s love. It is truly unconditional. We are loved—no matter what! 
Because of God’s unconditional love, He not only is with us today, every day calling us to spend time with Him and relate in worship to Him, but He has also planned a glorious future together with us. Just as he promised to restore Israel in the future, He has made us some great promises as well.

Revelation 21:1-7
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and earth had ceased to exist, and the sea existed no more. And I saw the holy city – the new Jerusalem – descending out of heaven from God, made ready like a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: “Look! The residence of God is among human beings. He will live among them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death will not exist any more – or mourning, or crying, or pain, for the former things have ceased to exist.”

And the one seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new!” Then he said to me, “Write it down, because these words are reliable and true.” He also said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the one who is thirsty I will give water free of charge from the spring of the water of life. The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be my son.

We not only enjoy God today in this world, spending time relating to Him as our God and as our constant companion, but we also will enjoy a place where the heartaches of this world will finally be over. There will be no more sickness, death, crying or pain. Peace on earth will finally become a reality. God wants to be with you forever! 
God’s unconditional love is the forever kind—no matter what! This is not the world’s perspective of love or marriage. This clip from Gone with the Wind illustrates the world’s thinking about love and marriage.

God is not like Rhett Butler. Rhett hung in there a long time with a wife who preferred another man, but eventually, he gave up and left her. God promises to never leave or forsake you! The rings that symbolize love that lasts for a lifetime represent an everlasting love that God extends to all people, His own creation. He loves you—no matter what!
PAGE  
14

