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Can We Serve Church Cafeteria Style? 

A Study of the New Testament Church

Study Guide

Lesson 1
Does God Care How We Do Church?
January 20, 2008
Scripture Texts:
1 Samuel 4:1-11; 6:1-9, 17-21; 2 Samuel 6:1-11; 1 Chronicles 15:1-16
Matthew 16:18

Ephesians 1:18-23; 2:11—3:21; 5:22-33
1 Timothy 3:14-15

1 Corinthians 11:17-34

Study Questions

Why did the Israelites take the ark of the covenant into battle against the Philistines?  Why was this wrong?  What did the Philistines learn from their brief exposure to the ark?  Compare how the Philistines transported the ark back to Israel with the way David first sought to transport it to Jerusalem.  Why did God strike Uzzah dead for touching the ark, when his intentions appear to be honorable?  What lessons should we learn from Israel’s experiences with the ark?

Based upon the New Testament texts listed above (and any others you may be aware of), how important is the church?  Why is the church important?  How does this bear on the question of how specific God’s instructions are regarding the ministries, practices, and programs of the church?

When the church fails at its mission, its message, or its methods, what are some of the consequences?

Now read 1 Corinthians 11:17-34, noting especially the consequences for the Corinthians who conduct themselves inappropriately in church?  Do you see any connection between the texts dealing with the ark of the covenant and 1 Corinthians 11?

What does all this have to do with the question, “Can We Serve Church Cafeteria Style?”
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