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Study Questions

Why is it important for the reader to know that the events of this book take place during the times of the judges (1:1)?  We are now introduced to Boaz.  How does the author describe him in verse 1, and what role will he play in this drama?  Consult several translations of verse 1 and note their differences. 
Why does the author make a point of telling us that Ruth took the initiative in seeking to glean in the fields (verse 2)?  Had Ruth chosen to stay in Moab (as her sister-in-law had done), what would she likely have been doing at this moment?  How do verses 3 and 4 represent and reconcile human responsibility (taking initiative) and divine sovereignty (God’s providence)?

What are we told about the relationship between Boaz and his workers?  What factors would have contributed to this kind of relationship?  How many other “gleaners” do there appear to be in the fields besides Ruth?

What else do we learn about Ruth and Boaz in this chapter?  How are Ruth and Boaz “kindred” spirits?  What motivated Boaz to be concerned about Ruth’s safety and well being?  What does this indicate about the spiritual condition of Israel at this point in time (the time of the judges)?  What was it that moved him to go above and beyond the call of duty (i.e. the Law) to care for her?  Is there anything to be learned about “welfare” from our text?
Unlike all the other major translations, the NET Bible renders verse 8 this way:  “So Boaz said to Ruth, ‘Listen carefully, my dear! Do not leave to gather grain in another field. You need not go beyond the limits of this field. You may go along beside my female workers’” (Ruth 2:8, emphasis mine).  The same Hebrew term is found in verse 2, which is rightly rendered (in virtually all translations, including the NET Bible) “my daughter.”  Why do you think I might have a problem with “my dear” in verse 8?  (What is implied differently by “my dear” than by “my daughter?”)  Do you think there is any “romance” this early in the book?
What is there about Ruth that commended her to the people of Bethlehem, Boaz’s workers, and Boaz himself?  How does Naomi compare with Ruth so far in the book?  What are the qualities that will make Ruth a godly and wonderful wife to Boaz?  What are the qualities that will make Boaz a wonderful husband to Ruth?  Is Ruth a “Proverbs 31 woman?”  What might we learn from our text about finding a godly wife or husband and having a God-honoring marriage?  
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