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Jesus is the Good Shepherd (John  10)

Main Point: Jesus is a Shepherd to all who believe in Him.

Key Verse: I am the good Shepherd. I know My sheep and My sheep know Me. - John 10:14

Materials: Match Game cards

Personal Connection:

· Say: Jesus said He was the Good Shepherd. The Bible says that people are just like sheep. Left on their own, sheep wander around in every direction. When they wander off, they get lost and get injured. We are like sheep because each one of us has wandered away from God. 
· Ask: When do we wander away from God? Allow the group to answer. Say: Each time we SIN, we are deciding to do things our way instead of God’s way. But God sent Jesus to be our Shepherd.

· Leader, please feel free to tell about a time when you relied on Jesus to be your Shepherd: to lead you, to make you rest, to guide you using His word, etc.

Hands on Application: 

· Say: There are so many ways that Jesus is like a Good Shepherd to us. Can anyone remember a characteristic about sheep from the lesson? Allow the group to answer. Say: Great, now we’re going to play a game that shows us lots of ways we are like sheep and Jesus is like our Shepherd.

· Divide the group into two teams. Shuffle the Match Game cards, and lay them out, face down, in several rows. Have each team take turns turning over two cards, and reading what is written on the card. The cards are a “match” if the PICTURES match. (In each “pair,” one card describes a literal shepherd, and one card describes Jesus as the Shepherd.) If the two chosen cards do not match, turn the cards back face down in their original spot, and the other team takes a turn. If the team makes a match, they keep the cards and take another turn. The team with the most matches wins.
Group Discussion:

· Have a volunteer read Mark 6:34. Ask: What does compassion mean? Say: Compassion is feeling sorry for someone who is hurting or in need, and wanting very much to help them. Jesus cared so much about people. He did not want them wandering off and doing things their own way, so He taught them the truth about their need for a Savior, and about Himself. And Jesus did something for us that no other shepherd would do. Because He loves us so much, He died for us. He died to take away our sin and bring us back to God (Isaiah 53:6). Jesus is indeed the GOOD SHEPHERD.
Conversation with God (Prayer):

Praise God that He sent Jesus to be our Shepherd. Pray that the students would recognize the voice of Jesus, and follow Him wherever He leads.  Fill in prayer journal and close in prayer.
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The shepherd leads
his sheep to green
pastures with plenty
of fresh grass.

Jesus protects His
believers from false
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Jesus provides all of our
needs in abundance
(John10:10).

Jesus provides peace
and rest to all who
believe in Him.

Jesus gives His
followers “living water”
- the Holy Spirit

(John 7:38-39).
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