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Gideon (Judges 6 - 7)
Main Point:  God uses our weaknesses to show His glory when we realize we must depend on Him.

Key Verse: But He said to me, “My grace is all you need. My power is strongest when you are weak.” – 2 Corinthians 12:9
Materials: A lump of Play-doh, some water.

Hands on Application:

· Say: Wow! Isn’t it incredible how God used Gideon’s weaknesses to show His strength and glory? Today we’re going to see an illustration of how God does the same thing with us!

· Say: So here, I’ve got a lump of Play-doh. It doesn’t look like much, does it? Let’s say this Play-doh represents you or me. Now let’s say that one weakness of mine is that I’m not very self-confident and that I don’t think I can do anything well. Make a big indentation in the Play-doh. It seems like this weakness of mine would be a bad thing, doesn’t it? But let’s say this water represents God’s grace. This weakness of mine is an opportunity for God to fill it up with His grace! Fill the indentation with water. 

· Say: But let’s say that this weakness is even BIGGER. Let’s say that I am just the least self-confident person you have ever seen and that I am really not good at certain things. Pour the water out of the Play-doh and make the indentation even bigger. Uh-oh. This is looking like a pretty huge weakness. Is this hole too big for God to fill? No! Of course not! In fact, this bigger weakness means that God has even MORE room to fill me up with His grace! Pour water into Play-doh.

Group Discussion:
· Say: Today in the lesson, we saw how God used Gideon’s weaknesses – his lack of experience as a warrior, and his self-doubt and reluctance to trust God – and used them to fill Gideon up with His grace, just like our Play-doh. As a result, God delivered the Mideonites into Gideon’s hands and gave him the victory. God was able to take Gideon’s faults and weaknesses and use them to give Himself glory.
· Say: A lot of times, we are like Gideon. Each one of us has weaknesses, just like he did. Maybe you are afraid. Maybe you aren’t the smartest one in your class. Whatever it is, you can be sure of this: God can always take your weaknesses, fill them with His grace, and give Himself glory. Ask a volunteer to read 2 Corinthians 12:9. Your weaknesses can never be too big for God to fill, either. It just leaves more room for God to fill with even more of His grace! You are never too small or too weak for God to use to give Himself glory!

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your students will always remember that God wants to use their weaknesses to show His glory. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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  Your Cup





Peace, love and a sound mind





 Fear!








