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Scripture reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

Study Questions
Why does Paul describe God as he does in verse 23?  How is this relevant to what Paul has been saying?

What is the thrust of verses 23 and 24?  How do these verses sum up or conclude what Paul has been saying throughout this epistle?  

Compare verses 23 and 24 (with an emphasis on God) to the previous section which was filled with imperatives (commands).  How does this put the previous verses (especially 5:16-22) into perspective?

So, whose work is sanctification?

How and why does Paul link sanctification with the second coming?

Paul asks the Thessalonians to “pray for us” (verse 25).  If you were one of the Thessalonian saints who received this epistle (and thus this request) what would you pray for?  How does this command apply to us?
Paul commands (it is an imperative) the Thessalonians to “greet one another with a holy kiss” (verse 26).  Similar commands are found in Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Peter 5:14.  If this is a command, why don’t we do it today?  What is a “holy kiss” and why is it important enough that it is commanded several times in the New Testament?
Why would Paul need to instruct the Thessalonians to have this letter read “to all the brethren” (verse 27)?
How has this epistle changed your thinking or behavior?
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