
to understand each other.”
11:� So the lord scattered them from 

there across the face of the entire earth, 
and they stopped building the city. 11:� 
That is why its name was called Babel 
– because there the lord confused the 
language of the entire world, and from 
there the lord scattered them across the 
face of the entire earth. 
The Genealogy of Shem

11:10 This is the account of Shem.
Shem was 100 old when he became 

the father of Arphaxad, two years after 
the flood. 11:11 And after becoming the 
father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years 
and had other sons and daughters. 

11:12 When Arphaxad had lived 35 
years, he became the father of Shelah. 
11:1� And after he became the father of 
Shelah, Arphaxad lived 403 years and 
had other sons and daughters.a

11:14 When Shelah had lived 30 years, 
he became the father of Eber. 11:1� And 
after he became the father of Eber, Shelah 
lived 403 years and had other sons and 
daughters.

11:1� When Eber had lived 34 years, 
he became the father of Peleg. 11:1� And 
after he became the father of Peleg, Eber 
lived 430 years and had other sons and 
daughters.

11:1� When Peleg had lived 30 years, 
he became the father of Reu. 11:1� And 
after he became the father of Reu, Peleg 
lived 209 years and had other sons and 
daughters.

11:20 When Reu had lived 32 years, 
he became the father of Serug. 11:21 And 
after he became the father of Serug, Reu 
lived 207 years and had other sons and 
daughters.

11:22 When Serug had lived 30 years, 
he became the father of Nahor. 11:2� And 
after he became the father of Nahor, Se-

rug lived 200 years and had other sons 
and daughters.

11:24 When Nahor had lived 29 years, 
he became the father of Terah. 11:2� And 
after he became the father of Terah, Na-
hor lived 119 years and had other sons 
and daughters.

11:2� When Terah had lived 70 years, 
he became the father of Abram, Nahor, 
and Haran.
The Record of Terah

11:2� This is the account of Terah.
Terah became the father of Abram, 

Nahor, and Haran. And Haran became 
the father of Lot. 11:2� Haran died in the 
land of his birth, in Ur of the Chaldeans, 
while his father Terah was still alive. 
11:2� And Abram and Nahor took wives 
for themselves. The name of Abram’s 
wife was Sarai,b  and the name of Nahor’s 
wife was Milcah; she was the daughter of 
Haran, the father of both Milcah and Is-
cah. 11:�0 But Sarai was barren; she had 
no children. 

11:�1 Terah took his son Abram, his 
grandson Lot (the son of Haran), and his 
daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s 
wife, and with them he set out from Ur 
of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. When 
they came to Haran, they settled there.  
11:�2 The lifetime of Terah was 205 years, 
and he died in Haran.
The Obedience of Abram

12 Now the lord said to Abram, 
“Go out from your country, your 

relatives, and your father’s house-
hold

to the land that I will show you. 
12:2 Then I will make you into a great 

nation, and I will bless you, 
and I will make your name great,c 
so that you will exemplify divine 

blessing. 

 1� genesis 12:2

11:1� a LXX reads And Arphaxad had lived 35 years, [and] he fathered Cainan. And after he fathered Cainan, Arphaxad 
lived 430 years and fathered [other] sons and daughters, and he died. And Cainan had lived 130 years, [and] he fa-
thered Sala [= Shelah]. And after he fathered Sala, Cainan lived 330 years and fathered [other] sons and daughters, 
and he died (cf. Luke 3:35-36)     11:2� b Sarai means “princess” or “lady” in Hebrew     12:2 c Or I will make you famous     



12:� I will bless those who bless you, 
but the one who treats you lightly I 

must curse, 
and all the families of the earth will 

bless one anothera  by your name.”
12:4 So Abram left, just as the lord 

had told him to do, and Lot went with 
him. (Now Abram was 75 years old when 
he departed from Haran.) 12:� And Abram 
took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, and 
all the possessions they had accumulat-
ed and the people they had acquired in 
Haran, and they left for the land of Ca-
naan. They entered the land of Canaan.

12:� Abram traveled through the 
land as far as the oak treeb  of Moreh at 
Shechem. (At that time the Canaanites 
were in the land.) 12:� The lord appeared 
to Abram and said, “To your descendants 
I will give this land.” So Abram built an 
altar there to the lord, who had appeared 
to him.

12:� Then he moved from there to the 
hill country east of Bethel and pitched 
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai 
on the east. There he built an altar to 
the lord and worshiped the lord. 12:� 
Abram continually journeyed by stages 
down to the Negev.c

The Promised Blessing Jeopardized
12:10 There was a famine in the land, 

so Abram went down to Egypt to stay for 
a while because the famine was severe.  
12:11 As he approached Egypt, he said to 
his wife Sarai, “Look, I know that you 
are a beautiful woman. 12:12 When the 
Egyptians see you they will say, ‘This is 
his wife.’ Then they will kill me but will 
keep you alive. 12:1� So tell them you are 
my sister so that it may go well for me 
because of you and my life will be spared 
on account of you.”

12:14 When Abram entered Egypt, the 
Egyptians saw that the woman was very 
beautiful. 12:1� When Pharaoh’s officials 

saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. So 
Abram’s wife was taken into the house-
hold of Pharaoh, 12:1� and he did treat 
Abram well on account of her. Abram 
received sheep and cattle, male donkeys, 
male servants, female servants, female 
donkeys, and camels.

12:1� But the lord struck Pharaoh 
and his household with severe diseases 
because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 12:1� So 
Pharaoh summoned Abram and said, 
“What is this you have done to me? Why 
didn’t you tell me that she was your wife? 
12:1� Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ 
so that I took her to be my wife? Here is 
your wife! Take her and go!” 12:20 Pha-
raoh gave his men orders about Abram, 
and so they expelled him, along with his 
wife and all his possessions.
Abram’s Solution to the Strife

1� So Abram went up from Egypt 
into the Negev. He took his wife 

and all his possessions with him, as 
well as Lot. 1�:2 (Now Abram was very 
wealthy in livestock, silver, and gold.)

1�:� And he journeyed from place to 
place from the Negev as far as Bethel. He 
returned to the place where he had pitched 
his tent at the beginning, between Bethel 
and Ai. 1�:4 This was the place where he 
had first built the altar, and there Abram 
worshiped the lord.

1�:� Now Lot, who was traveling 
with Abram, also had flocks, herds, and 
tents. 1�:� But the land could not sup-
port them while they were living side by 
side. Because their possessions were so 
great, they were not able to live alongside 
one another. 1�:� So there were quarrels 
between Abram’s herdsmen and Lot’s 
herdsmen. (Now the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites were living in the land at that 
time.)

1�:� Abram said to Lot, “Let there be 
no quarreling between me and you, and 
between my herdsmen and your herds-

genesis 12:� 14

12:� a Traditionally this is taken as passive, but later formulations of the Abrahamic covenant (Gen 22:18; 26:4) sug-
gest the translation given in the text      12:� b Or terebinth     12:� c Or the South [country] (also in 13:1, 3)     


