The Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32

In Luke 15:11-32, Jesus tells
the parable of the lost son.
Jesus tells this parable to help
us see how our heavenly
Father feels about each person
who turns away from their sin
and towards Him.

Have you ever made or bought a special gift for someone?
How did you feel when you gave them the gift? It is a
great feeling to surprise someone you care about with a
present. But what if someone demanded that you give
them a gift? Their lack of gratitude would certainly take
all the joy out of the gift giving. We want to give out of
love, not out of obligation. The younger son in this week's
parable demanded his inheritance while his father was still
living. This was almost never done. The son's attitude was
certainly heart-breaking for his father.
The younger son took all that his father gave him and set
off for a country far away. His father was a wealthy man,
with a good deal of property and many servants. Any such
man would be well known in his community, and his children
would be well known too. More than likely, the son went
to a far away land so that no one would know him or his
family. No one would be watching to see how he behaved,
and no one could report to his father.
We don't know how long it took to use up all that his father
had given him, but eventually it was all wasted on "wild
living." There was a severe famine, or lack of food, in the
land. Because everyone in the land was suffering, it was
difficult to find a job. The son finally found work feeding
pigs. In the Jewish custom, pigs were unclean animals,
and feeding them was almost unthinkable. This oncewealthy young man had reached the lowest point of his
life.
Then something miraculous happened. Luke 15:17 says,
"He came to his senses." In an instant, this wayward son
realized he was a sinner. He knew what he had done was
sinful. It was sinful to be disrespectful to his father, it was
sinful to be greedy, and it was wrong to waste his father's
money on sinful things. He thought he knew best how to
live his life, which is the sin of pride. His way led to ruin.
The realization that he was a sinner was the turning point
in his life. Each of us must come to this realization in our
own life.
Has it ever occurred to you that you are a sinner? It only
takes ONE sin to make you a sinner - one bad thought or
deed, one disobedient act. But the awesome news is our
Father is eagerly waiting for us to turn toward Him! He
welcomes all who "come to their senses," and turn in trust
and belief to Him.

Have you ever had to confess something to someone?
Maybe you did something at home you weren't supposed
to do, or maybe even at school. Did you dread having to
confess it? You might have even rehearsed what you
wanted to say. Sometimes we rehearse so that we can
explain something in a way that doesn't sound quite so
bad. We think if we say it with just the right wording, the
other person might get the impression that we aren't such
a bad person. For instance, instead of saying, "I took your
pencil because I thought it was cool." We might say, "Your
pencil was right next to mine. They are close to the same
color, and I picked yours up instead." Hmm...not exactly
a lie, but not the truth either. That is not a confession.
That is a cover-up.
God is not interested in a cover-up. He is interested in
true repentance. Only true repentance leads to salvation.
Look at the son's repentance.
I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.
I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me
like one of your hired men." - Luke 15:18-19 (NIV)
He was not trying to sugar-coat what he had done. He
was not trying to look good in his father's eyes. He had
blown it, and he was ready to admit it. It was not easy.
In fact, he rehearsed what to say. But his father didn't
need to hear him beg. The broken son was only half way
through his prepared statement when his father interrupted.
He called out for the servants to prepare the celebration
feast.
Imagine the relief the son felt at that moment! He knew
he was not even worthy to be called a "son" anymore.
True, he did not deserve sonship. But the loving father,
in his grace and mercy, welcomed him with open arms
and showered his repentant son with blessings.
This is the point of this parable! This is exactly how our
heavenly Father reacts when we come to Him in true
repentance.
But God is faithful and fair. If we admit that we have
sinned, He will forgive us our sins. He will forgive every
wrong thing we have done. He will make us pure.
- 1 John 1:9

Day #3:
Let's look at the young man's father. He was a man of
considerable wealth. He had enough property that he
needed hired-men to take care of it, and he had many
servants. It is clear that he loved his son, but he allowed
his child to decide his own future. The father gave his son
a free choice. When his son demanded his share of the

family inheritance, the father gave it to him. And he did
not stop the son when he wanted to leave home.
What are some ways this father symbolizes God, our
heavenly Father? Our Father is the owner of all things
(Psalm 50:12) and He blesses His people (Psalm 33:12).
He loves us, but we are free to make our own decisions.
In His design of us, He gave us free choice. He will not stop
us when we decide to go our own way (Isaiah 56:6).
The younger son sinned against his father, just as we choose
to sin against our heavenly Father. In fact, the son continued
to sin for a very long time, possibly for years. In Jesus'
words, what was the father's response?
While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him.
He was filled with tender love for his son. He ran to him.
He threw his arms around him and kissed him. - Luke 15:20
Notice what Jesus said about the father. He saw the son
while he was still a long way off. The loving father was
actively looking for his rebellious son. Imagine, day after
day he would look out into the distance, hoping one day
to see his son returning. When the father finally saw him,
he could not contain his excitement. He ran out to greet
the son, lavishing him with affection. It is the same with
our heavenly Father.
The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to
see if there are any who understand, any who seek God.
- Psalm 14:2 (NIV)
The father was so overwhelmed with joy that he threw a
huge party to celebrate his son's return. It was not just a
matter of his son's location, as if he had returned from a
long trip. The father's joy came from the change in his
son's heart. He proclaimed, "This son of mine was dead
and is alive again." (Luke 15:24)
Close your eyes and picture the father running out to hold
his son. Can you see the joy written all over his face? Can
you hear the laughter at the celebration feast? Now
remember this is a parable - a story with a higher meaning.
It is straight from Jesus' mouth! Jesus lived in heaven. He
KNOWS the Father! He has SEEN God searching for
sinners! And Jesus celebrates with God and the angels each
time a sinner turns away from his sin.
I tell you, it will be the same in heaven. There will be great
joy when one sinner turns away from sin. - Luke 15:7a

Day #4 continued:
the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats
with them." - Luke 15:1-2 (NIV)
It is ironic that the religious leaders would call any group
of people "sinners" as if they, themselves, were not sinners.
1 Kings 8:46 tells us, "There is no one who does not sin."
There is no one who can keep God's perfect law at all
times. Of course the Pharisees were sinners; they were
sinning as they judged the people who were with Jesus.
But the Pharisees were just like the older brother in the
parable; he did not recognize sin in his own life either.
How sad it must have been for a regular person - complete
with sin - to need compassion from the religious leaders,
but to receive judgment instead. And how welcome and
refreshing the words of Jesus were. He brought them good
news, not judgment.
For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. John 12:47b
Pray and ask God to remind you of this verse any time
you might look at someone with judgment. Instead of
judging, be the one who brings others the good news of
God's forgiveness.

Inheritance
When the father threw a party to celebrate his youngest
son's return, the older brother became angry. He was
jealous that his dad made such a fuss when the younger
brother had acted so sinfully.
But the older brother was missing the point. His father
had no shortage of wealth and blessings. The blessings
for the younger son did not take away the blessings of
the older son. There were plenty blessings for both sons.
" 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me.
Everything I have is yours.' " - Luke 15:31
Even more so, our heavenly Father has no shortage of
blessings! He owns everything and our inheritance from
Him is endless. The Bible says that everyone who trusts
in Jesus will receive the same inheritance that Jesus will
receive. We will get the same eternal rewards that Jesus
- the perfect Son - deserves!
As (God's) children, we will receive all that He has for us.
We will share what Christ receives. - Romans 8:17a

Have your parents ever said the words, "Stop whining"?
The Pharisees and religious teachers were whining about
Jesus. Jesus was gaining popularity and the religious leaders
were taking notice of Him. As people crowded around to
hear what Jesus had to say, the Pharisees and teachers
watched critically. They were trying to catch Jesus doing
something wrong so they could say that His teaching was
wrong.
Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering
around to hear Him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of

The older son in the parable sat outside pouting because
he believed he deserved more than his brother. This was
foolish. He already owned all that his father owned. This
brother missed a great celebration because of his pride.
In God's kingdom, there is no shortage of blessings! All
believers should rejoice when another person turns from
his or her sins and follows Jesus.
But we had to celebrate and be glad. This brother of yours
was dead. And now he is alive again. He was lost. And
now he is found.' " - Luke 15:32
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