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Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead (John  11:1-45)

Main Point: Jesus has power over death.

Key Verse: Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in Me will live, even if he dies. And those who live and believe in Me will never die. Do you believe this?" - John 11:25-26

Materials: Three envelopes (one labeled “Jesus had power over Things”, one labeled “Jesus had power over Nature”, one labeled “Jesus had power over Sickness”); Verse Cards (for older students) or Picture Cards (for younger students).

Personal Connection:

· Say: Can you imagine being there the moment that Jesus called Lazarus out of the tomb? What would it be like to hear the power in Jesus’ voice when He called Lazarus forth and to see Lazarus alive again? Allow the group to answer.  

· Leader, please feel free to tell about a time that you witnessed God’s power.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Today’s lesson is about God’s power. It may surprise us that Jesus allowed Lazarus to die instead of healing him when he was sick. But Jesus was in control of everything. He had a very specific reason for allowing Lazarus to die. Let’s take a minute to look at the many things Jesus had done up to this point. He did many miracles that were seen by His disciples and by others. Jesus had showed His power in many ways. I have a stack of cards that tell some of the miracles He performed. For older kids, hand out Verse Cards. For younger kids, hand out Picture Cards. I would like us to read the cards out loud, and decide which category each miracle fits in. Show the three envelopes and read each category. Have older kids take turns reading their cards and deciding which envelope (or category) to place their miracle in. For younger kids, take turns calling up each child, read their card for them if needed, and ask them to decide which envelope (or category) the miracle fits into.
· When each miracle has been categorized, say: Before Lazarus became sick, the disciples and the other people around Jesus knew that Jesus had power over things, over nature, and over every type of sickness. But most of them did not yet know that Jesus had power over death! Jesus allowed Lazarus to die so He could raise him, and everyone watching would know that He was truly God. Jesus wanted to glorify His heavenly Father. He wanted people to know that God sent Him to take away their sin and conquer death.

Group Discussion:

· Read John 11:45 aloud to the group, ask:  What happened to many of the people who witnessed Jesus’ power over death that day?  Allow the group to answer. 
· Certainly it was difficult for Mary and Martha to experience the death of their brother. But in the end, it was best for them to go through this because they learned more about Jesus, and many people put their faith in Him. 

Conversation with God (Prayer):

Praise God that He has power over death. Pray that each student will understand that Jesus came to conquer the death that is the result of our sin.  Fill in prayer journal and close in prayer.
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Jesus turned water into wine.

Once more, Jesus visited Cana in Galilee.
Cana is where He had turned the water into
wine. - John 4:46a

Jesus fed 5000 people with 2 fish and 5
small loaves of bread.

Jesus healed the man who was born
blind.

Then (Jesus) spit on the ground, made mud
with the sallva, and spread the mud over the
blind man’s eyes. He told him, *Go wash
yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means
“sent”). So the man went and washed and
came back seeing! - John 9:6-7 NLT

‘The number of men among them was about
5,000. Then Jesus took the loaves and gave
thanks. He handed out the bread to those
who were seated. He gave them as much as
they wanted. And He did the same with the
fish. - John 6:10b-11

Jesus walked on water.

(The disciples) rowed three or three and a
half miles. Then they saw Jesus coming toward
the boat. He was walking on the water. They
were terrified. - John 6:19

Jesus healed a paralyzed man.

‘Then (Jesus) spoke to the man who could
not walk. "Get up," He said. "Take your mat
and go home.” The man got up and went.
home. - Matthew 9:6b-7

Jesus healed many people.

Jesus calmed the storm.

Jesus got up and ordered the winds and the
waves to stop. It became completely calm.
The disciples were amazed. They asked,
“What kind of Man is this? Even the winds
and the waves obey Him!” - Matthew 8:26b-
27

Jesus went all over Galllee. There He taught
in the synagogues. He preached the good
news of God's kingdom. He healed every
illness and sickness the people had. - Matthew
4:23

Jesus healed a man with leprosy.

Suddenly, a man with leprosy approached
Him and knelt before Him. "Lord,” the man
said, "if You are willing, You can heal me and
make me clean.” Jesus reached out and
touched him. "I am willing,” He said. "Be
healed!” And instantly the leprosy
disappeared. - Matthew 8:2-3

CATEGORY KEY:

Jesus had power over Things:
Jesus turned water into wine,

Jesus fed 5,000 peaple with 2 fish
and 5 small loaves of bread.

Jesus had power over Nature:
Jesus walked on water.
Jesus calmed the storm.

Jesus had power over Sicknes:
Jesus healed a man with leprosy.
Jesus healed the man who was born blind.
Jesus healed a paralyzed man.

Jesus healed many people.
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Jesus turned water into wine.

Jesus healed a man with a
terrible skin disease.

Jesus fed 5000 people with 2
fish and 5 small loaves of bread.
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Jesus healed the man
‘who was born blind.

Jesus walked on water.

Jesus healed a man who
could not walk.

Jesus calmed the storm.

CATEGORY KEY:

Jesus had power over Things:

Jesus tured water into wine,

Jesus fed 5,000 people with 2 fish and 5
smallIoaves of bread.

Jesus had power over Nature:
Jesus walked on water.
Jesus calmed the storm,

Jesus had power over Sickness:
Jesus healed a man with a terrible skin disease.
Jesus healed the man who was born biind.
16505 healed a man who colid nat walk.




