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t h i S  M o n t h

You Can Help Stand to Reason

If you think STR has fulfilled it’s mission to equip Christian 
ambassadors faithfully and well, I hope you will let us know by 
sending a gift to help keep STR financially strong. In a sense, 
you are the reason for 20 years of Stand to Reason. You are the 

reason we serve, and you are the reason—through the encouragement of 
your gifts—we are able to continue this important work.

A Christian’s theology is minimally defined by two 
miraculous events. The first miracle no one ever saw, 
because it could not be seen except by God alone. 
The second miracle only a few saw, but multitudes 
have experienced. These miracles happened within 
days of each other in the middle of the Jewish month 
of Nissan, in the spring of 33 A.D. It was the week of 
Jesus’ passion.

jesus
Solid Ground

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/stand-to-reason/id372101808?mt=8

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.subsplash.
thechurchapp.standtoreason&feature=search_result

http://goo.gl/EADT3
http://goo.gl/jVAZx
http://www.str.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=9487
http://goo.gl/jVAZx
http://goo.gl/XWQXL
http://goo.gl/v7lO9
http://goo.gl/119nQ
http://goo.gl/60Nqi
http://goo.gl/dqeMc
http://goo.gl/60Nqi
http://goo.gl/dqeMc
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Dear Friend,

Charles Dickens begins A Christmas Carol, his classic story of a life transformed, with an observation 
central to his tale:  “Old Marley was as dead as a doornail….This must be distinctly understood or 
nothing wonderful can come of the story I am going to relate.”

Put another way, A Christmas Carol is a redemptive Christmas story that has meaning only because 
of the connection between a man who died and a man who had been raised anew. Dickens begins 
with a corpse and ends with a life so transformed it’s almost as if Ebenezer Scrooge—the one 
spiritually dead in this account—had been born again.

This storyline reminds me of something I have been thinking about lately—an odd conjunction 
between Christmas and Easter, both holidays now just behind us.

First, the Easter connection.  As far as the Gospel is concerned, “nothing wonderful can come of the 
story” if Good Friday didn’t end with a dead Messiah hanging from a cross.  

Second, Christmas.  The cross is what the first Christmas was all about—the innocent babe in a 
manger offering promise of new life only because of a brutal death awaiting Him.  

In this month’s Solid Ground, I weave these themes together with a third:  Death was the goal of the 
incarnation, but it wasn’t the end of the story.  A miracle followed.  Further, the death itself was no 
ordinary death, but rather a miracle all on its own.

Two miracles.  The first one left a corpse.  The second one brought life.  It’s an appropriate topic for 
our 20th anniversary edition of Solid Ground.

Everything we’ve done at STR for 20 years has been predicated on these two miracles. For the last 
two decades we have done our best to defend their truth and transfer their impact to Christians just 
like you. 

If you think we have done that faithfully and well, I hope you will let us know by sending a gift to help 
keep STR financially strong.  In a sense, you are the reason for 20 years of Stand to Reason.  You 
are the reason we serve, and you are the reason—through the encouragement of your gifts—we are 
able to continue this important work.

Warmly and gratefully,

 
 
 
Greg Koukl

Clear-thinking	Christianity

B i o l a 	 A p o l o g e t i c s 	 H o s t s

Stand to Reason’s 20th Anniversary Conference
May 10-11 @ Biola University

Speakers Include: Greg Koukl, Brett Kunkle, Alan Shlemon and NEW TO STR J. Warner Wallace. 
Also, other invited guests. | Register Today

http://goo.gl/9pyLf
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Two Miracles
A	Christian’s	theology	is	minimally	defined	by	

two	miraculous	events.		The	first	miracle	no	one	
ever	saw,	because	it	could	not	be	seen	except	by	
God	alone.		The	second	miracle	only	a	few	saw,	
but	multitudes	have	experienced.	These	miracles	
happened	within	days	of	each	other	in	the	middle	
of	the	Jewish	month	of	Nissan,	in	the	spring	of	33	
A.D.	It	was	the	week	of	Jesus’	passion.

Best Christmas Verse You’ll Never Hear
Traditionally,	Easter	is	the	time	we	reflect	on	these	

two	events.	I	think,	however,	we	should	start	four	
months	earlier,	with	Advent.		It	may	seem	odd	to	
talk	of	Christ’s	suffering	at	Christmas—it’s	not	very	
festive—but	there’s	a	simple	logic	joining	the	two	
that’s	often	missed	because	of	Yuletide	habit.	

Usually	we	focus	on	Nativity	passages—
shepherds,	angels,	wise	men,	“no	room	at	the	inn,”	
mangers,	etc.		But	you	will	hear	nothing	of	one	of	
the	most	significant	New	Testament	texts	on	the	
birth	of	Christ	since	it’s	not	in	the	birth	narratives.		
It’s	not	even	in	the	Gospels.		

Here	is	the	most	important	Christmas	verse	you’ll	
never	hear	on	Christmas:	

Therefore,	when He comes into the world,	He	
says,	“Sacrifice	and	offering	You	have	not	desired,	
but	a	body	You	have	prepared	for	Me.		In	whole	
burnt	offerings	and	sacrifices	for	sin	You	have	taken	
no	pleasure.		“Then	I	said,	‘Behold,	I	have	come	(in	
the	scroll	of	the	book	it	is	written	of	Me)	to	do	Your	
will,	oh	God.’”		Heb.	10:5-7	

Note	the	opening	words:		“When	He	comes	into	
the	world….”	Who	is	“He”?		The	babe	in	the	manger.		
On	that	first	Christmas,	the	eternal	Son	of	God	
surrendered	His	perfect	human	self	to	His	Father	as	
the	future	unblemished	offering	for	the	sins	of	fallen	
human	beings.

This	verse	tells	us	the	precise	reason	the	Son	came	
to	Earth.		He	did	not	come	principally	to	teach	love,	
peace,	and	pity	for	the	poor.		He	came	to	submit	
Himself	to	something	unspeakably	violent	and	
brutal.		Every	crèche	ought	to	have	a	cross	hanging	
over	it,	because	Jesus	was	born	to	die.		

“The	Son	of	Man	[came]	to	give	His	life	a	ransom	
for	many,”	Jesus	said.	(Mt.	20:28)		A	ransom	is	the	
price	paid	to	purchase	something.		What	would	
Jesus	buy?		Lost	souls.		At	what	price?		“…a	body	You	
have	prepared	for	Me.”		He	would	give	the	life	of	His	
body	to	provide	forgiveness	for	our	souls.		

And	this	you	do	find	in	the	birth	narratives—
everywhere.		

God	speaks	to	Joseph	in	a	dream	telling	him	Mary	
will	bear	a	son	who	“will	save	His	people	from	their	
sins.”	(Mt.	1:21)		The	angels	appear	to	shepherds	
that	first	Christmas	night	and	say,	“Today	in	the	city	
of	David	there	has	been	born	for	you	a	Savior,	who	
is	Christ	the	Lord.”	(Lk.	2:10-11)		Days	later	Simeon	
encounters	the	infant	Jesus	at	the	temple:		“Lord,	you	
can	let	your	bondservant	depart	in	peace…for	my	
eyes	have	seen	Your	salvation….”	(Lk.	2:29-38)

Earlier,	Zacharias	had	prophesied	over	his	infant	
son,	John	the	Baptist,	that	He	would	“…give	to	
His	people	the	knowledge	of	salvation	by	the	
forgiveness of their sins…”	(Lk.	1:76-77)		This	same	
John	would	point	to	Jesus	30	years	later	and	say	
“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world.”	(Jn.	1:29)

Jesus	came	to	save—to	rescue	from	imminent	
danger.		What	was	the	threat?		God	Himself.			
(Mt.	10:28)		How	would	Jesus	rescue	us	from	the	
Father?		First,	He	lived	the	life	we	should	have	lived.		
Second,	He	died	the	death	we	all	deserved.		Third,	
He	made	a	swap,	a	trade.

http://www.bethlehemstar.net/day/day.htm
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/heb+10/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/mt+20/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/mt+1/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/luke+2/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/Luke+1/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/john+1/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/mt+10/
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cross	is	payment	for	this	debt.		When	punishment	is	
complete,	Caesar’s	court	will	cancel	the	debt	with	a	
single	Greek	word	stamped	upon	the	parchment’s	
face:		tetelestai.		Paid,	completed,	done,	finished.

Of	course,	being	king	of	the	Jews	is	not	the	real	
crime	Jesus	pays	for.		Hidden	to	all	but	the	Father	
is	another	decree	of	debt	nailed	to	that	cross,	
identifying	our	crimes—the	“decrees	against	us”—
before	our	Sovereign.	(Col.	2:13-14)

In	the	darkness	that	shrouds	Calvary	from	the	
sixth	to	the	ninth	hour,	the	divine	transaction	
takes	place.		Jesus makes a trade with the Father.		
Punishment	adequate	for	all	the	crimes	of	all	
humanity—every	murder,	every	theft,	every	lustful	
glance,	every	hidden	act	of	vice,	every	modest	
moment	of	pride,	every	monstrous	deed	of	evil—
punishment	adequate	for	every	crime	of	every	
person	who	ever	lived—Jesus	takes	upon	Himself	as	
if	guilty	of	all.	

And	in	the	end,	the	cross	does	not	take	Jesus’	life.		
He	does	not	die	of	exposure,	or	loss	of	blood,	or	
suffocation.	Rather,	when	the	full	payment	is	made,	
when	the	last	of	the	debt	melts	away	and	the	justice	
of	God	is	fully	satisfied,	Jesus	dismisses	His	spirit	and	
dies.1	

But	before	He	does,	a	single	Greek	word	escapes	
His	lips:		Tetelestai.		It’s	translated,	“It	is	finished,”	(Jn.	
19:30)		but	this	is	not	a	sigh	of	relief.		It	is	a	“loud	
cry”	of	victory.	(Mk.	15:37)		The	divine	transaction	is	
complete.		

Jesus	took	our	guilt	so	we	could	take	His	
goodness.		That’s	the	trade.2		Paul	put	it	this	way,	“He	
made	Him	who	knew	no	sin	to	be	sin	on	our	behalf,	
that	we	might	become	the	righteousness	of	God	in	
Him.”	(2	Cor.	5:21)

The	story	is	told	of	a	king	who,	having	discovered	
a	theft	in	the	royal	treasury,	decrees	that	the	criminal	
be	publicly	flogged	for	this	affront	to	the	crown.		
When	soldiers	haul	the	thief	before	the	king	as	he	
sits	in	his	judgment	seat,	there	in	chains	stands	the	
frail	form	of	the	king’s	own	mother.

Without	flinching,	he	orders	the	old	woman	to	be	
bound	to	the	whipping	post	in	front	of	him.		When	
she	is	secured,	he	stands	up,	lays	down	his	imperial	
scepter,	sets	aside	his	jeweled	crown,	removes	his	
royal	robes,	steps	down	to	the	whipping	post,	and	
enfolds	the	tiny	old	woman	with	his	own	nearly	
naked	body.		Bearing	his	back	to	the	whip,	he	orders	
that	the	punishment	commence.		Every	blow	meant	
for	the	criminal—his	mother—lands	with	full	force	
upon	the	bare	back	of	the	king,	until	the	last	lash	falls.3

In	like	manner,	during	those	dark	hours	when	
Jesus	hung	from	the	cross,	the	Father	took	those	

top 4

From	the	very	beginning,	this	divine	plan	had	
been	unfolding.		Passion	week	was	the	pivot	point	
of	thousands	of	years	of	prophecy,	promise,	and	
expectation.		A	transaction	would	take	place	that	
had	been	planned	since	the	dawn	of	time.		For	
Jesus,	though,	this	meant	betrayal,	humiliation,	acute	
physical	suffering,	and	unimaginable	emotional	
agony.		

	The	drama	unfolded	on	a	small	outcropping	
outside	the	walls	of	ancient	Jerusalem.	It	was	called	
Golgotha,	the	“place	of	the	skull.”		We	know	it	as	
Calvary,	the	place	of	the	cross.		It	was	the	place	of	
the	first	miracle.

The First Miracle
Crucifixion	is	a	cruel	form	of	execution,	generally	

reserved	for	slaves	and	rebels.		Death	is	agonizing	
and	slow,	the	result	of	shock,	exposure	and,	
eventually,	suffocation.

For	Jesus,	though,	the	pain	of	the	cross	pales	in	the	
face	of	a	greater	anguish.	There	is	a	deeper	torment	
that	cannot	be	seen,	one	no	words	can	adequately	
express.		It’s	more	excruciating	than	the	lashes	tearing	
Jesus’	flesh	from	His	frame,	more	dreadful	than	the	
nails	that	pin	His	body	to	the	timbers.		It	is	a	dark,	
terrible,	incalculable	agony—an	infinite	misery—that	
God	the	Father	unleashes	upon	His	sinless	Son	as	if	
He	were	guilty	of	an	immeasurable	evil.

Why	punish	the	innocent	One?		

Nailed	to	the	top	of	the	cross	is	an	official	notice,	
a	certificate	of	debt	to	Caesar,	posted	at	the	place	
of	punishment	as	a	public	notification	of	Jesus’	
crime	of	sedition.		It	reads,	“King	of	the	Jews.”		The	

http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/col+2/
http://carm.org/christianity/christian-doctrine/substitutionary-atonement-jesus-christ 
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/jn+19/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/jn+19/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/mark+15/
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/2+cor+5/
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblefactsandlists/a/Prophecies-Jesus.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/biblefactsandlists/a/Prophecies-Jesus.htm
http://www.str.org/articles/three-passions
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our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	through	whom	also	we	have	
obtained	our	introduction	by	faith	into	this	grace	in	
which	we	stand,	and	we	exult	in	hope	of	the	glory	
of	God.	(Rom.	5:1-2)

Of	course,	this	news	sounds	wonderful	to	us	in	
hindsight.		On	that	Friday	night,	though,	there	were	
no	poetic	reflections	on	atonement	or	justification.		
There	was	just	a	bloody,	brutally	beaten	corpse	
hanging	from	a	cross.		

Jesus	was	dead.		And	He	was	taken	down,	and	He	
was	buried.		And	the	women	were	weeping,	and	the	
men	were	hiding.		And	it	was	night.		And	it	was	day.		
And	it	was	night	again.		And	it	all	seemed	over.		That	
was	the	end	of	it.

And	then,	something	remarkable	happened.		
Exactly	what	happened	has	mystified	historians.		
Whatever	it	was,	it	changed	everything.

The Second Miracle 
Here	is	what	historians	do	agree	on.	Today,	the	

vast	majority	of	New	Testament	scholars—including	
secular/critical	scholars—agree	to	four	facts	of	

history:7

•	First,	Jesus	of	Nazareth	died		
		on	a	Roman	cross	and	lay		
		in	a	tomb.

•	Second,	the	tomb	was		
		empty	Sunday	morning.

•	Third,	numerous		
			individuals	(including		
			skeptics	like	James	and		
			hostiles	like	Saul	of	Tarsus)		
			experienced	what	they			
			took	to	be	the	resurrected		
			Jesus.

•	Fourth,	belief	in	the			
			resurrection	transformed		
			their	lives	and	launched		
			a	movement	that	altered		
			history.

What	historians	don’t	
agree	on	is	what	best	
explains	these	four	facts,	but	
there	aren’t	many	options.		
Consider	the	handful	of	
improbable	scenarios	meant	

who	would	put	their	trust	in	Christ	and	wrapped	us	
in	His	Son	who	shields	us,	taking	every	blow	that	we	
deserve.	4

This	was	not	an	accident.		It	was	planned.		The	
prophet	Isaiah	described	it	700	years	earlier:

Surely	our	griefs	He	Himself	bore….He	was	
pierced	through	for	our	transgressions.	He	was	
crushed	for	our	iniquities.	The	chastening	for	our	
well-being	fell	upon	Him,	and	by	His	scourging	we	
are	healed.		All	of	us	like	sheep	have	gone	astray.		
Each	of	us	has	turned	to	his	own	way.		But	the	Lord	
has	caused	the iniquity of us all	to	fall	on	Him.		
(Is.	53:4-6)

In	case	it	has	not	occurred	to	you,	this	is	the	
reason	Jesus	is	“the	only	way.”		He	is	the	only	one	
who	solved	the	problem	by	paying	the	debt	we	
owed.		No	other	man	did	this.		No	other	man	could.		
Jesus	alone,	the	perfect	Son	of	God,	canceled	the	
debt	for	whoever	trusts	in	Him.		Without	Him,	we	
cannot	be	saved	from	our	overwhelming	guilt.		
Without	Him,	every	one	of	us	would	have	to	pay	for	
our	own	crimes.		And	that	would	take	
forever.

That	is	the	miracle	of	the	
cross,	the	miracle	that	
couldn’t	be	seen,	the	trade.		
For	those	who	find	shelter	
in	Jesus,	the	anger	of	God	
has	been	spent,	unleashed	
on	the	body	of	Christ.		
The	result:		God	is	not	
angry	at	us	anymore.

Let	that	thought	sink	
into	your	soul.		For	
those	under	the	cross,	
God is not angry 
anymore.		He	cannot	
be	angry.		Since	He	
already	poured	all	His	
anger	out	on	His	Son,	
He	is	emptied	of	His	
wrath	and	is	satisfied:	5

Therefore,	having	
been	justified	by	
faith,	we have peace 
with God6	through	

http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/rom+5/
http://www3.telus.net/trbrooks/garyhabermas.htm
http://www3.telus.net/trbrooks/garyhabermas.htm
http://legacy.esvbible.org/search/is+53/
http://goo.gl/EADT3
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Stand to Reason Resources...Be Prepared

Cold-Case Christianity: A Homicide Detective  
Investigates the Claims of the Gospels
J. Warner Wallace, 288 pages (BK372) $14.95
Written by an L. A. County homicide detective and former atheist, Cold-Case Christianity examines the 
claims of the New Testament using the skills and strategies of a hard-to-convince criminal investigator.

Christianity could be defined as a “cold case”: it makes a claim about an event from the distant past for 
which there is little forensic evidence. In Cold-Case Christianity, J. Warner Wallace uses his nationally 
recognized skills as a homicide detective to look at the evidence and eyewitnesses behind Christian beliefs. 
Including gripping stories from his career and the visual techniques he developed in the courtroom, Wallace 
uses illustration to examine the powerful evidence that validates the claims of Christianity.

A unique apologetic that speaks to readers’ intense interest in detective stories, Cold-Case Christianity 
inspires readers to have confidence in Christ as it prepares them to articulate the case for Christianity.

Resurrection iWitness
Doug Powell, 32 pages (BK377) $17.99
Comparable in style to the best-selling Ologies children’s fantasy book series, Resurrection iWitness brings 
truth to the highly illustrated genre. This book gives evidence for the resurrection of Jesus Christ by using 
the easy-to-understand Minimal Facts argument. That means it relies only on the historical facts that all 
biblical scholars (including atheistic, Jewish, and liberal) accept and shows how only the biblical story of 
the resurrection can account for all these agreed-upon facts.

Across 32 intensively designed pages (16 spreads acting as individual chapters) -- each containing 
information that is physically nested and must be actively opened to discover -- the reader investigates the 
story of Christ and weighs the evidence to determine its historical accuracy.

Two Miracles: The Cross and the Resurrection of Jesus DVD
Gregory Koukl, DVD Video (DVD034) $12.95
Nearly two thousand years ago, on a single weekend in the Jewish month of Nissan, two profound miracles 
occurred, the effects of which have reverberated throughout human history.  The first miracle no one saw, 
because it couldn’t be seen, except by God Himself.  The second miracle only a few saw, but multitudes 
actually experienced.

This was the week of Jesus’ passion, the occasion of His miraculous death and resurrection.  If you’ve 
ever pondered the question of why Jesus came in the first place, this important new presentation will 
help elucidate the mystery, that the Son of God was “delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification.”

http://goo.gl/epI6U
http://goo.gl/GtYhh
http://goo.gl/inMBo
http://goo.gl/HC0dW
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to	explain	away	those	conclusions.

Some	skeptics	suggest	Jesus	never	really	died.		
Rather,	He	fainted	on	the	cross,	was	taken	for	dead,	
was	entombed	alive,	then	revived	in	the	coolness	of	
the	cave.	

This	would	mean	Jesus	suffered	all	the	physical	
abuse	described	in	the	historical	accounts—being	
beaten,	scourged,	pinned	to	a	cross	with	nails	
in	hands	and	feet,	exposed	naked	all	afternoon	
in	the	April	air,	and	speared	through	his	chest—
was	declared	dead	by	a	battle-seasoned	Roman	
centurion,	(Mk.	15:44-45)		embalmed	with	100	
pounds	of	myrrh	and	aloes,	(Jn.	19:39-40)		laid	out	
on	a	cold	stone	slab,	and	sealed	in	the	grave.		Then,	
a	couple	of	days	later,	Jesus	felt	a	lot	better,	got	
up,	rolled	away	the	rock,	eluded	the	Roman	guard,	
and	convinced	his	doubtful	disciples	He	was	the	
resurrected	Lord	of	life.

Any	skeptic	who	falls	for	that	story	is	not	skeptical	
enough.

Maybe	the	women	went	to	the	wrong	tomb.		
That’s	possible	in	principle,	but	it	would	have	been	
an	easy	mistake	to	rectify.		Since	both	the	Jewish	
leaders	and	the	Romans	knew	where	Jesus	was	
buried,	and	both	groups	wanted	Him	to	stay	dead,	
(Mt.	27:62-66)		don’t	you	think	someone	would	have	
quickly	pointed	to	the	correct	tomb	and	ended	the	
confusion?		The	story	would	have	never	gotten	off	
the	ground.	

Instead	of	producing	
the	corpse,	though,	the	
leaders	manufactured	a	
lie:	The	disciples	stole	
the	body.8		This	was	the	
earliest	attempt	to	explain	

away	the	empty	tomb,	(Mt.	28:13)		but	it’s	wildly	
implausible.		The	disciples	who	were	hiding	out	of	
fear	would	have	had	to	regroup,	brave	an	armed	
Roman	guard,	quietly	roll	away	the	massive	stone,	
and	spirit	off	the	body	of	Christ	without	waking	the	
soldiers	who	were,	amazingly,	sleeping	on	duty.		Not	

top 7

likely.		And	what	would	motivate	the	theft?

Worse,	it	would	mean	the disciples themselves 
knew	Jesus	had	not,	in	fact,	risen	from	the	dead.	
Why	would	these	men	face	so	much	suffering	for	
a	lie	they	manufactured?		Common	sense	dictates	
that	no	one	would	contrive	a	tale	that	gains	him	
nothing	but	misery.		The	basic	rule	regarding	lying	
is	this:		Invent	a	lie	that	benefits	you,	not	one	that	
gets	you	beaten,	whipped,	scourged,	stoned,	drawn	
and	quartered,	or	crucified	upside	down.		Again,	a	
skeptic	who	believes	this	is	far	too	gullible.		

Maybe	the	appearances	were	hallucinations.		
Really?		A	group	hallucination?		How	exactly	does	
that	happen?		Hallucinations	are	first-person	private	
mental	states,	like	dreams.		How	do	you	produce	
exactly	the	same	detailed	dream	in	the	minds	of	a	
dozen	people	at	exactly	the	same	time,	multiple	times,	
especially	in	the	minds	of	those	who	are	complete	
doubters	like	Thomas,	James,	and	Saul?		By	the	way,	
do	you	know	the	difference	between	a	dream	and	
reality?		I	do.		I	suppose	the	disciples	did,	too.

No,	hallucinations	won’t	do,	either.

What	would	transform	a	group	of	shivering,	
shaking,	terrified	men	who	had	abandoned	Jesus—
one	even	denying	he	knew	Him—scattering,	hiding	
from	the	authorities,	door	locked,	lights	out?		What	
could	account	for	their	metamorphosis	into	vibrant	
witnesses	for	Jesus	standing	in	the	face	of	powers	
who	threatened	to	scourge,	imprison,	and	execute	
them	for	proclaiming	a	risen	Christ?

What	would	change	Saul	of	Tarsus,	a	man	so	
dedicated	to	his	religion	he	rounded	up	men	
and	women	to	be	bullied,	beaten,	and	killed	for	
following	Jesus?		What	would	cause	such	a	man	to	
turn	on	a	dime	and	take	his	place	with	those	he	
persecuted,	eventually	sacrificing	his	own	life	for	
the	very	Gospel	he	previously	despised?		What	best	
explains	that?

Only	one	answer	will	do,	in	Peter’s	words,	“This	
Jesus,	God	raised	up	again,	to	which	we	are	all	
witnesses.”	(Acts	2:32)
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of Solid Ground.
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And	if	risen,	then	Jesus is the Son of God	because	
He	was	declared	to	be	so	“with	power	by	the	
resurrection	from	the	dead”	(Rom.	1:4).		And	if	
risen,	we have been forgiven	because	“He	who	was	
delivered	over	for	our	transgressions…was	raised	
because	of	our	justification”	(Rom.	4:25).		And	if	
risen,	we now have no condemnation	because	
Jesus	“who	was	raised,	who	is	at	the	right	hand	of	
God…intercedes	for	[us]”	(Rom.	8:34).

Two	miracles.		The	first	miracle	a	trade	that	ends	
the	battle	with	God,	bringing	mercy,	forgiveness,	and	
atonement.		The	second	miracle	a	defeat	of	death	
that	secures	eternity	of	glory	for	those	who	put	
their	trust	in	Christ.

The Open Door
One	day	we	will	lay	hold	of	the	promise	of	both	

miracles	in	their	fullness.	“The	door	on	which	we	
have	been	knocking	all	of	our	lives	will	open	at	last,”	
C.S.	Lewis	wrote.9

On	that	day	because	of	the	first	miracle—the	
miracle	of	the	cross—we	will	hear,	“…and	their	sins	
and	their	lawless	deeds	I	will	remember	no	more”	
(Heb.	10:17).		On	that	day	because	of	the	second	
miracle—the	miracle	of	the	resurrection—we	will	
hear,	“Enter	into	the	joy	of	the	Lord”	(Mt.	25:21).

It	is	the	reason	Jesus	was	born.
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• 3-4 Big Sky Worldview Conference, Billings, MT   

Contact:  www.bigskyworldview.org

• 10-11 Stand to Reason’s 20th Anniversary Conference, Biola 
University, La Mirada, CA Time: Friday, 7-9:30pm & Saturday, 
9am-12:30pm Contact: http://www.biola.edu/academics/sas/
apologetics/events/conference/STR_20th_Anniversary/index.cfm
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apologetics/events/conference/STR_20th_Anniversary/index.cfm

• 20 Harvest Christian Fellowship, Riverside, CA Time: 7:00pm-
9:00pm Topics: “How to Reach Your Muslim Neighbor”  
Contact: www.harvest.org

• 24 Summit Ministries, Manitou Springs, CO Topic: TBD  
Contact: www.summit.org
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• 3,10 North Coast Church, Vista, CA Time: 1:15pm Topics: TBD 

Contact: private event

Brett Kunkle

May
• 4 The Packing House, Redlands, CA Time: 9am-6pm Topics: “How 

to Stay Christian in College”   
Contact: www.packinghouseredlands.org

• 10-11 Stand to Reason’s 20th Anniversary Conference, Biola 
University, La Mirada, CA Time: Friday, 7-9:30pm & Saturday, 
9am-12:30pm Contact: http://www.biola.edu/academics/sas/
apologetics/events/conference/STR_20th_Anniversary/index.cfm

• 26-31 Heartland Evangelical Free Church, Berkeley, CA Topics: 
Berkeley Mission Trip  Contact: JJ Springer, www.heartlandefc.org

June
• 5 Rancho Del Rey Church, Carlsbad, CA Topics: “Same Sex 

Marriage and the Future of the Family” Time: 6:30pm  
Contact: private event

• 	16-22 Desert Springs Community Church, Berkeley, CA Topics: 
Berkeley Mission Trip   
Contact: Robby Lashua, www.desertspringscommunity.com

• 26 Whittier Hills Baptist Church, Irvine, CA Topics: “Answering 5-10 
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Case Christianity” Contact: www.calvarylife.org

• 4 The Packing House, Redlands, CA Time: TBD Topic: “Cold Case 
Resurrection” Contact: www.packinghouseredlands.org

• 10-11 Stand to Reason’s 20th Anniversary Conference, Biola 
University, La Mirada, CA Time: Friday, 7-9:30pm & Saturday, 
9am-12:30pm Contact: http://www.biola.edu/academics/sas/
apologetics/events/conference/STR_20th_Anniversary/index.cfm

• 17 Chinese Bible Church, San Diego, CA  Time: 7:30-9:30pm Topic: 
“Cold Case Reliability of the Gospels” Contact: www.cbcsd.com

• 18 CCLE, Lake Elsinore, CA  Time: 2pm Topic: Utah Mission Tip 
Training Contact: private event

June
• 7-8 Smart Faith Conference, Phoenix, AZ Time: 8am-5:30pm Topic: 

“Cold Case Difference between Artifacts and Evidence”  
Contact: www.smartfaithapologetics.org

• 21 Summit Ministries, Manitou Springs, CO Time: TBD Topic: TBD 
Contact: www.summit.org

• 24-25 Whittier Hills Baptist Church, Irvine, CA Time: 9:30am-12pm  
Topic: “How to Start a Conversation and Present the Gospel,” 
“Tactics” Contact: www.whittierhills.org
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Dawnielle@str.org for alan, Brett or Jim, or Melinda@str.org for Greg.
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Endnotes

	1.	Note	the	centurion’s	response,	“When	the	centurion…saw	the 

way	He	breathed	His	last,	he	said,	‘Truly,	this	man	was	the	Son	of	

God.’”	(Mk.	15:39)

	2.	The	full	“trade”	combines	substitutionary	atonement	(Jesus	dying	

in	our	place)	with	justification	(Jesus’	merit	credited	to	our	account).

	3.	I	do	not	know	the	source	of	this	story.

	4.	Note	that	since	Jesus	was	God,	then	God	Himself	took	the	

punishment	we	deserve.

	5.	This	is	the	meaning	of	the	word	“propitiation”—God’s	wrath	is	

satisfied	(see	1	Jn.	2:1-2).

	6.		This	is	not	the	peace	of	God	(subjective),	but	rather	peace	with	

God	(objective)	upon	which	the	peace	of	God	is	based.

	7.	Here	we	are	talking	about	75-99%	of	professional	scholarship,	

depending	on	which	claim	is	in	question.		Find	superb	summaries	

Dynamic, thought-provoking training ON VIDEO.
AND IT’S FREE!

Check out the STR Video Resource Library.

STR on Video

of	this	approach	in	Habermas	and	Licona,	The Case for the 

Resurrection of Jesus	(Grand	Rapids:	Kregel,	2004),	43-80	[http://

www.amazon.com/Case-Resurrection-Jesus-Gary-Habermas/

dp/0825427886],	and	William	Lane	Craig,	Reasonable Faith,	Third	

Edition	(Wheaton:		Crossway,	2008),	348-400.	

	8.	This	attempt	is	clear	evidence	the	body	was	missing.

	9.	C.S.	Lewis,	The Weight of Glory	(San	Francisco:		HarperCollins:	

1949),	41.
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