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Scripture reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

Study Questions
It is not until verse 15 that we see a consistent string of imperatives, all the way through verse 22.  What does this suggest?
Why does Paul give so little explanation as to the implementation and implications of his imperatives in verses 15-22?  Put differently, our text looks a bit like a ‘grocery list.”  How do we explain this?  How does our text sum up what Paul wants the Thessalonians to do, as a result of his teaching in this epistle?
What is the relationship between 5:15-22 and 4:13—5:11 (prophecy), and also 5:12-14 (leadership)?

Do you see a common emphasis or element in 5:15-18?  If so, what is it?

Do you see a common emphasis or element in 5:19-22?  If so, what is it?

Compare Paul’s commands in 5:15-18 with his words in Philippians 4:4-9.

Compare Paul’s instructions in 5:19-22 with his teaching in 1 Corinthians 14:29-33.

Is there any relationship between Paul’s emphasis on prophecy (future events) in 1 Thessalonians 4:13—5:11 and his instructions regarding not despising prophetic utterances in 5:20? 

Some Christians would set 5:19-22 (at least 5:20) aside as irrelevant to Christians today?  Would you agree or disagree?  How do you think Paul’s words here apply to us?

What do you think Paul is getting at when he instructs the Thessalonians to abstain from every form of evil (5:22)?  What forms does evil take, which we should avoid?  Are some forms of evil more dangerous or tempting for Christians than others?  (Note that the New KJV renders “every form of evil” while the original KJV renders “all appearance of evil.”  What is the difference between the two renderings?)
If we were to take Paul’s words in 5:15-22 seriously as a church, what should we do differently? 

If you were to take Paul’s words in 5:15-22 seriously as individual, what should you do differently?
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