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Solid Ground

Brett’s video introduction to this Solid Ground’s topic

You Can Help Stand to Reason

Will you help STR train the next generation with a 
generous gift today? Your ongoing support is crucial. 
With each contribution you send, you equip more and 
more people to be fruitful and effective advocates for 
Christ. Thank you for your steadfast partnership. Your 
gifts making a real difference in the lives of thousands 
– and especially children and youth. 

In this month’s Solid Ground, Stand to Reason’s student impact director, Brett 
Kunkle, explains what the trivium approach is and tells specifically how he and 
his wife, Erin, have used the tools of the trivium to disciple their own children. He 
explains the concepts, then provides concrete suggestions how you can begin to 
disciple your own children effectively with this approach.

The hard fact of the matter is this: Someone is going to disciple your child sooner 
or later because everyone is evangelizing. If you don’t do it, someone else will 
take your place, though they probably will not be training your child with your 
worldview and with your values. Brett’s article will be a great help getting you 
started.

A PRACTICAL PLAN TO EQUIP  
THE NEXT GENERATION

http://goo.gl/EADT3
http://www.str.org/training/broadcast?utm_source=ESG&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=2013sep
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stand-to-reason/id372101808?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stand-to-reason/id372101808?mt=8
http://goo.gl/A1e5ZX
http://goo.gl/XnPDUs
http://www.str.org/apps
http://www.str.org/apps
http://goo.gl/LvGBHb
http://goo.gl/TfIAml
http://goo.gl/a5pBI4
http://www.str.org/apps
http://www.str.org/videos/solid-ground-may-2016
http://store.str.org/donate.asp
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Dear Friend,

The school my girls go to is still stuck in the Middle Ages. And that’s a good thing. They attend a classical 
school following an ancient approach to children’s education called the “trivium.” 

The medievals understood that young people learn in different ways at different stages of their lives. They 
labeled these three stages of learning (the “trivium”) as the grammar stage, the logic stage, and the rhetoric 
stage. They correspond loosely to grammar school, middle school, and high school ages. Think of them as 
the “What” stage, the “Why” stage, and the “How-to” stage.

My girls have benefitted tremendously from the trivium approach (I truly can’t imagine sending them 
anywhere else), and I think this medieval method can also provide valuable insight for parents on how they 
can disciple their own children as effective ambassadors for Christ.

In this month’s Solid Ground, Stand to Reason’s student impact director, Brett Kunkle, explains what 
the trivium approach is and tells specifically how he and his wife, Erin, have used the tools of the trivium 
to disciple their own children. He explains the concepts, then provides concrete suggestions how you can 
begin to disciple your own children effectively with this approach.

The hard fact of the matter is this: Someone is going to disciple your child sooner or later because 
everyone is evangelizing. If you don’t do it, someone else will take your place, though they probably will not 
be training your child with your worldview and with your values. Brett’s article will be a great help getting 
you started.

It’s all part of our increased emphasis on equipping a new generation of ambassadors fulfilling STR’s 
vision: Confidence for every Christian, clear thinking for every challenge, and courage and grace for every 
encounter.

Will you help train the next generation with a generous gift today? 

Your ongoing support is crucial. With each contribution you send, you equip more and more people to be 
fruitful and effective advocates for Christ. 

Thank you for your steadfast partnership. You’re making a real difference in the lives of thousands – and 
especially children and youth.

For the Kingdom,

Gregory Koukl

Clear-thinking Christianity

http://www.str.org/cruise-conference
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Apologetics is not optional in a post-Christian 
culture. It’s not just for the nerdy youth group kid 
“who’s into that kind of stuff.” God is a rational God, 
and we are made in His image. Therefore, every 
student is rational by design, instinctively gathering 
reasons and evidence as they seek to make sense 
of the world around them and form a coherent 
set of beliefs about reality. As the church equips a 
new generation for the cause of Christ, we must 
begin with the conviction that apologetics is an 
indispensable tool.

Now, I’m under no false pretense that if we 
simply give students apologetics we’ll automatically 
secure their faith in Christ for a lifetime. Human 
beings are not just thinking beings; we’re emotional, 
experiential, and volitional as well. That’s why 
1 Peter 3:15 (NASB)—the apologist’s theme 
verse—begins and ends with two very important 
phrases. Peter starts with this reminder: “But sanctify 
Christ as Lord in your hearts.” Apologetics should 
be done amidst a certain kind of life, one where 
we surrender more and more of 
ourselves to Christ. When we 
do this, He transforms us. A 
life transformed by Christ 
is the requisite context 
for making “a defense to 
everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope 
that is in you.” Peter ends the verse with a 
picture of such an apologetic: it is gentle and 
respectful. 

So, while 
apologetics training 
is necessary to disciple the next generation, it 
is not sufficient by itself to form fully devoted 
followers of Jesus. However, this does not minimize 
its necessity. The mind plays a prominent role in 
our spiritual transformation—“be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2 NASB)—
and, therefore, we ignore the minds of the next 
generation to our own peril. 

A PRACTICAL PLAN TO EQUIP 
THE NEXT GENERATION

By Brett Kunkle 
This is excerpted from A New Kind of Apologist: Adopting 

Fresh Strategies, Addressing the Latest Issues, Engaging the 
Culture, edited by Sean McDowell, Harvest House Publishers. 

I grew up in a Christian home. I came to Christ 
at five and was baptized at six. My family was 
committed to the local church. My dad faithfully 
taught Sunday school, led small groups, and was 
even an elder. My mom was always involved in 
ministry as well. I grew up attending Sunday school, 
Royal Ambassadors, and Awana. As a teenager, I was 
the model youth group kid, a student leader in 
high school, and a ministry intern as a senior, even 
committing my life to full-time vocational ministry 
before I graduated. 

Then I met Dr. David Lane.

It was my freshman year in college and the 
course was Philosophy 101. Dr. Lane systematically 
dismantled the Christianity I grew up with. In class. 
In front of everyone. And I was not ready. But why 
not? I had spent the first eighteen years of my life in 
the church. Wasn’t that enough time to prepare me 
to engage the world for Christ?

Sadly, the majority of our Christian students aren’t 
ready either. They’re not prepared for the serious 
intellectual challenges awaiting them, let alone the 
barrage of moral challenges from an increasingly 
secular culture. It’s a huge reason why we continue 

to hemorrhage youth from our 
churches. 

Thank God I discovered 
apologetics amidst 
Professor Lane’s 
intellectual assault 
on my Christianity. 
Apologetics helped 

rebuild my faith in Christ, 
and I became convinced 

of its absolute necessity for 
student discipleship. That’s 

right, I said necessity. 

http://www.str.org/videos/how-should-one-combat-apathy-within-a-young-adult-training-setting#.Vv6l9se8t-A
http://www.str.org/videos/how-should-one-combat-apathy-within-a-young-adult-training-setting#.Vv6l9se8t-A
http://www.str.org/videos/how-should-one-combat-apathy-within-a-young-adult-training-setting#.Vv6l9se8t-A
http://www.str.org/videos/how-should-one-combat-apathy-within-a-young-adult-training-setting#.Vv6l9se8t-A
http://www.str.org/videos/how-should-one-combat-apathy-within-a-young-adult-training-setting#.Vv6l9se8t-A
http://www.str.org/training/speakers/brett-kunkle
http://www.str.org/articles/rethinking-youth-ministry#.Vv6lnce8t-A
http://www.str.org/articles/rethinking-youth-ministry#.Vv6lnce8t-A
http://www.str.org/articles/rethinking-youth-ministry#.Vv6lnce8t-A
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While not an exhaustive definition, it gets us 
started and highlights the three-stage pattern of 
classical education called the trivium. In the early 
years of elementary school, called the Grammar 
Stage, children’s minds are like sponges. There is 
a natural wonder at the world around them and 
a corresponding love of learning. Young children 
are primarily interested in the what questions. 
They want to know facts about the world, and they 
absorb and memorize them with ease. 

Nearing the middle-school or junior-high years, 
a student’s mind grows in its ability to analyze and 
think abstractly. During this phase, called the Logic 
Stage, students are asking the why questions. Many 
adults perceive such questioning to be a direct 
challenge to their authority, but often it’s merely 
the outworking of our natural inclination to sort 
things out for ourselves. At this stage, students want 
to know if there are good reasons to believe the so-
called facts they were given at younger ages and to 
see if those facts provide a coherent picture of the 
world. 

As students approach high school and enter 
the Rhetoric Stage, they grow in their ability to 
communicate. During this stage, students build on 
the first two stages by taking the what and the why 
and communicating what they’ve learned through 
the how-to of writing and speaking. Research, 
writing papers, giving speeches, debating and the 
like force students to articulate what they’ve come 
to believe as true. 

The medievals believed this trivium pattern 
corresponded to the universal human experience of 
learning. It accurately captures the manner in which 
young minds are best trained.3 Thus, we should take 
this ancient approach to education and breathe 
into it new life for our modern context. Indeed, the 
trivium provides us with a three-stage approach to 
discipling the next generation: 

STAGE 1: Teach the What—Grammar Stage  
(primary focus of grades 0–4)

STAGE 2: Teach the Why—Logic Stage  
(primary focus of grades 5–8)

STAGE 3: Teach the How-To—Rhetoric Stage 
(primary focus of grades 9–12)

Maybe you’re already convinced but wondering, 
“How can we effectively equip a new generation 
with apologetics?” Let me share some ideas that are 
borne out of my own experience teaching students 
as a youth pastor for eleven years, as a parent now 
for eighteen years and as Stand to Reason’s Student 
Impact director for the last twelve years. I’ve 
made plenty of mistakes in all three roles, but my 
experience has allowed me to hone an approach 
that can be effective at home, at church, at youth 
group, or in a Christian school. 

Back to the Future
Before we look forward in the formation of the 

next generation, let’s first look to the past. If we 
can lay aside what C.S. Lewis called chronological 
snobbery—“the uncritical acceptance of the 
intellectual climate common to our own age and 
the assumption that whatever has gone out of date 
is on that account discredited”1—we will discover 
long-forgotten insights to help forge a path forward. 
So for a moment, I want you to lay aside modern 
educational models and contemporary youth 
ministry approaches and programs and consider an 
ancient model.

As our oldest daughter approached the junior-
high years, my wife and I began to rethink our 
views on educating and discipling our kids. We 
were dissatisfied with things we were seeing in 
her life, not only academically, but also spiritually 
and morally. In that process of reevaluation, we 
discovered an ancient approach to education called 
“classical education,” stretching back to the Classical 
Greeks and Romans and formalized in the Middle 
Ages. Educator Susan Wise Bauer offers a concise 
description of this approach: 

Classical education depends on a three-
part process of training the mind. The early 
years of school are spent in absorbing 
facts, systematically laying the foundations 
for advanced study [Grammar Stage]. 

In the middle grades, 
students learn to 
think through 
arguments [Logic 

Stage]. In the high 
school years, 

they learn 
to express 
themselves 
[Rhetoric 
Stage]. 2

MANY ADULTS PERCEIVE SUCH QUESTIONING 
TO BE A DIRECT CHALLENGE TO THEIR 

AUTHORITY, BUT OFTEN IT’S MERELY THE 
OUTWORKING OF OUR NATURAL INCLINATION 

TO SORT THINGS OUT FOR OURSELVES.

http://www.str.org/podcasts/weekly-audio/liz-caddow-trinity-classical-academy-and-devin-smith-beacon-hill-classical-academy#.UmWtRyTB3cE
http://www.str.org/podcasts/weekly-audio/liz-caddow-trinity-classical-academy-and-devin-smith-beacon-hill-classical-academy#.UmWtRyTB3cE
http://www.str.org/podcasts/weekly-audio/liz-caddow-trinity-classical-academy-and-devin-smith-beacon-hill-classical-academy#.UmWtRyTB3cE
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2   Catechism. 
A catechism is simply a summary of Christian 

doctrine. It is generally laid out in question-answer 
format and is a fantastic tool to build a theological 
foundation in our kids. My wife and I are currently 
working our way through a children’s version titled 
First Catechism4 with our three-year-old son and 
seven-year-old daughter. We ask them a catechism 
question—“Who made you?”—and they memorize 
the answer—“God.”  Trust me. You will be astonished 
by your preschooler’s ability to memorize large 
portions of information. By having our kids 
memorize the catechism, we are pouring into them 
the raw theological material we will build upon in 
later years. My wife and I also teach the class for 
two- and three-year-olds at our local church and are 
taking them through this catechism as well. 

3   Memorization. 
Capitalize on your kids’ capabilities by having 

them memorize significant theological pieces. In 
addition to the catechism, have them memorize 
important passages of Scripture and the great creeds 
of the church. Singing praise songs and hymns is a 
great way to memorize theological content as well. 
Here is a list of ten important items to have children 
memorize: 

First Catechism

Apostles Creed

Nicene Creed

Attributes of God

Ten Commandments

Lord’s Prayer

Psalm 23

The Beatitudes 

The Great Commandment (Matthew 22:37-39)

The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20)

Sadly, this is where much of our Christian 
education stops. Whether it’s children, youth, or 
adults, we just keep teaching the what and never 
equip our people with the why. 

Outlining a general approach is vital. First, it 
keeps us from getting lost in the details of training. 
Without the big picture, we may wander aimlessly, 
looking for the latest and greatest video series or 
searching for that one comprehensive curriculum 
package. Certainly, individual tools are important, 
but we need to understand the larger strategy 
within which our tools fit and make sense. Second, 
it brings to light the requisite context for effective 
training. Apologetics is the why, but there must be 
an appropriate foundation of the what in place first 
for the why to secure it. 

So first, we must be convinced of the necessity 
of apologetics, and second, we must have a larger 
discipleship framework in place into which we 
fit apologetics. Now we’re ready to explore the 
practical how-tos. 

Stage 1: Teach the What
Before we can teach our students how to defend 

what we believe, they must know what it is we 
actually believe. They must first engage theology, the 
study of God. Apologetics is properly understood as 
a sub-branch of theology; theology is its foundation. 
When should theological training begin? As soon as 
our kids can speak.

From the youngest of ages, we need to teach 
children God’s attributes, Trinitarian doctrine, the 
deity of Christ, the meaning of the cross, the nature 
of Scripture, the nature of man, and the nature of 
the church. Grab any standard systematic theology 
and its table of contents will give you an overview 
of theological topics to teach. Of course, we need 
to communicate theology in an age-appropriate 
manner, so a child’s first exposure will be basic, 
but it will also be foundational. Just as learning 
language during the Grammar Stage of classical 
education provides the building blocks for all future 
learning, learning the language of theology builds a 
foundation for future training in apologetics. Here 
are three practical steps for this stage. 

1   Reading. 
Read, read, read. I cannot emphasize this enough. 

Start by reading to them. Read children’s Bibles, 
individual biblical stories, classical stories, and any 
Christian children’s books you can get your hands 
on. Read to them at home, at church, and at school. 
Reading is an indispensable tool in teaching theology. 
It’s no accident God gave us His Word in written 
form and not on a DVD. We want our students’ 
learning to be primarily from words, not images.

LEARNING THE LANGUAGE OF THEOLOGY 
BUILDS A FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE  

TRAINING IN APOLOGETICS.

http://www.gbt.org/text/sayers.html
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A New Kind of Apologist, Sean McDowell, Ed.,  
with contributions from Brett Kunkle and Alan Shlemon – $16.99 *NEW* 
Paperback: 304 Pages (BK409)

With contributions from more than 20 leading apologists, including STR speakers Brett Kunkle and Alan Shlemon, 
J.P. Moreland, and Jay Richards, A New Kind of Apologist is the go-to resource for effectively defending the 
Christian faith in our changing culture. In it you’ll discover:

• important topics often ignored by apologists, such as transgender issues, religious freedom, and the 
intersection of economics and apologetics

• a new kind of apologetics that is relational, gracious, and holistic
• interviews with both seasoned apologists and skeptics, providing insights into how to do apologetics 

effectively in today’s culture

A New Kind of Apologist addresses the latest issues and adopts fresh strategies to equip you to reach those 
outside the church with the liberating truth of the gospel.

Bulletproof: Fortifying Young Minds with the Truth,  
Brett Kunkle – $16.95 3-CD Audio Set with PDF Study Notes (CD294)  
Also available as MP3 download at store.str.org

Our young people are not being properly trained. Leading sociologist Christian Smith found the “vast majority” 
of American teenagers are “incredibly inarticulate about their faith, their religious beliefs and practices, and its 
meaning or place in their lives.” Simply put, our youth know nothing about what they believe. In addition, Smith 
found that students primarily leave the faith because of intellectual skepticism or doubt. So they also don’t know 
why they should believe. 

The church needs to wake up. In this series, Brett will lay out the cold hard facts about the current state of 
Christian youth. He examines the ongoing challenge of relativism, which continues to infect young minds. Finally, 
Brett lays out a practical strategy that any parent, church youth leader, or Christian educator can adapt to train 
their own students. Afterward, you’ll be ready to help your students outthink the culture for the cause of Christ.

Titles include:

• Who’s Waiting for Your Kids?
• 20 Ideas for Worldview Training
• How Relativism Infects Our Youth

Also includes Brett’s chapter (in PDF) from Apologetics for a New Generation 

Why I Am a Christian, Brett Kunkle – $9.95  
DVD Video: 57 Minutes (DVD047)  
Also available on demand for HD streaming or download at store.str.org

In this presentation, Brett examines the most common reasons Christians give for why they embrace Christianity, 
and then examines the primary reason why we ought to embrace Christianity: because Christianity is true. He 
clarifies this controversial claim and shows how the truth of religious claims must be grounded in reality. Naturally, 
such a claim is followed by questions of how we can know Christianity is true, so Brett sets out a cumulative case 
approach that takes into account the wealth of evidence for the Christian worldview.

http://goo.gl/fFQP3w
http://store.str.org/SearchResults.asp?Search=A+New+Kind+of+Apologist&Submit=Search
http://store.str.org/SearchResults.asp?Search=bulletproof&Submit=Search
http://store.str.org/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=DVD047
http://store.str.org/ProductDetails.asp?ProductCode=DVD047
http://store.str.org/SearchResults.asp?Search=A+New+Kind+of+Apologist&Submit=Search
http://store.str.org/SearchResults.asp?Search=bulletproof&Submit=Search
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I recently role-played an atheist with a group of 
adults at a local church in Southern California. An 
older gentleman began to engage me while I was 
“in character” as an atheist, telling me he had been 
a Christian for more than thirty years. He then 
began his defense of Christianity with the “God-
said-it-I-believe-it-that-settles-it” approach, stating 
emphatically that the Bible was the Word of God. I 
simply responded, “Why do you think the Bible is the 
Word of God?” Silence. He had no answer. He was 
stuck in the what and could not answer the why. 

Laying the theological 
foundation in stage one, 
the Grammar Stage, is 
just the beginning. Now 
we must move on to the 
apologetics training in 
stage two. 

Stage 2: Teach the Why
Around fourth or fifth grade, a student’s mind 

grows significantly in its capacity for abstract 
thought. As their ability to reason grows, they begin 
to transition from what questions to why questions. 
Don’t be surprised if they begin to question you 
and challenge your answers at this stage. And don’t 
be threatened by it either. Instead, capitalize on it. 
They’ve reached the Logic Stage and are now ready 
for a good dose of apologetics.5

This is the time for arguments for God’s existence, 
evidence for the resurrection of Jesus, and reasons 
why the Bible is not only historically reliable, 
but also divinely inspired. In addition, we must 
help them overcome objections to Christianity, 
such as the problem of evil and suffering, moral 
relativism, religious pluralism, and challenges to the 
Bible. When we equip them with “the reason for 
the hope” we have in Christ, we help secure the 
theological foundation of stage one and strengthen 
their confidence that Christianity is objectively true. 
Here are three practical steps for this stage.

1   Ask them questions first. 
Don’t wait for students to raise questions 

and challenges; be proactive and provoke their 
questions. Question the theological training you 
provided in stage one: “You believe God is all-
powerful and all-loving, but how do you know 
He exists in the first place?” And then wait. Let 
them struggle to answer, and then question their 
answers. Struggling can create some healthy internal 
motivation for our students to care about the 
questions and seek out satisfying answers. 

2   Never shut down their questions. 
Create a safe space for students’ doubts by 

allowing them to ask any and all questions. And 
when they ask, affirm them in their questioning. 
According to recent research by the Fuller Youth 
Institute, students who were free to express 
their doubts during high school showed greater 
faith maturity in college. 6 If you shut down their 
questions, they won’t stop questioning, they’ll just 
seek answers elsewhere—without you. 

3   Answer four key questions. 
The case for Christianity is a cumulative one. That 

means there is no apologetic silver bullet, no single 
argument that establishes the entire case. Instead, 
we must help students identify the key components 
of our cumulative case and supply them with 
the supporting reasons and evidence. Have them 
answer these four key questions to establish the 
truthfulness of Christianity: 

1. Does truth exist?

2. Does God exist?

3. Does God act (miracles)?

4. Does God speak (Scripture)?  7

The NEW Podcast  
from STR
Clear Answers in 4 MINS.

Click Here and Listen

Listen to Brett talk 
about this edition 
of Solid Ground.

A Piece of My Mind

or subscribe for later

http://www.str.org/training/student-resources
http://www.str.org/training/student-resources
http://www.str.org/training/student-resources
http://www.str.org/podcasts?utm_source=ESG&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=2013sep
http://www.strcast2.org/podcast/greg/0516sg.mp3
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By the time a student graduates from our home 
or our ministry, she must move beyond merely 
believing the truth to actually knowing the truth. 
What’s the difference? Philosophers generally 
define knowledge as justified true belief. If I know 
something, not only do I believe it to be true, but 
it’s supported by adequate reasons. The theological 
training of stage one supplies the true beliefs of 
Christian orthodoxy and the apologetic training 
of stage two provides the reasons and justification. 
Together they furnish our students with knowledge 
of the truth. 

Stage 3: Create “How-To” Experiences 
In the Rhetoric Stage—high school age, roughly—

it’s time to get the theological and apologetic 
training out of the classroom and into real life. 
The best way to learn something is to teach it to 
someone else, and the rhetoric stage forces students 
to do just that. Students must learn to take the what 
and the why of Christianity and communicate it in a 
coherent and reasonable manner. We need to create 
experiences in which students have the opportunity 
to articulate what they believe and why they believe 
it. Here are three practical examples. 

1   Role-play. 
I love being invited to an unsuspecting youth 

group to role-play an atheist or Mormon. By 
interacting with my non-Christian character, 
students are forced to explain and defend their 
Christian views. Unfortunately, most Christian 
youth are ill-equipped to do so. Worse, they don’t 
know how ill-equipped they are. After I thoroughly 
dismantle their responses through the role-play, the 
students’ eyes are opened and many are motivated 
to learn the what and the why. Over time, continued 
role-play can help students hone their ability to 
articulate the truth. 

2   Invite guests. 
Don’t just role-play non-Christian characters 

with your students, invite the real thing.  After 
teaching your students about the Trinitarian nature 
of God, invite Jehovah’s Witnesses into your home 
or youth group to discuss the topic. Teach your 
students about the nature of salvation and invite 
Mormon missionaries over for a conversation on 
the matter. Once you’ve equipped your students 
with arguments for God’s existence, ask your atheist 
neighbor to discuss the topic with them. When 

students are forced to have real-time conversations 
with real-life people, their learning increases 
exponentially. 

3   Visit another religious site. 
As a youth pastor, I would teach my students 

about other religions. I knew they would eventually 
encounter a friendly Hindu neighbor, a kind Muslim 
classmate, or some other person who held opposing 
beliefs, but I wanted to be the one to expose them 
to those ideas first. My strategy was inoculation, 
not isolation. So after teaching about a religion like 
Buddhism and offering a biblical and philosophical 
critique, I would arrange a field trip to the local 
Buddhist temple. A monk gave us a tour, explained 
their basic beliefs and practices, and answered 
students’ questions. Everything the students learned 
in the classroom prior to the field trip came to life 
as they engaged a Buddhist monk in the flesh. The 
encounter was exciting, and it gave students an 
opportunity to get the theology and apologetics out 
of the classroom and into a real conversation. 

Again, they were forced to articulate the truth, and 
in doing so, they learned the truth in a deeper and 
more meaningful way. 

WHEN STUDENTS ARE FORCED TO HAVE 
REAL-TIME CONVERSATIONS WITH  

REAL-LIFE PEOPLE, THEIR LEARNING 
INCREASES EXPONENTIALLY. 

Training Must Be Intentional
It’s time to stop bemoaning the exodus of students 

from our churches and start doing something 
intentional to stop it. The world is certainly serious 
about stripping students of their Christian faith. 
Atheist Daniel Dennett speaks for many when 
he said, “They will see me as just another liberal 
professor trying to cajole them out of some of their 
convictions, and they are dead right about that—
that’s what I am, and that’s exactly what I am trying 
to do.”8 They’re intentional out there in the world. 
We’d better get intentional here in the church. 

This three-stage plan of training provides 
a practical strategy that can be implemented 
immediately. Take it and use it. Build on it and add 
your own ideas. But do not wait to start training up 
the next generation. Too much is at stake. 

http://www.str.org/blog/a-motivating-mormon-role-play#.Vv6m0se8t-A
http://www.str.org/blog/a-motivating-mormon-role-play#.Vv6m0se8t-A
http://www.str.org/articles/the-impact-of-the-berkeley-mission#.Vv6nEMe8t-A
http://www.str.org/articles/the-impact-of-the-berkeley-mission#.Vv6nEMe8t-A
http://www.str.org/articles/why-take-christians-to-mosques#.Vv6nLse8t-B
http://www.str.org/articles/why-take-christians-to-mosques#.Vv6nLse8t-B
http://www.str.org/articles/why-take-christians-to-mosques#.Vv6nLse8t-B
http://www.str.org/articles/why-take-christians-to-mosques#.Vv6nLse8t-B
http://www.str.org/articles/why-take-christians-to-mosques#.Vv6nLse8t-B
http://www.str.org/articles/why-take-christians-to-mosques#.Vv6nLse8t-B
http://www.str.org/articles/why-take-christians-to-mosques#.Vv6nLse8t-B
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Endnotes

1. C.S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy (New York:  Harcourt Brace & 

Company, 1955), 207. 

2. Susan Wise Bauer, “What Is Classical Education?”

3. It’s certainly not the only, or even primary, indicator of 

academic “success,” but standardized test scores from the 

Association of Classical and Christian Schools indicate classically 

trained students clearly outperform their publicly educated 

counterparts. 

4. It is a short 38-page booklet of theological Q & A for kids, 

published by Great Commission Publications.  You can order it 

online.

5. Of course, this doesn’t mean they won’t begin asking “why” 

questions earlier or that you cannot begin teaching apologetics 

at younger ages.  But generally speaking, they are most definitely 

ready to begin apologetic training in fourth or fifth grade. 

6. The research was conducted by Kara Powell & Brad Griffin. 

7. Norm Geisler and Frank Turek wrote an excellent book 

answering these four questions entitled, I Don’t Have Enough 

Faith to Be an Atheist (Crossway, 2004).  I suggest every high 

schooler read this book before they graduate.  There is also an 

excellent starter apologetics book for middle school students 

entitled, Living Loud:  Defending Your Faith (B & H Publishers, 

2002), that Geisler co-wrote with Joseph Holden.  

8. Daniel Dennett, Breaking the Spell: Religion as a Natural 

Phenomenon (New York:  Penguin Group, 2006), 53.
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Share on Facebook or Twitter

Attach this Enhanced Solid Ground pdf to 
an email or simply forward the STR email 
containing the link to this ESG to anyone 
you’d like. Simple.

NEW TO STAND TO REASON? Receive a FREE mp3 of 
“Ambassadors for Christ: The Essential Skills” by Greg Koukl. Visit 
our online store and use this discount code at checkout: NEWREGGIFT.

Please, only new friends.

Share ESG  
with a Friend

Putting This 
Solid Ground into Action

Remember that children learn differently 
at different stages of development. 
Structure your training according to the 
trivium model.

Keep in mind that while apologetics 
training is necessary to disciple the next 
generation, it is not sufficient by itself to 
form devoted followers of Jesus.

Take and use this three-step plan of 
training. Build on it and add your  
own ideas.

Brett Kunkle is available to schedule 
to teach for your church service, 
youth group, or conference. Contact 
STR today for information about 
Brett and STR’s other speakers.

2016 ALASKAN  
CRUISE CONFERENCE
JOIN STAND TO REASON AUGUST 6–13TH 2016

2016 ALASKAN  
CRUISE CONFERENCE

http://www.welltrainedmind.com/classical-education/
http://www.accsedu.org/what-is-cce/statistics_at_a_glance
http://www.accsedu.org/what-is-cce/statistics_at_a_glance
http://www.accsedu.org/what-is-cce/statistics_at_a_glance
http://www.gcp.org/ProductDetail.aspx?Item=020030
http://www.gcp.org/ProductDetail.aspx?Item=020030
http://stickyfaith.org/articles/i-doubt-it
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.twitter.com
http://goo.gl/5b2pM
http://www.str.org/training/speakers/brett-kunkle
http://www.str.org/cruise-conference
https://www.facebook.com/standtoreason93
http://goo.gl/kcZMs
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A Great Place for You  
and your kids to become 
more effective ambassadors
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Stand to Reason trains Christians to think 

clearly about their Christian convictions 

and make a credible defense when they 

evangelize. As a new visitor to the Stand 

to Reason website, these resources are a 

great starting point to begin your journey to 

becoming a more effective Ambassador.

Where Should I Start?
STR Depends on You
Our mission—no, our passion—at Stand to Reason 
is to help you develop as a Christian Ambassador 
who can handle the Word of God carefully, 
communicate its knowledge clearly, and defend it 
graciously. This is possible because faithful friends 
like you support STR’s efforts prayerfully and 
financially. Your gift today helps ensure that STR 
continues equipping followers of Christ to promote 
“Christianity worth thinking about.”

http://www.str.org/training?utm_source=ESG&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=2014JAN
http://store.str.org/donate.asp
http://www.str.org/training/student-resources
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Connect with Us Today

1 4 3 8  E .  3 3 r d  S t r e e t  S i g n a l  H i l l ,  C A  9 0 7 5 5

1.800.2.reason 562.595.7332 www.str.org str broadcast

str podcasts str blogs str video
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Stand to Reason  
Speakers Near You

To get information about inviting an STR speaker to your church, email 
Dawnielle@str.org for Alan, Tim or Brett, or Melinda@str.org for Greg.

Click Here For
EVENTS

Greg Koukl

May
• 4 Centerpoint Church, Roseville, CA Contact

• 26 Oslo, Norway

• 27-28 North Sea Baptist Church Men’s Retreat, Stavenger, 
Norway  Contact

June
• 19 Evangelical Free Church, Woodruff, WI  Contact

Brett Kunkle

May
• 1 Pathway Community Church, Fort Wayne, IN Contact

• 13-18 Country Oaks Baptist Church, Berkeley, CA Contact

• 25 Church Everyday, Northridge, CA Contact: Private Event

June
• 2-4 North Carolina Home Education, Raleigh, NC Contact

• 20-24 Area One Christian Camp, Roach, MO Contact

Alan Shlemon

May
• 1-10 Thinking Matters, New Zealand Contact

• 22 Calvary Chapel, Chino Valley, CA  Contact

June
• 3 Calvary Chapel, Downey, CA Contact

• 14-16 Impact 360 Immersion Conference, Atlanta, GA Contact

• 18-25 Desert Springs Community Church, Carlsbad, CA Contact

• 28 Summit Ministries at Biola, La Habra, CA Contact

Tim Barnett

June
• 21, 28 Hume Lake Christian Camp, Hume Lake, CA Contact

STR ’S  LIVE  
W E E K LY  B R O A D C A S T

GREG TAKES YOUR QUESTIONS 
AND COMMENTS ON ETHICS, 

VALUES, AND RELIGION 

TUESDAYS  
4-6 p.m. P.T. 

Tune in online or  
on your STR app.

http://goo.gl/EADT3
http://goo.gl/jVAZx
http://www.str.org/podcasts?utm_source=ESG&utm_medium=content&utm_campaign=2013sep
http://goo.gl/0L3eV
http://goo.gl/Ag1Um
mailto:Dawnielle%40str.org?subject=Speaker%20Request
mailto:Melinda%40str.org?subject=Speaker%20Request
http://www.str.org/training/events
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160504
http://www.centerpointroseville.org
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160526
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160527
http://www.nsbc.no
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160619
http://faithwoodruff.com
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160501
http://www.pccfw.org
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160513
http://www.countryoaks.org
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160525
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160602
http://www.nche.com
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160620
http://www.areaone.org
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160501
mailto:Rodney%40ThinkingMatters.org.nz?subject=
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160522
http://www.calvaryccv.org
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160603
http://www.ccdowney.com
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160614
http://www.impact360institute.org/immersion
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160618
http://www.dscchurch.com
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160628
http://www.summit.org
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160621
http://str.w2.wadev.com/training/events?trumbaEmbed=date%3D20160628
http://www.humelake.org
http://www.str.org/training/broadcast
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