Studies in the Gospel of Matthew
Study Guide

Lesson 2
Two Incredible Journeys
Matthew 2:1-23
February 23, 2003

Scripture readings in preparation for Lesson 2:  

	Monday,
	Matthew 1:18-2:23

	Tuesday
	Luke 1:26-56

	Wednesday
	Luke 2:1-40

	Thursday
	Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 7:1-17

	Friday
	Matthew 2:1-12; Micah 5:2-9

	Saturday
	Matthew 2:13-18; Hosea 11:1-7

	Sunday
	Matthew 2:19-23; Jeremiah 31:1-22


Resources

J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book, vol. 5, pp. 175-177

Study Questions

Matthew 1:18-2:23

Try to imagine what Joseph must have thought and how he must have felt when he learned that Mary was pregnant.  In what ways can you see how God graciously provided Mary with just the right husband for what she was about to experience?  What examples of Joseph’s righteousness do you find in this passage?  Why does Matthew tell us about the birth of Jesus, when he will then skip over the next 29 years of our Lord’s life, until His public presentation as Messiah?  How many times in this passage does Matthew cite the Old Testament?  What truths and lessons do you think God is trying to teach the original readers of this passage?  What do you think He is teaching us? 

Luke 1:26-56

Compare Luke 1:26-56 with Matthew 1:18-25.  Other than our Lord, who are the two central figures (persons) in these two accounts of our Lord’s birth?  Explain the contribution of both Luke and Matthew, as together they present a much fuller picture of our Lord’s birth.  Place the events of Matthew 1:18-2:23 and Luke 1:26-2:40 in sequential (chronological) order.  Does this help you to see why God chose to give us the gospel in several (4) books, rather than one?

Luke 2:1-40

To what audience was the Gospel of Luke written?  To what audience was Matthew written?  Who are the individuals who play an important role in Luke’s account of our Lord’s birth in these verses?  Compare these people with the people who play an important role in Matthew’s account of our Lord’s birth.  How do you explain these two authors’ choices of those they would emphasize?  What do all these people share in common when compared with those who played no part in our Lord’s birth accounts?  

Matthew 1:18-25; Isaiah 7:1-17

(While Matthew 1:18-25 is not part of the text that will be covered in this week’s lesson, it seems obvious that Matthew intended for it to set the stage for our Lord’s birth in his gospel.)  What is the unique contribution of this passage to the account of our Lord’s birth in the gospels?  What special revelation or guidance did God give to Joseph?  Why was this revelation necessary?  Had Joseph not been a righteous man, might not this revelation have been unnecessary?  Explain. Explain how Matthew uses the quotation of Isaiah 7:14 to strengthen his argument.  What is Matthew’s argument here?

Matthew 2:1-12; Micah 5:2-9

Compare and contrast the “wise men from the East” with Herod and the people of Jerusalem.  Why might the appearance of the “wise men” in this passage seem “out of place” to some, knowing to whom Matthew was written?  What message is Matthew conveying here by his account of the wise men, Herod, and the Jewish religious leaders?  Contrast the “revelation” that brought the wise men from afar to worship Jesus with the “revelation” that did not prompt the people of Jerusalem to travel a few miles (5-7) to Jerusalem to worship the “King of the Jews”?  Why does Matthew chose to include a reference to Micah 5:2?

Matthew 2:13-18; Hosea 11:1-7; Jeremiah 31:1-22

How would Matthew expect his readers to understand the significance of his account of Jesus being taken to Egypt, and then returning to Israel?  Why was it necessary for Joseph and Mary to take Jesus to Egypt?  How does Matthew establish this emphatically?  How do you think God provided for them there?  Why does Matthew quote Hosea 11:1, and how does this contribute to Matthew’s argument?  What is Matthew’s argument here?  Why would God allow Herod to kill those babies in the region around Bethlehem, when it might appear to some that Jesus’ birth was the cause of their death?  Why does Matthew’s cite Jeremiah 31:15?  How does it further his argument?  What is the argument here?

Matthew 2:19-23

Why did the angel tell Joseph that “those who were seeking the child’s life” were dead?  Why “those” (plural), rather than just “Herod”?  Why do you think it was necessary to guide Joseph and his family with two dreams, rather than just one?  What did God accomplish by doing it this way?  In what way did all these things serve to fulfill God’s plan and promise regarding the Messiah (see verse 23)?  What might this suggest to us today about divine guidance?

� Copyright © 2003 by Community Bible Chapel, 418 E. Main Street, Richardson, TX 75081. This is the edited Study Guide of Lesson 2 in the Studies in the Gospel of Matthew series prepared by Bob Deffinbaugh on February 14, 2003.  Anyone is at liberty to use this guide for educational purposes only, with or without credit.  The Chapel believes the material presented herein to be true to the teaching of Scripture, and desires to further, not restrict, its potential use as an aid in the study of God’s Word.  The publication of this material is a grace ministry of Community Bible Chapel.





© The Biblical Studies Foundation (www.bible.org)
Summer 2005


